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FIA Executive Deputy Commissioner Seth Diamond and MIS Deputy 
Commissioner Richard Siemer Lead HRA Staff Winning NYC Excellence 
in Technology Awards 

 
New York City’s Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications 
(DoITT) held its 2008 Excellence in Technology Awards Program (ETAP) on 
Thursday, November 6 at the Brooklyn Marriot Hotel. DoITT Commissioner Paul J. 
Cosgrove presided.  
 
ETAP recognizes information technology professionals in New York City government 
organizations for their outstanding work and contributions.  Candidates for ETAP 
awards are nominated by their agency directors and chosen by the ETAP screening 
committee. Each agency is limited to one award in each category.  
 

This year ETAP recognized four HRA professionals 
for the impact of their work: Seth Diamond, executive 
deputy commissioner of the Family Independence 
Administration (FIA) Richard Siemer, deputy 
commissioner of Management Information Systems 
(MIS), Michael Baker, director of Data Base 
Administration, and Sudershan Reddy Vaddi, senior 
network and data security specialist. 

 
As executive deputy commissioner of FIA, Seth 
Diamond has been the primary sponsor of technology 
initiatives that have enabled development of the 
Model Office, expanded access to food stamps, 
technology-based work stations for staff, and online 
collaboration with community partners. He has been 
resourceful in acquiring the funding and resources to 
implement HRA’s technology innovations.  

 
Read more about FIA initiatives accomplished with Mr. Diamond’s sponsorship.  
 
 
In his 27-year career, Mr. Siemer has played a 
leading role in the ongoing development of 
management information systems and 
applications that have resulted in powerful work 
advantages to HRA and its partners and has 
propelled HRA into a leadership position among 
City agencies. Read more about MIS initiatives 
accomplished under Mr. Siemer.  
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Michael Baker won the award in the category of managerial excellence. He oversees senior 
administrators of the HRA citywide databases, which are structured collections of records or data 
stored in computers to facilitate the processing of updates and information retrieval. Among the 
accomplishments achieved under his leadership has been the centralization of field office data 
bases into the Paperless Office System (POS), which serves one million people at 60 service sites 
around the city.  
 

 
Sudershan Reddy Vaddy won the award for IT 
support and service by a staff member. He was 
recognized for his ability in his work as network 
and data security specialist to successfully 
coordinate timely solutions to end user 
difficulties that require a high level of technical 
response. “His resolutions meet the needs of 
users and security requirements and have often 
meant the difference between success and 
failure in program operations,” Chief Security 
Officer Jon Miller said.  
 
 

 
HRA wishes to thank the ETAP honorees for the innovations to the way in which we work and for 
results powerfully improved through technology.    
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