
PUBLIC SERVICE PUZZLER 
COIB 

5 MINUTES WITH THE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST LAW 

This month’s contest is a 
conflicts of  interest word 
puzzler for your brain!  On 
the next page you will find  
a conflicts of  interest word 
jumble. First, unscramble 
each  ethics-related   word,  

with one letter to each square, then use the circled letters 
to complete the phrase in quotes below the jumbled 
words.  

To enter, send your unscrambled words and completed 
phrase to contest@coib.nyc.gov by May 16th. One winner 
will be selected at random from the pool of  all entrants who 
correctly solve the jumble. 
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JUMBLE 

TIARTYGU 
 

LOGIMNIGONTH 

 

ACLURSE 
 

BCULPI 
 

ICSELRDOSU 
 

ANIFRNUSGDI 
 

“Two friends could be called ‘pals.’ Two City    
workers who are friends could be called ‘________.’ 

 
 

 



APRIL PUZZLER 
COIB 

Congratulations to the winner of  the April Public Service Puzzler, Brian 
Donaghy!! The April Puzzler asked for a creative conflicts of  interest related  
poem. Below you can read Brian’s winning poem. On the following pages you 
can find out a little more about our winner, and see our runner-ups! 

“Think Before You Drink”  

Within this fine establishment,  

A drink or two was shared.  

None had thought the deed amiss,  

But one should be aware.  

Tight pursed is our hero,  

Accepting not one bribe  

But his shop talk loosened,  

With the drinks imbibed.  

A vendor's dream unfolded,  

Info from within,  

A dried up sale once thought dead,  

Now wet from driest gin.  

Mock not this sad employee  

His thoughts were always pure,  

Who'd have thought his shop talk,  

Wouldn't be a bore. 
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Q: What do you do in your job? 
A: I work within NYCHA's IT/ITI as the Assistant Director of  Data Communi-
cations.  My main function is to provide direction and leadership to the team. 
I’m happy to say what a great team I have. They are great technicians and even 
better human beings. 
 
Q: How long have you been working for the City? 
A: Just over 9 years. 
 
Q: Name a special interest or hobby! 
A: I enjoy dabbling in all of  the arts, especially conte’ based portraiture. 
 
Q: What's your favorite thing about City service? 
A: First and foremost working with different teams and people to meet daily 
challenges as well as collaboratively design for the future.  The atmosphere of  
professionalism and camaraderie within IT/ITI and NYCHA in general is a 
great thing to walk in to every day.  
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Runner-Up 

Moonlight is beauty  

Moonlight is gay  

But be wary of moonlight  

It may lead you astray  

 

To work in the moonlight  

In your off-duty hours  

You must get a waiver  

From municipal powers  

   

It’s usually easy  

You just have to ask  

And if there’s no conflict  

You may work at your task  

   

So request a wavier  

If you want to moonlight  

If you do, you’ll ensure  

that your future is bright  

   

      ~Helaine Balsam (OATH) 

Best Haiku 

Wanted to consult  

“Appeared” at former office  

Now paying large fine 

 

                  ~ Sue Ellen Dodell (CFB) 

Best Comedic Poem 

My manager came in November  

To tell me to vote for Bill Dember  

Instead I did flee  

To the C.O.I.B  

Now my manager’s gone in December  

 

                     ~Alan Davis (NYCHA) 
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