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OOCCSSEE AAnnnnuuaall RReeppoorrtt
The Office of Child Support Enforcement
released its 2007 annual report which
documents achievements and new
records set in several key performance
areas. In 2007, more
than 90% of the
$619.6 million col-
lected was sent di-
rectly to families and
paternity establish-
ment was at an all-
time high. According to
Deputy Commissioner
Frances Pardus-Ab-
badessa, future goals
include growing total collections by 5% an-
nually. A significant increase in the pater-
nity establishment percentage is also
anticipated. The report can be found on
HRA’s Internet homepage.

OOCCHHIIAA EExxaammiinneess CCoovveerraaggee GGaappss 
HRA’s Office of Citywide Health Insur-
ance Access (OCHIA) worked with the
City’s Office of School Health and New
York University’s Department of Pedi-
atrics to complete the Access to Cover-
age and Care project. They found that
public school students enrolled in Medi-
caid were more likely to retain coverage
for a two-year period than students en-
rolled in Child Health Plus. They used
data matching to track public coverage
enrollment and retention patterns for
more than 11,000 public school stu-
dents over a two year period. OCHIA is
using the findings to work with public
schools to develop targeted outreach,
enrollment, and retention strategies for
public health insurance.

HRA Program Updates

Met Council Annual Legislative Breakfast
On June 1, Commissioner Doar was presented
with the City Leadership Award at the Metropoli-
tan Council on Jewish Poverty’s Annual Legisla-
tive Breakfast at The Roosevelt Hotel. The
breakfast was the Met Council’s second annual
and brought out more than 500 of New York’s
most influential governmental and community
leaders. Other honorees included New York Con-
gressmen Charles Rangel, who received the Na-
tional Legislative Leadership Award; New York
Assemblyman Michael Gianaris, who received a
State Legislative Leadership Award; and Office of
Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) Com-
missioner David Hansell, who received a State
Leadership Award.

Victory for the Food Stamp ProgramVictory for the Food Stamp Program
in the Farm Billin the Farm Bill
The Food Stamp Program will see an increase in benefits now that Congress approved its
farm bill in May.

The bill includes a $10 billion increase in spending on nutrition programs, including food
stamps, as well as increases for rural development and land conservation programs. But for
HRA, it’s what wasn’t included in the bill that that really made the difference.

HRA was specifically concerned about two provisions, which were eventually removed from
the bill. One provision would have eliminated HRA’s ability to receive federal reimbursement
for the use of finger-imaging in the Food Stamp program. The second provision would have
limited HRA’s present and future ability to fully utilize non-profit providers within the program
for assistance with the application submission.

For New York City, finger-imaging is an effective tool in the detection of fraud and administra-
tive errors and therefore, critical for saving money and preserving the integrity of the program.
Additionally, HRA has successfully collaborated with numerous community organizations to
improve access to the Food Stamp program. Last year, HRA implemented groundbreaking
technology in food stamp offices, food pantries and soup kitchens, which enables our com-
munity partners to assist potentially eligible individuals and families with applying for the pro-
gram. 

“We had victories of exclusion [in this bill],” said Seth Diamond, executive deputy commis-
sioner of the Family Independence Administration. 

HRA took an active role in opposing these provisions and was able to convince the State Of-
fice of Temporary and Disability Assistance to alter their position and join the Administration
in opposing them. HRA’s concerns were heard in Washington, D.C. and shared with advocates
and colleagues in other states.

Congress agreed to the package of benefit improvements (counting the Food Stamp program
and other federal nutrition programs) totaling more than $10 billion over 10 years. Other im-
provements include an increase in the standard deduction to $144, and exclusion of retire-
ment and education accounts from resources. An increase in the minimum benefit from $10
to $14 will now allow single-person households, who had a fixed allotment per month, to have
benefit increases that were before only given to families.



hra/dss
Event Calendar
FFrriiddaayy,, JJuullyy 1111,, 22000088
Staten Island Yankees, Richmond County
Bank Ballpark, 75 Richmond
Terrace, 7 to 10 PM. NYC DADS will dis-
tribute 300 free tickets to dads & their
kids, including food and gifts. 
Tickets are limited. RSVP Required.
FFrriiddaayy,, JJuullyy 1188,, 22000088
Brooklyn Borough Hall, 11 AM to 1PM.
Free breast cancer risk reduction 
workshop hosted by NYC Women First.
TThhuurrssddaayy,, JJuullyy 2244,, 22000088
The Salmagundi Club, 47 Fifth Ave., 
6 to 8 PM. The City Worker’s Art 
Exhibition 2008 reception.
SSaattuurrddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 99,, 22000088
New York Liberty, Chelsea Piers, Manhattan,
1 to 4 PM. NYC DADS will host a free basket-
ball clinic for fathers and daughters and
lunch. Space is limited. RSVP required.

HRA Blood Drives
Help maintain NYC’s blood supply. Make
your donation at the following locations: 

TTuueessddaayy,, JJuullyy 88,, 22000088
Metrotech Center Busmobile, 15
Metrotech, Brooklyn, NY, 10 AM to 
3:30 PM. To make an appointment, 
call Larry Brown at 718-510-0371.
FFrriiddaayy,, JJuullyy 1111,, 22000088
Investigation Revenue & Enforcement 
Administration (IREA) Bureau of Eligibility
Verification (BEV), 253 Schermerhorn
Street, 7th Fl. Conference Room, Brooklyn,
10:30 AM to 4 PM. To make an appoint-
ment, call Reuben Archer 718-923-6536.

On Sunday, May 18, HRA
fielded an 85-person team for
the 23rd Annual AIDS Walk
New York. Many HRA staff,
drawn from diverse areas
within the agency, participated
in fundraising, organizing, and
walking in the event. 

GMHC, the walk’s sponsor, has 
announced that to date, over $7 
million has been raised, surpass-
ing last year’s record total of $6.8
million. HRA employees raised and
contributed over $10,000 for this
year’s walk.
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Growing up on mayonnaise sandwiches and
chicken backs in the Bronx, NY1’s Dominic
Carter understands what it’s like to be poor.
“I know what it’s like to be hungry,” he said
June 12 at the Office of Child Support En-
forcement’s (OCSE) Employee Recognition
Celebration. Carter was the keynote
speaker to more than 100 OCSE employees
who have worked between 10 and 40 years.
“I appreciate you more than anyone else
does,” he said. “You guys are the heroes.”

He spoke of his troubled childhood and the
impact city services had on his life. His
grandmother, who mostly raised him, found him the best youth programs one could find
without money. He said he most remembered the Police Athletic League (PAL).

Carter’s mother was a chronic paranoid schizophrenic, which he didn’t discover until after
she died a few years ago. He grew up without a male role model, as he saw his father only
twice in his life. But, despite this, he grew up with women who pointed him in the right di-
rection. “My aunt would come home from work every day and say, ‘You’re going to college.’ 
She was always positive,” he said.

At one point in high school, a guidance counselor told Carter not to apply to college be-
cause he was going to end up dead or in jail. This motivated him more than anything else,
he said. He earned his four-year degree in three years. Now as a political reporter for NY1,
he has interviewed former President Bill Clinton, Nelson Mandela, and many other top po-
litical figures. Without the programs the city had to offer him, Carter said he wouldn’t have
turned out the way he did. “These kids need money and people like you are saving their
lives.”
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HRA McMillan Library now
hosts LexisNexis® Training
The HRA McMillan Library hosts training for
Lexis ID holders each month. On the second
Tuesday of each month, Lexis trainer, Harry
Drier, comes to the library, located at 180 Water
St., 12th floor, for two sessions tailored for HRA
users. The hands-on experience is offered after
the session. The next sessions are Tuesday, July
8 at 10:30 AM and 12:30 PM. The new public
records interface will be demonstrated. Other
topic suggestions are welcome. Please call 212-
331-4437 to register or for more information.


