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HRA’s Office of Child Support Enforcement Co-Sponsors Conference on Child Support Strengthening
Families
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Support Endorsement (OCSE) co-sponsored the
‘Strengthening Families: How Can Child Support
Help?’ conference with the City University of New
York and Princeton University. The conference
drew attendees from federal, state and local
government agencies, universities, non-profit and
community groups, and others interested and
involved in ensuring that children receive the
financial support of both parents. Approximately
220 people attended the conference.

HRA Commissioner Robert Doar

HRA Commissioner Robert Doar welcomed
attendees to the conference, and introduced smq““
Federal OCSE Commissioner Vicki Turetsky. “‘“%;3““\“
“Child support is often seen as an enforcement a
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and collection agency, but it’s really a support
agency,” said Ms. Turetsky. “It's a means of
supporting low-income children. It affects one
in four children in the nation, and it is one of
the few programs to have regular contact with
low-income fathers.” Ms. Turetsky’s
presentation highlighted that child support has
become a much larger share of the income for
single parent households. “Child support has Federal OCSE Commissioner Vicki Turetsky
doubled its effectiveness over the past ten

years, and tripled its effectiveness for the deeply poor.”
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In New York City, we are following your charge,” said
Commissioner Doar. “The things you're talking about
are the things we believe in.”

Commissioner Doar also introduced Deputy Mayor of
Health and Human Services Linda Gibbs, who spoke
about New York City’s efforts to innovate and
modernize services. “We’re very proud in New York
because we’ve been a leader in reform and innovation
and providing a network of services through Child
Support under the leadership of Commissioner Doar
and Deputy Commissioner Pardus-Abbadessa.”

Deputy Mayor of Health & Human Services Linda Gibbs



Sara McLanahan of Princeton University and Irv
Garfinkel of Columbia University presented
findings from the Fragile Families and Child
Wellbeing study, which tracked the living
situations of unmarried parents, gathering data
after one, three, five and nine years. The study
also concluded that unmarried parents tend to
be younger, less educated, and more likely to be
unemployed. The study found that 85% of
unmarried parents were in romantic
relationships at the time of the child’s birth, and

intended to raise the child together. Even in
situations where the parents were not Deputy Commissioner of HRA OCSE Frances Pardus-Abbadessa

romantically linked, the study found that the

majority of fathers wanted to be involved in their children’s lives. However, the study also found that by
year five these relationships grew more complicated, as mothers and fathers moved on to new romantic
relationships and started new families, all of which made child support more difficult to enforce.

HRA Deputy Commissioner of OCSE Frances Pardus-
Abbadessa presented an overview of the New York
City child support program for attendees. Ms.
Pardus-Abbadessa also outlined the services that
OCSE provides for custodial and noncustodial
parents, such as the referral of unemployed
noncustodial parents to employment programs like
the Support Through Employment Program (STEP),
which has led to all referred noncustodial parents
paying $20 million in child support each year. OCSE
also refers parents to mediation services to settle
visitation and co-parenting issues, provides
noncustodial parents with a means to have their
child support orders modified to more accurately
reflect their income without going back to court, and manages a program that encourages teens to
delay pregnancy until they are financially stable adults. Ms. Pardus-Abbadessa also described a new
program called Low-Income Dads, which works to connect low-income fathers with employment, the
child support program and their children.
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Elisabeth Donohue of Princeton University, Sara McLanahan of
Princeton University & Irv Garfinkel of Columbia University

Other sessions featured panel discussions on child support’s effects on families. Marilyn Ray Smith from
the Massachusetts Department of Revenue — Child Support Division, Glenn Martin of the Fortune
Society, Elaine Sorensen of the Urban Institute and Andrea Batista Schlessinger of the NYC Mayor’s
Office discussed the ways child support benefited poor families. Michael Hayes of the Texas Office of
the Attorney General — Child Support Division, Lisa Landau of the NYC Department of Health Nurse-
Family Partnership, and Kofi Asante of the National Comprehensive Center for Fathers discussed the
ways child support can be combined with other social service programs. Panelists, joined by Deputy
Commissioner Pardus-Abbadessa and Robert Mulroy of the NYC Family Court, answered questions from
the audience and took the opportunity to exchange ideas and best practices in the child support
enforcement field.



