HRA Hosts NYC DADS Halloween Party

Halloween came early this year, as NYC DADS welcomed scores of dads and their kids to its annual
Halloween Party in the Lower East Side. The Angel Orensanz space was converted into a fun-filled
creepfest with witches, vampires, skeletons, and, for the first time, a haunted house. New York City
Fatherhood Coordinator Allen Farrell was in attendance, and spoke with a CBS News crew about the
City’s efforts to reach out to fathers.

“Ahhhhhh!” screamed Nathaniel Johnson’s son, who was nearly paralyzed—with an ear-to-ear grin—as
a ghoulish lady asked him to feel the brains and eyeballs on display. Johnson’s smile was nearly as big as
his kid’s. “The best thing about being a dad is watching them group up,” he says. “And you get to do kid
stuff all over again.”

Wearing a crisp Yankee hat, Kevin Lee had his own take on what’s best about being a dad;
“Unconditional love from someone,” he says. “And you want to give [it] back.” That sort of love was all
around the room, as evidenced by the dads piled up with their kids’ pumpkins and crafts. For Altee
Tolliver, the NYC DADS party will be the one way he celebrates Halloween this year, so he brought his
two nephews. “You can laugh and have fun and be a kid yourself,” he says.

A star attraction was the face painting, and so the kids crowded around for their turn. Meanwhile, local
dad Alexis Antonio Franco was trailing his beaming 10-year-old daughter, Bianca, who was heading
toward the pin-the-tail-on-the-monster attraction. Franco says he heard about the party from another
dad, for which he is very grateful.

“It’s like a union we have,” he says. “Of great dads.”



(For more photos of the event, go to http://www.nyc.gov/html/hra/nycdads/html/gallery/gallery.shtml)




