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TeatroStageFest 5th Anniversary Celebration Opens with Lauren Vélez in
They Call Me La Lupe

The Festival runs from June 4-18, 2011

New York, NY - May 10, 2011: The Latino International Theater Festival of New York, Inc. (LITF/NY)
announced the 5th Anniversary Edition of TeatroStageFest, to be held from June 4-18, 2011. The Festival
will showcase world class local and international Theater, Dance, Music and Puppetry productions, free
performances, family events, and a unique panel discussion on the first International Cultural Engagement
Partnership between LITF/NY and SESC, Latin America’s largest network of cultural centers based in Brazil.
This partnership will enable three New York based Theater, Music and Dance productions featured at
TeatroStageFest to perform in Sdo Paulo in the late summer.

In a show of support for New York’s premiere Theater Festival, Lauren Vélez (Oz, Law and Order, New York
Undercover, Ugly Betty) will break away from her starring role in the hit television show Dexter to open
TeatroStageFest 2011 with They Call Me La Lupe, a gut wrenching portrait of Cuba's national treasure
Victoria Guadalupe Yoli, best known as “La Lupe.” The one-woman show, written for the actress by Luis
Caballero and James Manos, Jr., and directed by Verdnica Caicedo, will take audiences on the
extraordinary life journey of New York’s acclaimed “Queen of Latin Soul”. It is being presented on June 4™
in partnership with Hostos Center for Arts and Culture in The Bronx, a few blocks away from where
musical icon La Lupe lived.

“We are proud to open TeatroStageFest’s fifth anniversary with the outstanding talent of Lauren Vélez.
Her performance as the larger-than-life La Lupe sets the stage for an amazing festival that will once again
showcase the best Theater, Music, Dance, and Puppetry companies from New York, Latin America, the
Caribbean and Spain,” announced Susana Tubert, Executive Producer of TeatroStageFest and LITF/NY's
Co-Founder. “For the past five years, TeatroStageFest has been recognized for bringing together diverse
cultural and artistic perspectives in New York City. As part of the 2011 celebrations, TeatroStageFest will
showcase for the first time New York’s cutting-edge Latino artists in Sdo Paulo, Brazil, expanding its reach
in Latin America.

When asked about the significance of performing at TeatroStageFest, Lauren Vélez responded: “It is fitting
for me to open this year’s festival with They Call me La Lupe, because we presented the first public reading
of the play in 2007 at the inaugural festival. It’s like coming full circle!”



Vélez also shared that, as a New Yorker who grew up going to the theater, “I cherish TeatroStageFest
because the festival creates a vital space where audiences of all backgrounds come together to experience
the universality of our many Latino stories.”

Since 2007, TeatroStageFest has featured close to 500 local and international artists in 67 productions to
nearly 20,000 audiences in Manhattan, Queens and the Bronx.

Susana Tubert encourages the Festival's growing audience to sign up for the TeatroStageFest Newsletter
at www.teatrostagefest.org and email questions to info@teatrostagefest.org. Follow us on Facebook and

Twitter for news and visual features taking place during the event.

For all press inquiries, contact: Blanca Lasalle — CreativelLink, 212-684-6001 Ext. 101 /
blanca@creativelinkny.com

Highlights of TeatroStageFest 2011 include:

*** New York/Cuba: They Call Me La Lupe - Lauren Vélez (Dexter) brings to life the “Latin Queen of Soul”
in this gut-wrenching portrait of Cuba's musical icon, best known as "La Lupe."

***New York/Mexico: Limén Dance Company -The Company celebrates its 65th anniversary with a major
revival of Maestro Limén’s The Emperor Jones, inspired by Eugene O’Neill’s play, with original music by
Brazil’s most beloved composer Heitor Villa-Lobos.

*** New York/Dominican Republic: The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao — A stage adaptation of Junot
Diaz’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel that chronicles the life of Oscar de Ledn, an overweight Dominican boy
growing up in Paterson, New lJersey, who is obsessed with science fiction, falling in love, and
understanding the curse that has plagued his family for generations.

*** New York/Spain: My Audition for Aimédovar — She can sing, she can dance, and she can act... but she
can’t get rid of her Spanish accent! That’s why Inma Heredia is determined to audition for the only
director who can make her a star. Filled with fun, flair and flamenco -the chance of a lifetime for an actress
on the verge of a nervous breakdown!

*** New York/Puerto Rico: The Orphans - A sensual and poetic love story set in an apocalyptic city in the
year 2020, written and directed by Karina Casiano, Downtown’s most multi-faceted performer who joins
Renzo Ampuero in this original theater production.

***Spain: Quijote — The surreal imaginings of El Quijote de la Mancha are theatricalized by Spain’s most
renowned puppetry company Bambalina.

*** Chile: What's He Building in There? - Chile’s cutting edge playwright/director Manuela Infante probes
a single instant of magic in an attempt to stretch time and question the images that shape our perception.

***New York/Dominican Republic: Sosua: Dare to Dance Together — The Washington Heights’ YM &
YWHA brought together award-winning composer Liz Swados and teens from local Jewish and Dominican



communities to develop this original musical based on the real life story of 800 German-Austrian Jews that
settled in 1938 in the town of Sosua, Dominican Republic.

***From New York/Cuba/Puerto Rico - From Havana to Harlem: 100 years of Mario Bauzd — featuring
Bobby Sanabria Big Band and Guests — In this historic concert, The Apollo Theater and the critically
acclaimed Bobby Sanabria Big Band pay tribute to Mario Bauza, the founding father of Afro-Cuban Jazz.

*** New York/Brazil: TeatroStageFest Conference — Larry Rohter, Reporter of The New York Times and
author of Brazil on the Rise will lead a discussion with Danilo Santos de Miranda, Regional Director of SESC
cultural centers in Sdo Paulo, and Margaret Ayers, President of the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, on
the successful funding model in Brazil that democratizes access to a thriving arts movement, and examine
the need to develop new funding mechanisms in the U.S. that will further international artistic exchange.

*** Dancing In My Cockroach Killers by Pregones Theater, Down These Mean Streets by The American
Place Theater’s, My Baby is a Heroe by Scaramouches Latin Traveling Children’s Theater. For a full
calendar of Festival events and to purchase tickets audiences can visit www.teatrostagefest.org or call
212-695-4010. Single tickets to TeatroStageFest range from $5.00 to $50.00. The Festival also offers group
discounts. FREE programming at TeatroStageFest 2011 includes the Conference, SOSUA, What’s He

Building in There? and My Baby is a Hero, a puppet show for children ages 4-8, during Instituto Cervantes’
world-wide celebration The Day of the Spanish Language.

About TeatroStageFest

TeatroStageFest is produced by the Latino International Theater Festival of New York, Inc., a not-for-
profit organization that promotes Latino Theater from New York year-round and provides a window to
Iberian-American and Caribbean Theater. TeatroStageFest is an Official Event of the NYC Latin Media and
Entertainment Commission, and counts with support from American Airlines, Official Airline, and
Principal Media Sponsors NY1, El Diario/La Prensa and Telemundo 47.

TeatroStageFest 2011's PSA campaign featuring Celebrity Spokesperson Lauren Vélez was made possible
through the support of NY1 and NY1 Noticias. The bilingual campaign will launch on NY1, NY1 Noticias,
Telemundo 47 and V-me.

Additional Sponsors and Partners include:

Funders of the LITF/NY-SESC-SP International Cultural Engagement Partnership: Robert Sterling Clark Foundation and SESC
Cultural Sponsors: NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, NYC Council Members Joel Rivera,
Rosie Mendez, and Ydanis Rodriguez, NYC Council Manhattan Delegation, NY State Senator José Serrano, Instituto Cervantes,
Consulate General of Brazil in New York, Consulate General of Spain in New York, Ministry of Culture of Spain-INAEM Sponsors:
The Curtis McGraw Foundation, Con Edison, NY Community Trust Media Sponsors: NY1 Noticias, V-me, Manhattan Times, Bronx
Free Press, Impacto Latin News, El Correo de Queens, La Voz Hispana, Pie Derecho, The Brasilians, Hispanic NY Project,
nyremezcla.com and todobroadway.com. Presenting Partners: Hostos Center for the Arts and Culture, Instituto Cervantes, The
Apollo Theater, Teatro Pregones Theater, The American Place Theater, Americas Society, Martin E. Segal Theatre Center at the
CUNY Grad Center, YM & YWHA-Washington Heights, Bago Bunch, Amistad Dual Language School, Northern Manhattan Arts
Alliance, Limon Dance Company, Columbia University Medical Center, New York-Presbyterian- The University Hospital of Columbia
and Cornell, Centro Espafiol, The Malcolm X & Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial & Educational Center Creative Partner:
smashmanor.org



