
 
MAN UP: HRA Partners with HOT 97 to Encourage Responsible Fatherhood 

 
HRA’s Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE) began a partnership with the radio 
station HOT 97 FM to encourage fathers to be more involved in their children’s lives and 
with the child support program.   The Hot 97 program, called MAN UP, features radio 
spots, web resources on HOT 97’s website, and events for fathers and their children like 
sports nights with HOT 97 DJ’s. 
 
“We’re really pleased to be able to reach out to the community and speak directly to 
fathers,” said Frances Pardus-Abbadessa, OCSE’s Deputy Commissioner.  “We’ll be able 
to explain the importance of legally establishing paternity, for themselves and their 
children, and paying their child support. We also want dads to know all the benefits 
children gain when both parents are involved in their lives, even if the parents don’t live 
together.  We can do a lot for fathers, whether that’s referring them to mediation to try to 
work out a visitation agreement with the child’s mother, providing job training to help 
them find work, or adjusting child support orders to levels that best reflect their income.” 
 
Additionally, OCSE staff will appear as on-air ‘child support experts,’ answering 
questions about the child support program from HOT 97 listeners on their morning radio 
show.  The MAN UP website also features answers to frequently asked questions, the 
truth about common child support myths, and resources for fathers, such as information 
about community groups that offer mentoring, mediation and counseling, and legal 
assistance. 
 
MAN UP will host basketball and boxing viewing parties for fathers and their children 
with HOT 97’s DJ’s, featuring free food and prizes.  To come to one of the MAN UP 
parties, families can respond on the website.  The program will also feature town hall 
meetings that include fathers, community groups and OCSE. 
 
“We’re hoping this will make a difference for fathers who might not know about the 
resources available to them,” said Ms. Pardus-Abbadessa.  “By being involved, these 
fathers can help improve their children’s lives.” 


