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MEMORANDUM

DATE: October 15, 2009
TO: All Staff
FROM: Robert Doar

RE: October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October is Domestic Violence Awareness month, and | wanted to take this
opportunity to acknowledge that domestic violence affects us all.
Domestic violence affects people regardless of race, gender, sexual
orientation or socio-economic status. The statistics say that one in four
women experience domestic violence in their lifetime. It is estimated that
15.5 million U.S children live in families in which partner violence occurred
at least once in the past year. You may know someone, a friend, neighbor,
colleague or loved one who has experienced violence in their home.
Perhaps you are struggling with domestic violence right now.

Domestic violence is a pattern of coercive behaviors aimed at controlling
an intimate partner, which leaves a person powerless, fearful and
ashamed over time. Domestic violence is not only hitting, shoving and
punching, but can be psychological and financial abuse, all of which
destroys one’s sense of security and personal safety.

If you, or someone you know, is experiencing domestic violence, help is
available. The New York City Domestic Violence Hotline (800) 621-HOPE
(4673) provides counseling, information and resources. In addition, there

-are community based services available. Breaking the silence of abuse is

the first step in the healing process.

| want to recognize HRA’s Office of Domestic Violence (ODV) and their
tremendous role in preventing and responding to domestic violence in
New York City.

- ODV oversees one of the most extensive domestic violence shelter
systems in the country which offers safety and hope and a path to
healing to over 800 families each day.


http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/downloads/pdf/nonres_card.pdf

« ODV directly operates the largest emergency domestic violence
shelter.

« Community based programs provide counseling, support and safety to
over 3,000 families each month.

«  Each year, the No Violence Again (NoVA) staff stationed at the DHS
homeless intake center (PATH) addresses the needs of 7,000
domestic violence families seeking emergency housing.

« Domestic Violence Liaisons and the Anti Domestic Violence Needs
Team (ADVENT) program assess clients for safety and employment
services in Job Centers.

+ The Teen Relationship Abuse Prevention Program (RAPP) touches the
lives of over 10,000 students each school year, with the goal of
preventing violence.

More information on the programs offered by ODVEIS is available.

Recent additions to the ODV portfolio include the NYCHA Domestic Violence
intervention Education Program, and Aftercare Program. The Family Justice Centers
(FJC), a multi-service community based program currently operating in two boroughs,
have also been added.

I am impressed and applaud the unwavering commitment of ODV staff to victims of
domestic violence.


http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/downloads/pdf/domestic_violence_overview.pdf

