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While figures for 1999 are still preliminary, the number of cases of
giardiasis decreased and the number of cases of cryptosporidiosis increased, relative to 1998.  While
cases of cryptosporidiosis among persons with HIV/AIDS remain well below the 385 cases reported
in 1995, the number of cases increased from 79 in 1998 to 105 in 1999.

A case-control study of risk factors for cryptosporidiosis among immunocompetent persons
diagnosed during April-May 1999 was conducted.  Preliminary analysis is underway and a full
report is planned.

Assistance was
provided in preparing the report of the National Drinking Water Advisory Council’s Working
Group on Health Care Provider Outreach and Education.  Cryptosporidium and Giardia results from
the NYC DEP’s source water monitoring program, and other reports, have been added to the DEP
website.
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ctive laboratory surveillance to insure complete reporting of cases by laboratories is on-going,
and telephone calls to physicians, laboratories, and/or patients are made to obtain missing
demographic information from case reports. Interviews of giardiasis cases to identify potential
risk exposures were conducted from July 1993 to August 1995.
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The following points provide highlights of the preliminary findings from the active
disease surveillance program for giardiasis from January 1 through December 31, 1999.  

     
C The number and rate of giardiasis cases were highest in Manhattan.

The largest number and highest rates occurred in Chelsea, the West 40s,
Greenwich Village, and the East Village.

C The number and rate of giardiasis cases were greater in males than
females.

C Overall, 5-9 years olds and 1-4 year olds  had the highest age-specific case
rates.  In these age groups, the racial/ethnic grouping which is comprised
of Asian/Pacific Islanders and American Indians/Alaskan Natives had the
highest rate.
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Table 3:  Number of Cases of Cryptosporidiosis by Year and Immune Status, New York City,
1995-1999

Immune Status:
YEAR

1995 1996 1997 1998  1999 *

Persons with AIDS 392 243 80 79 106

Immunocompetent 71 83 83 121 137

Immunocompromised Other
Than AIDS

4 3 7 2 3

Unknown Immune Status 5 3 2 6 15

TOTAL 472 332 172 208 261
*    Case investigations are continuing.
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Table 4:  Percentage of Interviewed Cryptosporidiosis Cases Reporting Selected Potential Risk
Exposures in the Month Before Disease Onset by Immune Status, New York City 1995-1999

Exposure
Type**

HIV/AIDS Immunocompetent

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999* 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999*

Contact with an
Animal

35% 35% 33% 36% 32% 41% 41% 41% 33% 36%

High-risk Sexual
Activity***
(> 18 years old)

22% 22% 9% 15% 19% 16% 25% 12% 10% 12%

International  
Travel

9% 9% 9% 13% 18% 28% 29% 26% 29% 29%

Recreational
Water Contact

16% 8% 14% 12% 16% 21% 27% 39% 24% 21%

S

S
S

13%
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Interview data from 18 immunocompetent symptomatic adult cases and 53 age- and
neighborhood-matched controls have been entered into a case-control study of risk factors for
cryptosporidiosis.  Preliminary analysis is underway and a full report is planned.
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INFORMATION SHARING AND EDUCATION

Information sharing and education efforts continued during 1999.  Over the year, program
staff participated in a number of meetings and presentations to discuss  New York City’s
Waterborne Disease Risk Assessment Program and related issues.  Activities included the
following:

C Presentations were made to groups of physicians and/or other health care professionals
(e.g., hospital grand rounds, HIV/AIDS care providers).  Such talks serve to enhance
awareness of cryptosporidiosis, including prevention measures, and may lead to more
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complete disease diagnosis (including laboratory evaluation) and reporting. 
C

C Working Group on Waterborne Cryptosporidiosis   The
working group is coordinated by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

DOH Webpages:
C Giardiasis fact sheet:

 http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/html/cd/cdgia.html

C Cryptosporidiosis fact sheet
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/html/cd/cdcry.html

DEP Webpages:
C

http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dep/html/pathogen.html

C
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/dep/html/watersup.html

C
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/dep/html/watersup.html

C

http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/dep/html/press.html

http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/html/cd/cdgia.html
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/html/cd/cdcry.html
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dep/html/pathogen.html
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dep/html/watersup.html
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dep/html/watersup.html
http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dep/html/press/icrpr.html
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