
     Amid the dozens of children running this way and that way, 
bouncing basketballs around cones, through legs, to the hoop or up the 
court, there was one 6-year-old boy who studiously dribbled a ball under 
a basket. He was smaller than the other kids, but he was game. Maybe not 
a mini-Jordan or even a pint-sized Carmelo, but the kid was giving it his all. 
And every few minutes, he looked up to the sideline toward the man who 
smiled back at him.
 
     It was a beautiful sight: Son checking in with dad, dad giving him the 
thumbs up. Jayden, the boy, tends to be shy about playing with strangers. 
But it looked like he had checked that at the door this day. And his father, 
Jayral, was there to proudly watch on. 
 
     “This is great,” said Jayral who originally hails from South Carolina and now 
lives in upper Manhattan. “I’m always looking for something good to do with 
him. And this, well, this is great.”
  
     On Saturday, March 29, HRA and NYC DADS hosted the second annual 
“March Dadness” basketball clinic at the Chelsea Piers Field House. With 
additional support from the Public School Athletic League, more than �fty 
children came to be coached in dribbling, passing and shooting drills, before 
a slam dunk display by one of the all-star Big Apple Basketball sta� that 
threw a well-organized hour of top-notch training. These coaches have 
worked at every level—with tots to the pros, and they clearly knew what 
they were doing, and they did it with heart.
  
     The event kicked o� with the �rst �fty children receiving Knicks baseball 
caps. When the kids descended on the �oor, dads and other family members 
stood on the sidelines encouraging and photographing the kids. One big 
bear of a dad, Kevin, had two sons on the court. Being there with his kids 
(karate was earlier) was nothing unusual for Kevin, who learned the impor-
tance of being present in his kids’ lives from his own dad, with whom he had 
an “excellent” relationship. 

     Fatherhood Services Coordinator Alan S. Farrell was on hand to 
welcome the families, and to salute the many dads who brought their kids 
for a memorable day of athletic fun. “We’re about creating opportunities not 
barriers for dads to be there with their kids,” Farrell said, as he gave shout 
outs to other Fatherhood Initiative agency representatives present, includ-
ing NYC Administration for Children’s Services ACS and the Department of 
Health and Mental Health’s Nurse-Family Partnership.
  
     After the clinic, families ate pizza, and three lucky boys won basketballs 
during the ra�e. And all of the children went home with Fit Dads Fit Kids 
backpacks.
 
     And the dads left with another mission accomplished. “It’s become the 
standard,” said one father with two sons, including a baby who looked like 
had just learned to walk, but insisted on holding the basketball. “This is what 
we do.” 

THE DAD STANDARD


