NYC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
BUREAU OF ENGINEERING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
CROTON FACILITY MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2009 — 7:00PM

The Croton Facility Monitoring Committee met on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at Scott
Tower Community Room, 3400 Paul Avenue, Bronx, NY 10468. Attendees included
CFMC representatives: Greg Faulkner, CFMC Chairman & Chairman of Community
Board #7; Damian McShane, Chairman of and Saul Scheinbach Member of Community
Board #8; Father Richard Gorman, Chairman of Community Board #12; Hector Aponte,
Bronx Borough Commissioner of Dept of Parks and Recreation; Council Member G.
Oliver Koppell; Laura Stockstill, Bronx Borough President’s office; Mark Lanaghan,
Assistant Commissioner, Dept of Environmental Protection. In addition, in attendance
were elected officials, staff from DEP, its construction manager, design engineer, local
news media, and members of the public. They are listed on Attachment I. Some
individuals provided limited contact information or did not sign in.

Welcome
Greg Faulkner, Chair of Community Board #7 and of the CFMC, opened the meeting at
7:15 PM; an agenda, Attachment 2, was available.

Adoption of CFMC Executive Session meeting minutes

Upon a motion by Damian McShane, Chair of Community Board #8, seconded by Mark
Lanaghan, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the minutes of the executive
sessions held on March 19" and April 27" were adopted.

Jobs Report
Mr. Faulkner called for updates on jobs and hiring from DEP and Parks.

Nicole Torres, DEP, summarized progress on jobs and purchases since the February
CFMC meeting. See Attachment #3. Mr. Faulkner asked if DEP would publicize the
goods and services that will be required for current and upcoming construction contracts.
Karen Argenti, Friends of Fort Independence Park Neighborhood Association, said the
list should be posted on an internet bulletin board where it can be updated regularly.
Council Member Oliver Koppell asked how many of the job applicants have moved into
jobs. He asked for numbers for the past four years of job applicants, not only their
percentages. Mr. Koppell asked DEP to report comprehensive information at the next
CFMC meeting,

Gary Axelbank, BronxNet, said that DEP regularly gives project information to the
community too late, and said that there are other issues to complain about as well.

Mr. Faulkner introduced Angela Licata, DEP Deputy Commissioner, to talk about the
minor modification for Phase 2 of the Croton construction at Jerome Park Reservoir.

Using a PowerPoint presentation (4¢tachment 4), Ms. Licata asked Arne Fareth, DEP
Croton Design, to describe changes from the original project design. Ms. Licata then



spoke about the environmental review process and findings from the Minor Modification
to the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. She asked Ted Dowey,
DEP, to describe his work using explosives at the DEP Third Water Tunnel shafts, so the
community would know the procedure, safety protocols for blasting and blasting’s
moderate impacts.

Mr. Faulkner called on Assembly Member Jeffrey Dinowitz. Mr. Dinowitz spoke of the
deficiencies in the original EIS for not disclosing hoe ramming or blasting. He said the
construction noise is undoubtedly disruptive to the Bronx High School of Science,
DeWitt Clinton High School and the High School of American Studies. Mr. Koppell
requested and received an additional explanation from Ms. Licata about why hoe
ramming and blasting were not disclosed in the FSEIS.

Michael Gary, representing State Senator Pedro Espada and a resident of Amalgamated
Houses, asked DEP to address asthma and construction’s effect on health. He said a
Little League team uses Harris Park Field, which is now closed. Hector Aponte, Bronx
Commissioner of Parks & Recreation, said the ballfield conditions are being remediated;
however, construction delays necessitated the closure.

Richard Barr, Bronx HS of Science Parents Assn, asked how long Phase 1 work will
continue; how long biasting of Phase 2 work will take, and why — if the Croton Filter
Plant was precluded from being built in JPR — is construction taking place at JPR.
Bernard Daly, DEP Executive Construction Manager, replied that some construction
work had to occur in the vicinity of JPR in order for the plant to operate. He also added
that tree removal, soil sampling and installation of the new noise wall at the Shaft and
Meter Chamber would begin in May 2009. Following this, installation of soldier piles
and lagging in conjunction with soil excavation would begin during the summer months.
During the fall, rock excavation at the Shaft and Meter Chamber would begin followed
by concrete and piping work

Anne Marie Garti, Jerome Park Conservancy, said DEP intentionally left details of the
JPR work out of the FSEIS. She asked for a walking path around JPR. She said the Old
Croton Aqueduct might be compromised when blasting commences. She reminded the
community that, when the Croton water system is operating, there is chlorine stored at
Gate House 5. Ms. Garti asked when the JPR basins would be filled. No specific
schedule was provided by DEP.

Dan Husband, Scott Tower, asked whether a vibration and noise monitor would be placed
at Scott Tower. He complained about double parked school buses. Mr. Daly said there
will be eight vibration monitors installed at and near the site, and that one can be placed
at Scott Tower.

Michael Bern, Scott Tower, said that DEP has mistreated the community. He referred to
the chlorine leak at JPR. Mr. Lanaghan explained the steps taken by DEP and the Fire
Department to safely secure the chlorine in Gate House 5 and that at no time was the
public in danger.



Jane Sokolow, Bronx Council on Environmental Quality, said a supplemental EIS is
needed for the work DEP plans at JPR. She complained that DEP has taken parking
spaces along Jerome Avenue from the public for its contractor at Van Cortlandt Park and
never informed anyone.

Ms. Argenti said she reviewed the minor modification. She asked what DEP will do
about the rat problem in the community. She asked how much the upcoming contracts
will cost and how much blasting will be performed. She added that last summer, when
the community took DEP to court, they said that they were not ready. As a result, the
litigation was considered premature. Subsequently, the public has leamed that, during
this same period of time, DEP gave the State Historic Preservation Office a technical
document that described the planned construction. Mr. Daly gave the approximate cost
of the four contracts at JPR as: CRO-31208-G = $100 million, 3120S-E = $15 million,
31208-P = $800,000 and 3120S-H = $800,000.

Professor Walter Matystik, Manhattan College, said the public wants to have an open
process the way CEQR meant it to be. He read from the CEQR Manual that describes the
process. Ms. Licata responded that the minor modification is as thorough as a
Supplemental EIS would be and that construction impacts which are temporary are not
required to be analyzed in an EIS. Ms. Licata admitted that what was written in the
original EIS by DEP was not as clear and as understandable as it could have been.

Pat Byrne, Scott Tower, complained about asthma in the North Bronx.

Mr. Koppell asked what will be in Harris Park Annex after construction. Mr. Daly said
grass will be planted.

Mr. Axelbank said there was suspicion during the period of the EIS. He said the
community continues to be suspicious. He added that if blasting had been disclosed
during the Croton Filter Plant siting process, the State Legislature would not have passed
the siting legisiation.

Construction Update
Mr. Daly gave a project update regarding construction at VCP and JPR.

The Contract CRO 312 contractors are continuing to work at the VCP site.
Approximately 125,000 cubic yards of concrete have been placed to date and installation
of piping, tanks and equipment is ongoing. There are currently 12 cranes in operation at
the site including three tower cranes.

On Contract CRO 313, all excavation of the Raw and Treated Water Tunnels is complete.
Work to construct the connection between the Low Service Treated Water Tunnel and the
New Croton Aqueduct is ongoing. Phase 1 Shaft and Meter Chamber rock excavation
work has continued using hoe rams.



Contract CRO 315 work continues. An asbestos removal plan is underway prior to
removal of asbestos at the Demonstration Plant. The unforeseen additional asbestos
problem has delayed the demolition.

Contract CRO 312 OS contractors are mobilizing following the official Notice to Proceed
issued in February 2009. Inspection work at the Gate Houses is underway. Noise wall
installation at the Shaft and Meter Chamber will start in May 2009.

CFMC Discussion
For the next meeting:

e M. Koppell asked for a report about emergency notifications in the event of a
chlorine leak

* Mr. Koppell reminded DEP to improve its jobs reporting

¢ Ms. Stockstill said that DEP was going to assess perimeter monitors and she
wants to know the results of the assessment at the next meeting

* Ms. Lappin said an emergency evacuation plan for the community is needed,
referring to a recent bomb scare at Bronx High School of Science. She added that
the people in her building have to know what to do in case of any emergency.

e M. Faulkner said there must be a plan in the event of a worst-case scenario

» Father Richard Gorman, Community Board #12, asked Professor Matystk how
long the Professor thought it would take DEP to prepare a SEIS. Mr. Matystk
said in his opinion it would take 30 — 60 days. Ms. Licata responded that the
process is lengthy requiring 2 scoping session, scoping document, draft EIS, and
individual reviews. She said that no significant adverse impacts have been
identified so a SEIS is unnecessary. Professor Matystik noted that, given the
information already presented in the Tech Memo describing and analyzing the so-
called “minor modification™ at the Jerome Park Reservoir, the SFEIS process
would take a lot less time than DEP anticipated. Father Gorman said the DEP’s
position is not satisfactory. Ms. Licata said that public input was solicited. She
said that she would come back to the community for further discussion of the
minor modification.

¢ Council Member Koppell spoke about his involvement in enacting the SEQRA
process into law and added that he supported Father Gorman’s motion calling for
an open SEQR/CEQR process

» Father Gorman moved that it is the wish of the CFMC that a SEIS be prepared
and he requested the CFMC to adopt a resolution which he read. ( Resolution =
Attachment 5) Mr. Faulkner seconded the motion. Mr. McShane addressed
comments to the motion indicating his support of it. Ms. Stockstill said



the CFMC and the public should have a month to review the minor modification
before such a motion is adopted. Mr. Lanaghan said he understands the
community’s frustration but that DEP is required to move ahead to stay on
schedule and meet project milestones. The motion was adopted with four votes in
the affirmative, two abstentions and one negative vote.

The next meeting will be scheduled as determined by the CFMC.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.
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Agenda

Attachment 2

Croton Facility Monitoring Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 30, 2009 — 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Scott Tower Community Room, 3400 Paul Avenue, Bronx NY 10468

I. Welcome to Scott Tower
II. Call Meeting to Order

III. Consider, Adopt Minutes of
CFMC March & April Executive Meeting

IV. DEP Report on Jobs & Hiring

V. Parks Report on Jobs & Hiring

VL. Presentation of SEIS Minor Modification
VII. Croton Construction Update

VIIL Discussion & Set Next Meeting

IX. Adjourn

Sonia Lappin, Board Member
Greg Faulkner, Chairman

CFMC Principals

Nicole Torres, DEP
Dept of Parks & Recreation
Angela Licata, DEP
Bernard Daly, DEP

CFMC Principals

Upon recognition by the Chairman, the CFMC invites members of the public to raise
questions and make comments throughout the meeting



Attachment 3

Croton Filtration Plant
Update on Bronx-based Hiring and Purchasing
Presented to the Croton Facility Monitoring Committee
April 30, 2009

Last FMC Meeting held in February FMC Meeting 2009 (January 2002 Report)

¢ Bronx Labor — 119 employees or 22% on site

e Bronx Purchasing — $77.98 million or 41% of Bronx & Non-Bronx contracts

¢ Croton Community Outreach Office Applicants — 1,502 (590 union, 912 non-
union)

April FMC Meeting 2009 (March 2009 Report)

¢ Bronx Labor — 144 employees or 22% on site

¢ Bronx Purchasing — $78.2 million or 41% of Bronx & Non-Bronx contracts

e Croton Community Outreach Office Applicants — 1,556 (640 union, 916 non-
union)
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Attachment 5

CROTON FACILITY MONITORING COMMITTEE (FMC)

c/o Greg Faulkner, Chairman, Bronx Community Board #7
2294 East 204 Street, Bronx NY 10458 (718) 933-5650

(Modified & re-circulated to the FMC by Father Richard Gorman on June 12, 2009)

Whereas, NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) prepared a Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) for its Croton Filter Plant Project in 2004; and

Whereas, the current plans for Off-Site Croton facilities at Jerome Park Reservoir have
substantially changed since preparation of the FSEIS; and

Whereas, the community comments at the April 30 FMC meeting raised questions concerning
the public’s adequate opportunity to review and consider the new JPR construction plans as well
as new potential impacts concerning said new facility and the use of surface drilling and/or
blasting, not previously studied in the 2004 FSEIS; and

Whereas, the community and the Croton FMC believe DEP is obligated to prepare a
Supplemental EIS since these new construction plans not previously disclosed potential
significant adverse and irreversible impacts on the environment, the first sensitive receptor, and
to the public at large, as well as raise the need to mitigate reversible short term impacts and/or
use or review other alternatives with a less impact, where possible.

Whereas, DEP as lead agency and member of the FMC state that an SEIS is neither required nor
necessary since the analyses that formed the basis of the Minor Modification found that no new
undisclosed significant adverse impact would occur under the changed plans at Jerome Park
Reservoir and thus, in accordance with New York State Environmental Conservation Law Part
617, they have determined that no new SEIS is required.

Now therefore, in the interest of democracy and transparency, the Croton FMC calls upon DEP
as lead agency to prepare an supplemental EIS on the matters that were not addressed in the
previously prepared Croton FSEIS and to follow the regulatory procedures and framework for an
SEIS, explaining to the community their plans for construction, its impact on their lives, and to
provide an opportunity to review these changes as well as those with the least impacts, and
comment

The Resolution was adopted April 30, 2009 by a vote of 4 -2 — 1.

In support: Community Board #7, Community Board #8, Community Board #12, Council
Member, 11 CD.

Abstaining: Department of Parks and Recreation, Bronx Borough President

In opposition: DEP



