
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

NYC Welfare Caseload Achieves a 42-year Low 
 
The current statistics on New York City’s welfare caseload give all of us at 
HRA/DSS the chance to document the effectiveness of our programs. In March 
2006, New York City’s welfare rolls dropped to 402,281 persons, the lowest since 
1964. This is a drop of two-thirds from the welfare caseload high of l995 when 
more than 1.1 New Yorkers were receiving public assistance.  
 
The decline in public assistance cases reflects the many new initiatives that 
HRA/DSS has developed to meet the individualized needs of its consumers and 
to advance job retention and welfare prevention. 
  
Job retention: Currently, of those public assistance recipients who move from 
welfare to work, 88% have retained their jobs after three months, and 75% 
percent have stayed employed after six months. 
 
Welfare prevention: At the same time as welfare rolls have declined, the number 
of families who are not on welfare and are helped by receiving food stamps has 
increased by 110%. Non-public assistance public health insurance enrollment 
has increased by 82%. Child support collection has increased steadily. Read 
more about the progress in advancing self-sufficiency in the Preliminary Fiscal 
2006 Mayor’s Management Report (PDF) at nyc.gov/hra.  
 
Meeting clients where they are: The changing demographics of the welfare 
caseload required HRA/DSS to develop innovative programs to meet the 
challenges of moving clients with complex, long-term barriers to self-sufficiency 
forward. Since the beginning of the Bloomberg administration, the welfare 
caseload has continued to decline by 13 percent.  -- Spring 2006 


