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Opposite: Fe by Karl Adolf Donn-
dorf. Bronze group and fountain; pink mar-
ble base. Union Square Park. 1881

The fountain, made in Stuttgart and cast
in Braunschweig by G. Howaldt, was pur
chased by New York City in 1881. It sports

toons, lions” heads, birds, insects and
lizards.

Right: Peter Stuyvesant by Certrude Vander-
bilt Whitney. Bronze statue. Stuyvesant
Square. 194 1.

Mrs. Whitney founded the Whitney Stu-
dio Club ather studio in 1914; the organiza-
tion later expanded to become the Whitney
Museum. Her statue of Stuyvesant (1592~
1672y was first exhibited in the Nether-
fands’ Pavilion at the 1939 World's Fair
Her depiction of the last Dutch governor of
New Amsterdam (he surrendered the city to
the English in 1664, with his staff and
wooden leg, is modeled on Washington Irv-
ing's amusing description of him in Die
drich Knickerbocker's History of New York

Seeefrved fried - & ien S
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George Washington by Henry Kirke Brown with John O.
A Ward. Richard Upjohn, architect. Bronze statue on
granite pedestal (14 feet high). Union Square Park. 1856,

The statue commemorates Evacuation Day (November
2517831 when Washington entered New York City at the
end of its occupation by British forces during the Revolu
tion. The commission for the statue was first proposed 1o
Horatio Greenough, but when he fell into disagreement
with the committee, the project was entrusted to Brown
Referring to the Houdon bust as a guide, the sculptor

)
made a sketch model iaboves. Later,

naking changes in

the horse's gait and Washington's dress, he completed the
work in plaster in his Brooklvn studio with the aid of his
assistant Johr (. AL Ward twhose signature appears with
Brown's) and shipped it to the Ames Manutacturing Com-
pany, Chicopee, Massachusetis, to be cast in bronze.
Brown's studio then joined and chased the sections and
prepared to terry the tinished statue across the East River.
Only the Fulton Street Ferry had a boat large enough for
the statue. The work was received with great enthusiasm
and has frequently been called Brown's greatest achieve-
ment.




Above: !ndependence,kal{ag{g,taff by Anthony de Francisci. Peter
Coke Smith, architect. Bronze reliefs; circular granite pedestal (36
feet in diameter; 9% feet high). Union Square Park. 1925-26.

The flagstaff, formerly named the Charles F. Murphy Memorial,
was erected with $80,000 of Tammany-collected funds to comme-
morate the 150th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
independence. A bronze plaque carries the full text of the declara-
tion. The figures svmbolize the forces of good and evil in the
struggles for American independence, while a quote from Jefferson
is inscribed around the top.

Opposite: Marquis de Lafayette by Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi.
Bronze statue; pedestal in the form of a ship’s prow. Union Square
1876. Inscription: “As soon as | heard of American Independence,
my heart was enlisted.” 1776. To the City of New York. France, in
remembrance of sympathy in time of trial, 1870-1871.

An aristocrat with republican sympathies, Lafayette served as a
Major General in the Continental Army during the American Revo-
lution. He is shown standing on the prow of a boat, offering his
aword and hand to an unseen Washington. Bartholdi is most fa-
mous for Liberty Enlightening the World in New York Harbor.
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Opposite: Marquis de_Lafayette by Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi,
Bronze statue: pedestal in the form of a ship’s prow. Union Square
18706, Inscription: “As soon as | heard of American Independence.
my heart was enlisted.” 1776. To the City of New York. France. in
remembrance of sympathy in time of trial, 18701871,

An aristocrat with republican sympathies, Lafavette served as o
Major General in the Continental Army during the American Revo-
lution. He i< shown standing on the prow of a boat, offering hie
sword and hand to an unseen Washington. Bartholdi is most i
mous for Liberty Enlightening the World in New York H

rhor.




Opposite: Abraham Uincoln by Henry Kirke Brown. Bronze statue;
granite pedestal. Union ¢ quare Park. 1868

The statue of the Great Emancipator suffers by comparison with
Brown’s greatest work, the equestrian statue of Washington which
stands nearby. The Lincoln portrait has been criticized for the
distracting bagginess and wrinkles of his clothing, and misses the
depth of character of the great man.

Above: William Jenkins Worth by James Goodwin Batterson. Eques-
trian bronze in high relief: granite obelisk 51 feet tall), Madison
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Henry forgot his first lesson "u/oi

It dide’t take long for former City
Councilman turned Parks Commis-
sioner Henry Stern to acquire the ex-
pansive habits of the bureaucrals.

He had no sooner been appolnted to

s new posi just on & year ago when

he ordered a sun porch to be bulll on
the roof of his headguarters in the
Arsenal, a 19th century landmark

i

gide Central Park at 64th and

Fifth Avenue.

1
i

just

The Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission

. always ready to be accom-
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November 22, 1985

Honorable Gene A, Norman
Chairman,

Landmarks Preservation Commission
20 Vesey Street

New York,; N.Y., 10007

‘ S py
Lo ESEry
Dear Mr. Norman, R @%§Wijg Ah@

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the. )
East 50's Association, I am writing to you with regard to -
the Pavilion on the north end of Union Sguare Parke.

While the Pavilion is obviously not located
in our area, we feel very strongly that it has great architec-
tural merit and should be designated a landmark.

We are hopeful that the Commission will
recommend laridmarking the Pavilion.

Sincerely vyours,

Ellen L. Blair

P.O.BOX 384, ED.R. STATION- NEW YORK, N.Y. 10150

Avoluntary association benefiting residents, businessmen and property owners
from 50th to 55th Streets, between Lexington Avenue and the East River.



November 20, 1985

Hon. Gene A. Norman, Chairman

Landmarks Preservation Commission

20 Vesey Street Re: Pavilion in Union
New York, N. Y. 10007 Square Park, Manhattan

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On August 3, 1984, the Municipal Art Society urged the Landmarks
Preservation Commission to hold public hearings and designate in
the Union Square area of Manhattan eight structures of the "high-
est priority.” Gix of these structures were given a public hear-
ing on May 14, 1985. Among the two that were unrecognized by the
Commission was the Pavilion in Union Square Park, which the Society
described as follows:

A charming Palladian-style structure in the northern
end of the 3Square.

On November 14, 1984, Manhattan Community Board 6 passed a resolu-
tion urging the Landmarks Preservation Commission to establish a
Union Square Historic District and, within the boundaries recom-
mended, proposed that seventeen structures be designated individual
landmarks. Among them was the Pavilion in Union Square Park, which
the resolution described as follows:

Park Pavilion, 1931~2. Designed by Parks Department
architect Charles Schmieder, it is a late, graceful
example of Ttalian Palladian design.

In the current dispute over plans of the Department of Parks and
Recreation for Phase II of the redesign and restoration of Union
Square Park, alterations to the Pavilion loom large. The plans
include the construction of a massive series of steps on the
north side of the Pavilion; the elimination of the waist-high
walls between the columns on the north and south sides of the
Pavilion; and the visual obstruction of the grade-level floor
of the Pavilion by, in addition to the steps on the north side,
the filling in of the amphitheatre to grade level on the south
side.,

Union Square Park Community Coalition (USPCC) considers that
such plans would violate the architectural integrity of the
Pavilion in an attempt to convert this "graceful” and “charming®
little structure into a grand ceremonial entrance to Union Square
Park from the north -- a purpose for which it was not designed
and for which it is ill-equipped to function.

Once again, USPCC urges the Landmarks Preservation Commission to
hold a public hearing with a view to designating the Union Square

(more)

P.O. Box 314, Cooper Station Post Office, New York, New York 10276



Hon. Gene A. Norman / November 20, 1985 / Page Two

Park Pavilion an individual landmark, so that proposed altera-
tions to it would require the Commission'’s overview and ap-

proval. .
{Mghairy Historic Preservation Committee

i
plnce elgjj ,
f
TR
p AKE
/Jack Taylor
Encl.

ﬁ@&é&”’>w"‘~3%j AT

ce: Joseph Rose (chair, Community Board 5, Manhattan)

Joyce Matz (chair, Landmarks Committee, Community Board 5)
Frank Sanchis

Marjorie Pearson
Dorothy Miner
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Greenmarket Sees Threat in Numomb.m of Unioi

By ALEXANDER REID

On a typical market day at Union
Square Park, the Greenmarket does a
brisk business, serving tides of people
who come to pinch, poke and buy an
array of produce picked from fields
and orchards only a few hours before.

Lately, bowever, the talk among
farmers and customers has turned
from the price of McIntosh apples or
the texture of the Bartlett pears to a
territorial dispute with the city.

Supporters of the year-round mar-
ket, among 18 in the city, say the sec-
ond phase of a redevelopment plan for
the park would eliminate space for sev-
eral vendors, and irreparably harm the
market. R

Officials of the city’s Parks and
Recreation Department say that the

market’s supporters are overreacting -

and that they are willing to negotiate
with market representatives to insure
no space is lost.

The issue has stirred ill feelings in
what has been an otherwise successful
revitalization of Union Square Park,
which has been refurbished and re-
claimed from the drug dealers who had

roamed its 3.6 acres from 14th to 17th

Street east of Broadway.
Seeking Compatibility

“‘People who want to see the market
stay have been frightened by our resto-

Shoppers,

undeterred by rain and snow,

making _.E.ormwﬁ Saturday

The New York Tim
at Union Square Gree

ration for the park,” said Parks Com-
missioner Henry J. Sterm, who at-
tended three public meetings last week
to assure residents that the market
‘would not be harmed. “They think we
are going to close the market or deci-
mate it, which is totally unjustified by
the facts. I want the park to be Green-
market compatible.”

Since 1976, the Greenmarket has oc-
cupied a paved area at the northern
end of the park and portions of the west
and east sides of the park. On Satur-
days as many as 40 farmers from New
Jersey, Long Island and upstate bring
truckloads of seasonal fruits and
vegetables to crowds of customers that
total as much as 12,000.

The farmers pay from $28 to $37 for a
space on Saturdays, and less on the
other two®market days, Wednesdays.
and Fridays, and sell their goods from:
stalls :assembled at their trucks.

4

The preliminary designs for the
$5 million second phase of the park’s
redevelopment call for a double-row of

trees around the park and the construc-

in front of
stalls usu-

tion of steps at the north end,
the pavilion where farmers’
ally stand.

Concerned .>_x== Diversity

Critics say that both the trees and the
steps will take space from the market.

‘“This is not a fight just over trees,”
said Frank Stiles, a farmer from Mon-
roeville, N.J., who has sold his fruits
and vegetables at the market for nine
years. “If the Parks Department
pushes out one farmer, then we lose
what he offers and the market loses its
diversity. When we lose that, custom-
ers stop coming, and that hurts all of
:mvnu

Greenmarket supporters argue that

the market had already lost space be-
cause of the extensive re-landscaping
in the first phase of the park’s redevel-
opment, which was completed last
May. Concern grew in September when
Mr. Sterm,
while he approved of the market, he
had other matters to consider. -

‘““We may want to plant trees where
they have stalls,”” he was quoted as
saying. ‘‘We are designing a park, nota
fruit stand.”

A Meeting This Week

M. David Distler, a lawyer who is
headof the recently organized Friends
of Greenmarket, said residents fear
the city is insensitive to the market.

‘“They are acting like this is not even
a part of the park, when the market is

{ partly responsible for the turn-around

of the park,” he said.

in an interview, said that |

Last Thursday, Com
voted to approve the
plans, except for the pe

the location of the trees
th ili

“Part of the concer:
the plan would affect €
we will study those

‘ther,” said Marie Reil
the board’s park comr

Mr. Stern said plann
partment will meet f{
market representative
the dispute.

“Union Square Park
should be designed a:s
Sternsaid. ‘There areo
area besides the mark
us is to accommodat
while making the ar

park.”



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

20 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

566-7577

March 13, 1986

Ms. Tobey Pearl
1794 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11230

Dear Ms. Pearl:

In reference to your letter concerning your request for information about
the development of the Union Square Park as a platform for labor leaders I
regret to have to inform you that the Landmarks Preservation Commission has
no such information. I would suggest that you visit the Local History Room
of the Main Branch of the New York Public Library (the 42nd Street Branch).

Sincerely,

Marjorie Pearson
Director of Research
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1794 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11230

March 6, 1986

NYC Landmarks Preservation Comm.
20 Vesey
NY, NY

Dear Sir or Madam:

Tam at present a student of Brooklyn College, and as part of a 'History of
New York City' course, have decided to do a term paper on the development of the
Union Square Park (now undergoing renovation) as a platform for labor leaders, as
well as the situation of many Union establishments around the Union Square area.

It is my hope that you could provide some information on this subject. I will
gladly accept any material you have in the form of union 'histories' or '‘biographies'
as well as anything that would explain the relationships of the various unions to one
another with respect to their physical locations within the area. Maps would also
be helpful.

[ would also be grateful for any other sources you might be able to refer me
to for information, and if you have other information or material you feel might be
interesting, please feel free to include it.

Thank you for your assistance. I look forward to hearing from you. If you
need to speak to me, I can be reached at (718) 376-4112.

Fraternally yours,

~ 1 /

¢ ;, é@i{x{i/{f? &f }f@/ y E

Tobey Perl

Word Processing Dept.
Amalgamated Clothing and

Textile Workers Union
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GEORGE WASHINGTON

George Washington, astride a very sculptural horse,
occupies a small marginal island on the southeast
corner of Union Square, only a few feet away from the
maelstrom of trucks and taxicabs that make Fourth
Avenue and Fourteenth Street one of the busiest
corners in Manhattan.

The Father of His Country is dressed in the uniform
of 2 Colonial general, with head bared and the right
hand extended in a gesture of command.

The pedestal, which is simple to the point of naked-
ness, bears no inscription other than the name
WasHINGTON. A very ordinary spike fence of cast
iron surrounds the base of the pedestal.

Henry Kirke Brown, with John Quincy Adams
Ward as his assistant, are responsible for the statue,
which was presented to the City on July 4, 1856, by the
wealthy residents of Union Square, then an aristocratic
center, who raised $31,000 for its erection. It stands
on the very spot where Washington was rece ved by
the citizens of New York on its evacuation by the
British on November 25, 1783, and is the first statue
ornamenting a public site erected in New York since
that day.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Situated at the southwest corner of Union Square,
the statue of Lincoln, by Henry Kirke Brown, suffers
in outline for being a too literal expression of the very
prosaic sartorial fashion of the years immediately
following the Civil War.

It is hard to give to the shapeless trousers of those
days anything but an ungainly contour. The sculptor
has attempted to overcome the commonplaceness of
the garb of that period by draping the shoulders of the
martyr President in an ample cloak, which he has
treated in the fashion of a Roman toga.

The pedestal is of plain granite, without an inscrip-
tion, but surrounded with a parapet and balustrade of
stone and bronze on the plinth of which is inscribed
the undying sentiment: WiTH cHARITY FOR ALL, WITH
MALICE TOWARD NONE.

The monument was erected in 1870 through popular
subscription and under the auspices of the Union
League Club.




MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE

Also in Union Square, but much better located than
the Lincoln or Washington statues in respect to the
turmoil and noise of rushing crowds and congested
vehicular traffic, is the statue of Lafayette by Frederic
Auguste Bartholdi.

The young Marquis stands on a conventionalized
boat’s prow in the attitude of offering his hand and his
sword to Washington, whose statue happily stands
facing him on the same axis.

The bronze is much more detailed and finished than
either the Lincoln or the Washington statues, and is a
fine example of what dead metal may be made to say.
There is symbolism in the composition, nobility and
sentiment in the expression of the face, and what is
known as ““arrested motion” in the disposition of the
arms as well as in the stride.

A granite pedestal, conceived and executed with an
eye to complete harmony with the statue, is delicately
tooled to show garlands of laurel in low-relief. It is
the offering of the French citizens of New York and
bears the following inscriptions:

““AS SCON AS I HEARD OF
AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE
MY HEART
WAS ENLISTED.”
1776.

TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK,
FRANCE,
IN REMEMBRANCE OF SYMPATHY
IN TIME OF TRIAL
1870-1871

ERECTED 1876

The statue was presented to the City by the French
Government in recognition of the assistance rendered
by its citizens to the people of Paris during the Franco-
Prussian War.
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connecting the embankment with the hillside.  This arrangement would give the

city a water-

mt park uncqualled for beauty elsewhere in the world. At the north-
ern end of Riverside Park is the tomb of General U, 8. Grant

Morningside Park is « strip of land about 600 feet wide and more than half a
mile long, with an arca of 32 acres, extending north and south upon the castern slope
of Bloomingdale 1eights, north of 1roth Street and west of Eighth Avenue. It
overlooks Central Park and Harlem, and commands a view of Washington Heights
and the country to the north and cast. The land at the foot of the hill has been
faid out in a handsome landscepe design, and against the face of the cliff has been

constructed a heavy granite wall with projecting bastions and Droad stairways fead-
ing up to the parapetted promenade on the top.

Madison Square, bounded by Fifth Avenue, Broadw
Street and 26th Street, is the chicf popular resort of the cent

av, Madison Avenue, 23d

districts. Tt covers

nearly seven acres, and i sumier 3 charming with shade-tre and beds of flowers,

The Seward and the Farragut statues are inside the park, and the Worth Monu-

the northern corner.  Here are ornamental and drinking fountains, and

ment

MENAGERIE IN CENTRAL PARK.

in the season beds of beautiful water-lilies.  The Square is much frequented by
prettily dressed children with their nurses, and withal is thoroughly delightful.
Union Square, at Broadway, 14th Street, 17th Street, and Fourth Avenue is 34
acres in extent. Tere are the Lafayette, the equestrian Washington and the Lincoln
L;};Mucs, a pretty fountain in the centre, a large drinking fountain surmounted by the
figures of wwoman and two children, a small and artistic drinking fountain designed
by Olin T Warner, a paved plaza on the north bordered by a row of colared Agns«

famps, an ornamental structare and a cottage with a reviewing balcony,  The plaza
s a favored place for Targe outdoor mass-meetings.

e

S
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Washington Square has a character peculiar to itself. It is at the 1<>wcrvcn<l
of Fifth Avenue, an open space of about nine acres, once the Potter’s Field. }cw-
York socicty, driven successively out of Bowling Green, Bond Street, Bleecker bi}'cct
and elsewhere down-town, has made a sturdy stand for two generations in \\'asinvg«
ton Square.  The north side is lined by old-fashioned red-brick houses, with w]}xtu
marble trimmings, in which dwell the Coopers, the Rhinelanders, and other aristo-
cratic familics.  On the east side is the imposing white-stone castellated structure of
the University of the City of New York, hallowed by many associations.  The dor-
mitory of this building has for a generation at least been the bachcelor hom'u <Tf :u‘tigs
and men of letters, and many a recluse has buried himself from the world in its quiet

BOW BRIDGE, (N CENTRAL PARK,

precincts.  In the next block is the Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church, and the
modern Benedict Chambers, principally occupicd by artists. On the south side of
the Square small shops catering to the neighboring tenement population, have crept
in to a considerable extent.  Some of the old historic houses remain, and several
apartment-buildings. The feature of that side of the Square, however, is the Judson
Memorial Baptist Church.  On the west side are fine private residences and apart-
ment-hotels,  The principal ornament of the Square is the white-marble Washington
Memorial Arch, where Fifth Avenue begins,  There is a fountain, a statue of Gari-
baldi, a bust of Alexander L. Tlolley, beds of flowers, shade-trees, and hundreds of
seats that are gencrally occupied by poor people from neighboring tenements.
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bronze, at the southern entrance to the Mall, in Central Park. Tt was unveiled,

intervals about the shaft, and upon these
May 23, 1872, on the 3ooth anniversary of the great dramatist’s birth.

are carved the names of battles  with

which General Wortlh’s fame was identi- J The Indian Hunter, by J. Q. A. Ward, a life-size ideal figure of an Indian,
fied. The plot of land on which the monu- bow and arrow in . e
ment stands s surrounded by an iron hand, bending ;
fence ornamented by appropriate militar v 4 cagerly  forward |
designs, and the shaft also has upon it o and holding his i
bmn/,c coat-of-arms of New-York State dog in leash, is J:
and a group of military insignia.  The | just west of the I
monument was erected b) the city in 1857 Mall, in Central f
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbllt Park, and is a J
in bas-relief, is on the fiagade of lu, ] very spirited and
Hudson-Street freight-depot of the New- ; adnirable group. b
York Central & Hudson-River Railroad. The Eagles i
Governor Peter Stuyvesant, with ! and Goat in
his wooden leg most conspicuons, s o i Central Park s
wooden statue in front of the Stuyvesant an interesting
Insurance Company’s office, 165 Broadway. bronze by the
Gutenberg, the father of modern French  sculptor
printing, and Franklin, America's o Fratin, presented
nent printer, both modelted by Plassiman, to the city in 1803
adorn the fagade of \he Staate Zeitun by a wealthy resi-

Building, looking out upon Printing-House dent, Gurdon W,

GREELEY STATUE, IN PRINTING-HOUSE SQUARE. c;(luq.r(\ Bnrnhaln,
Beethoven, in Central Park, is commemorated by a colossal bronze bust on The Beth-
granite pedestal near the Music Pavilion of the Mall. It is the work of the (¢ serman j esda Fountain,
sculptor Bacrer, and was crected in .)' the most ambi-

1884 by the Minnerchor German sing. ; tious work of } :
ing society. sculpture in Cen- DODGE STATUE, AT BROADWAY AND SIXTH AVENUE.
Robert Burns i alse on the i tral Park, stands '

Mall, in Central Park, 2 bronze
seated figure on a rock, modelled by
John Stecle, of Edinburgh, and pre-
sented to the city in 1880 by Seotlish
citizens.

Sir Walter Scott, in Cenual
Park, also of bronze, of heroic size,
the work of Steele, and « present from
resident Scotchimen, is seated opposite
the Burns statue, on an Aberdecn.
granite pedestal. Tt was unveiled in
1872.

Fitz-Greene Halleck, in Central
Park, of bronze, the work of Wilson
MacDonald, is on the Mall. Tt shows
the poet seated in o chair, with note.
book and pen in hand. It was erected
in 1877,

The Shakespeaxe Statue, bv

J. Q. A, Ward, isa standing 11vrult n

; on the Esplanade at the foot of the Terrace, on the shore of the Lake.  The design,
by Mlss Inmm %tc bbins, the New-York sculptor, represents the ange! blessing
o sy the waters of the Pool of Bethesda. The figure
- of the winged angel is poised easily upon a mass
N of rocks from which the water gushes, falling
over the edge of the upper basin, which is sup-
ported by four figures symbolizing Temperance,
Purity, Health and Peace. In her left band the
angel holds a bunch of lilics, flowers of purity,
and over her bosom are the cross-bands of the |
messenger.  The basin of the fountain contains
lotus, papyrus, Indian water-lilies, and other rare
water-plants.

General Simon Bolivar, the Liberator of
South America, is represented by an cquestrian
statue that stands on the west side of Central |
Park, near 81st Street. Tt is a replica of the Boli-
var statue by R. De La Cora, m Caracas, Vene-
zuela ; and was a present from the South- American

Republic to the City of New York in 1884.

COX STATUE, IN ASTOR PLACE, JAMES FOUNTAIN, IN UNION SQUARE,XMi‘Xc
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Daniel Webster is an heroic
bronze statue on the West Drive in
Central Park, madc by Thomas Ball,
at a cost of F63,000. Gurdon W,
Burnham presented it

Mazzini, a bronze bust, is on
the West Drive of Central Park, It
15 of heroic size, upon a high pedestal,
Turini, the Ttalian sculptor, made it,
and Ttalian residents of New York,
admirers of the great Ttalian agitator,
presented it to the city in 1878,

The Seventh-Regiment
Monument is on the West Drive of
Central Park, not far from the Web.

e Ster statue. It represents a citizen

WSH‘NGTON EQUESTRIAN MONUMENT, IN UNiON SQUAPE.;ﬁfSO]dXCT at Pﬂ.rﬂdc rest, J(,‘llni“g on }!iS

musket. Tt was modelied by J. Q.

A rd, and was erected in 1874, 1o commemorate the patriotism of those mem-
bers of the Seventh New-Vork Regiment who fell in battle during the civil war,

The Falconer, an ideal bronze figure, modelled by George Simonds, stands on
a bluff in Central Park.  George Kemp presented it to the city in 187z

Commerce, an allegorical female figure in bronze, of heroic size, is the work of
the French sculptor Bosquet. 1t is in Central Park, near the entrance at Eighth
Avenue and 59th Street, and was crected in 1866, a gift from Stephen B. Guion.

Alexander Hamilton, a granite statue in Central Park, stands near the Muscum
of Art. Ch. Conradts, the sculptor, designed it for the son of Hamilton, John C.
Hamilton, who presented it to the city in 1880,

Prof. S. F. B. Morse is honored with a bronze statue, of life-size, modelled
by Byron M. Picketr, and erected in 1871 by the Telegraph Operators’ Association,
It is in Central Park, near the 72d-Street entrance,
on Fifth Avenue. Prof. Morse was present at
the dedication.

The Pilgrim, an heroic bronze statue on the
Grand Drive, in Central Park, was a gift from
the New-England Society of New York, in 1885.
It is a picturesque and noble statue, by J. Q. A.
Ward, to commemorate the landing of the Pil.
grims on Plymouth Rock. Tt represents  a
strong-faced, alert, and resolute hero, in the
quaint English costume of 1620,

The Alexander Von Humboldt bronze
bust in Central Park was a gift from the German
residents of the city, in 186G, It was designed
by Prof. Gustave Blacser, of Berlin; and stands
near Fifth Avenue and 5gth Street,

The Thomas Moore lust near the south-
eastern corner of Central Park, was modelled by
Dennis B. Shechan, and put in place by the
Moore memorial committee, in 1880,

LAFAYEYTE STATUE, IN UNICN SQUARE,MK
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Schiller, the German poet, is remem-
bered in a bronze bust by C. L. Richter,
that is set up on a sandstgne pedestal in
the Ramble, in Central Park. It was the
first piece of sculpture to be crected in the
Park ; and was presented by German resi-
dents, in 1859, less than three years after
the Park was begun.

The Still Hunt, in Central Park, by
Edward Kemeys, represents a crouching -
American panther preparing to leap upon
its prey. Itison a high ledge near the
Obclisk.

The Tigress and Young, a fine
bronze group, came from the hand of the
French sculptor, Auguste Cain. It stands
west of the Terrace in Central Park, and
was a gift in 1867 of twelve New-Yorkers.

The Egyptian Obelisk, in Central
Park, is one of the most intercsting his-
torical relies in the metropolis, It was
presented to the city, through the Depart-
ment of State, in 1877, by the Khedive of
Egypt, Ismail Pasha. It was transported
to this country under the direction of
Licut.-Com. H. . Gorringe, U, S0 N, at the expensc of William H. Vanderbilt.
The monolith is of granite, 69 fect high, and weighs 220 tons. It is the sixth in
size of the famous obclisks of Igypt, and was erected in the Temple of the Sun, at
Heliopolis, 3,500 years ago, by King Thothmes I1I.  The hieroglyphic inscriptions
upon it relate the titles of Thothmes, and his illustrious descendant, King Rameses
L., who lived 200 years after Thothmes.  Until the reign of Tiberius it stood in
the Temple of the Sun, and then it was removed
to Alexandria, where it remained until it crossed
the water to the New World. The obelisk was
old in the days of the Roman Empire; antedates
the Christian Era by fifteen centuries; looked
down upon the land of Egypt before the siege of
Troy; and was familiar to Moses and the Isracl-
ites in bondage. It now stands on a knoll near
the Museum of Art, an impressive reminder of a
far-away past.  The severities of the American
climate may cause the gradual obliteration of the
venerable inscriptions on the obelisk, and great
care has been taken to protect these annals of
the past by covering them with paraffine an
other protective materials.  Another obelisk, of
similar size, stood with this before the Temple of
the Sun, and now adorns the Queen-Victoria
Embankment, along the Thames, in London.
Both were of the rose-red granite of Nubia.

LINCOLN STATUE, IN UNICN SQUARE. W;

SEWARD S8TATUE, IN MADISON BQUARE,
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August 7, 1887.) OHRBACH'S followed suit and these two establishments,
dealing in women’s apparel, gave the impetus from which developed
today's substantial shopping center.

As a retail district Union Square, more strictly Fourteenth Street. is
perhaps the city’s largest outlet for low-priced women's merchandise.
KLEIN's, doing a tremendous business in women's apparel, employs a
minimum--of “sales people, and customers help themselves in cafeteria
fashion. The presence of store detectives inhibits shoplifting, Hrarn's
DEPARTMENT STORE, between TFifth and Sixth Avenues on Fourtcenth
Street, has shared in the general retail rejuvenation of the section. The
stores of Fourteenth Street ne longer draw their clientele exclusively from
the East Side. Women from near-by cities, from the suburbs, and from
every part of New York come bargain hunting here. In line with the
district’s labor character, most of its business houses are either unionized
or in process of becoming so. The shoppers here are probably the most
union-conscious consumers in the country. An everyday sight on Union
Square is the picket line, whether it be in front of a restaurant, an orange-
drink stand, or a shoe shop.

UNION SQUARE PARK, after years of neglect, was landscaped in 1935-6.
The level of the ground was raised several feet above the street in order
to allow for the construction of an underground concourse connecting the
various subway routes below. At the north end a colonnaded bandstand
was constructed, overlooking a large plaza where automobiles are parked

unless a mass meeting is scheduled.

A number of monuments and pieces of sculpture of high merit are in
the square. The most commanding of these is a bronze equestrian
STATUE OF WASHINGTON near the southern end of the park facing Four-
teenth Street. The work of Henry Kicke Brown, it was one of the earliest
equestrian statues in America. ]. Q. A. Ward designed the base. The
statue, dedicated on July 4, 1856, was originally placed at the southeast
corner of the square, where Washington was said to have been received
by the citizens of New York following the evacuation of the city by the
British on November 235, 1583,

Other monuments include a heroic bronze STATUE OF Lincorn, also
by Brown, and a bronze Ficure oF LAFAYETTE by Frédéric Auguste
Bartholdi, designer of the Statuc of Liberty. From the center of the square
rises an eighty-foot LIBERTY POLE, erected in 1924. It commemorates the
Declaration of Independence and honors the Tammany leader, Charles
Francis Murphy. In the sculptured, drum-shaped base, designed by An-
thony de Fransisci, are engraved Jefferson’s words: ""How little my coun-
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trymen know what precious blessings they are in possession of and which
no other people on earth enjoy.”

The diverse architecture of the buildings surrounding Union Square
does not supply the unified feeling of enclosure implied by the word
“square,” but it does offer an interesting record of architectural styles that
have been popular in past years. The LiINcoLnN BUILDING, erected at 1
Union Square in 1889, is an example adapted from Romanesque work;
at No. 33 the Union Building, built in 1893, has richly framed windows
inspired by Spanish Moorish design. The cast-iron front widely popular
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century is exemplified by the AMmAL-
GAMATED BANK BUILDING at 11-15 Union Square, erected in 1870-71.

Most of the recent buildings, however, are faced with stone. Three di-
visions of each facade are clearly marked: a base ornamented with classical
details, an intermediate portion of undecorated masonry pierced by regu-
lar windows, and a crowning element at the top consisting of arched win-
dows and an elaborate cornice. The BaNK OF THE MANHATTAN COM-
PANY at 31 Union Square and the HARTFORD BUILDING at No. 41 arc
typical.

The decreased demand for industrial floor area and the increased num-
ber of vacancies, in the years following the financial crisis of 1920, led to
the popularity of a new type of structure-—the taxpayer. This was designed
to yield rent that was sufficient to pay the real-estate taxes; it could be re-
placed by a larger building during a more prosperous period. Such an
example is at 31 EAST SEVENTEENTH STREET, a two-story structure of light-
cream brick and panels.

In the northeast corner of the square—Seventeenth Street and Fourth
Avenue-—is TAMMANY HaLL, the headquarters of the city-wide system of
Democratic political clubs. Here the inner council of sachems meets to set
Tammany’s policies and to plan campaigns. When the organization wins
at the polls, club leaders and district workers swarm to the Hall for a
rousing election night celebration, but such joyful gatherings have been
infrequent in recent years. The building, erected in 1929, has some re-
semblance to the old Federal Hall that stood at Broad and Wall Streets.

Although the CoNsOLIDATED EpisoN BUILDING is one block east of the
square—Fourteenth Street and Irving Place—it is already part of the
square’s tradition. The building, completed in scctions between 1915 and
1929, occupies the site of the old Academy of Music. The mausoleum-like
tower rises 531 feet above the square; its bright lights, visible for
miles, and the illuminated dial of the great clock below, are welcome land-
marks.



UNION §QUARE WASHINGTON MONUMENT

FOURTH AVENUE, LOOKING NORTH FROM UNION SQUARE,

UNION SOUARE HOTEL,
NEW YORK,

When visiting New York, vou will find the UNiox S0UaARE
Hoter a very desirable location, fronting on Union Square Park,
corner 15th street, near Broadwa, in the very center of the fashion-
able shopping district, and convenient to all theatres and principal
attractions of the city.  This well known Hotel is patronized by the
best people from all parts of the world, and having recently heen
newly furnished and decorated throughout, and equipped with all
modern conveniences, makes it one of the most comfortable and
home-like Hotels in the Metropolis,

The Uniox Souvare Hovern is run on the European plan and
charges are moderate.  I'or rates and full particulars, addre
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blished House under new management.

Thoroughly renovated, perfect sanitation and all modern
improvements.

An Hotel of excellent cuisine, superior service and quiet,
homelike comfort. g i

THE RENDEZVOUS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEANS, 1 z
European Plan. B. L. M. BATES, Proprietor. :
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Is Union Sq. Park A Landmark?

By LUCIA FLAVIA
There was art long before
there was business. and long
before there was art there was
nature: noble. harsh, satisfying,
haffling, and good.

Our municipal parks encom-
pass these elements in measured
ways and thereby are mixed bless-
ings.

In the matter of Union Square
Park there is a serious decision
to be made. Designating it as a
scenic landmark looms close on
the horizon. Kvaluating the
merits of the action is the order
of the day.

Via our park system we are the
heirs of persons of extraordinary
vision® Frederick Law Olmstead
and Calvert Vaux in the 19th cen-

tury: Fiorello H. LaGuardia and
Robert Moses earlier in this cen-
tury. As well. we are much in-
debted to a number of
anonvmous artists and architects
which New York was fortunate to
have working for it in the years
of the Great Depression. These
now forgotten scholars of the
classic designs of the past were
imbued with fine sensibilities.
and their taste and discretion
found them opting to lift two
lovely concepts from the
heritage of French splendors to
be adapted for realization at
Union Square and Bryant Parks.

With the social climate frac-
tured in our times. the parks are
more often than not arenas for
real and svnthetic psychodramas
instead of the oases the

visionaries projected they must
be.

Currently some well-meaning
planners working with com-
munity groups have embarked on
ambitious adventures to make
parks places to be everything for
evervbody.

Does this ever work?

Reconstructing open areas and
using them for intensive pur-
poses has up until now led to ruin.
There is no ability to restore the
hard won living green elements
after “events.”

In Union Square the
alterationists concoct schemes to
relocate subway entrances and to
restructure accesses to the un-
avoidably raised level (the park
was reconstructed in the early
30's above a several-acre subway

arcade). There is also talk of
relocating the statuary, cluster-
ing it all at the south end (but
whv?) so that the massive
equestrian George Washington
monument would be made to ap-
pear to be “riding herd” on an
unsuspecting Abraham Lincoln
and a hapless Marquis de
LaFayette.

Traffic patterns. presently
well-balanced. going in two ways
on all sides. would be disrupted
to supposedly plant more trees
along the curbstones and sup-
posedly enlarge the Park. Actual-
lv part of the plan is to cut
through the southwest section of
the main portion of the park
itseif.

Trees do not survive close to
the lethal fumes. The Square has
very few residents who, it has
been proven. are the only hope
any trees will ever have to be
watered and card for in these
austerity days.

In studving the history of the
14th Street area some of us see
the spectre of “"Dead Rkan's
Curve' rising for i zactly
this spot. where Breadway con-
tinues to make a very sharp and
kinkv turn. that manv Lives were
lost across the year ..

Landmarking could guarantee
that improvements would be
given professional and intelligent
serutiny by specialists.

There is some fear that land-
marking would hamper plans to
restore the Pavilion at the north

end of the Park close to where

the Greenmarket flourishes
every Saturday. The presently
dilapidated structure needs

" .. ch attention,” expertise and

‘srnce to get the job done.

Wouldn't the designation be more
likely to stimulate a flow of in-
terest and money from solid
public as well as private
sources?

Merchants and others known
for their civic mindedness are of-
fended by the sorry picture
presented by the ill health of
some of the regular park
habitues. No reconstruction of a
park has solved a2 community’s
social problems, Washingion
Square Park is a case in point.
Another is the situation prevalent
at this very moment in Bryant
Park where higher usage of the
area has resulted in an inten-
sification of the abundant ills
with which it has ahounded for
vears. S0 much for superficial
unempathetic planning.

No urban park can ever be a
“cosy’” place until the matter of
community health is addressed
properly and with profound
reason.

The collective efforts of all
concerned parties might be put {o
work beautifying Union Square
with massive aulumn plantings
of chrysanthemums. with in-
depth fertilization of the grounds,
with trimming of the {rees io
strengthen them, and with the
planting of bulbs for spring
flowering. The Department of
Parks would be eager to pitch in
and help accomplish such a pro-
ject.

A5 to the elimination of the sor-
TOWS...

We come te polar parks to hear
the tropic screams of friends, a
City poet, Tuli Kupferberg once
said a generation ago.

May no voice be wholly lost!
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By DEIRDRE CARMODY

Union Sguare Park, a historic New
York City park that has become a di-
lapidated hangout for drug pushers and
derslicts, is scheduled for a $1.5 million
renovation, starting in the spring.

The park is to be turned into a large
open lawn with irees, statues and IMonu-
ments. Bushes around the outside of the
pari, which act as screens for llicir
drug sales, are to be cut down, New
lighting is 10 be installed and the sub-
way entrances will be redesigned,

“We want to change the use of the in-
side of the park to make it atiractive for
people who are not interestad in drugs,”
said Bronson Binger, assistant parks
commissioner, who is overseeing the
‘project. “The park is now Very -
wholesome. It's not an attractive place
tosit. It's 2 negative space,

Ftatues Coversd With Gragfin

The park is bounded by Hast 14th
Street, East 17th Street Union Square
East (a continuation of Fourth Avenue)
and Union Sguare West {a continuation
of Broadway). It has deteriorated
dramatically in the years since [4th
Street was a bustling commercial cen.
ter. Statues have heen damaged and
what is left of them has heen covered
with gratfiti. Benches and strest lights
have been ripped our. The smell of
marijuana is pervasive and there is a
sense that this is a place to be walked by
gquickly,

But the neighborhood — once domi
nated by light manufacturing and office
buildings - is becoming more residen-
tial, and Parks Department officials
say they are trying to respond to the
trend.

“The population around the park is
changing very rapidly,” Mr. Binger
saldl yesterday. “Some of the ware.
house buildings are being turned into
fofts and there is a good deal of residen-
tial development under way. We are de-
signing the park for a changing popula-
tion, where instead of people waiking
through the park on the WaY L0 stores or
offices the park will be more thoroughly
used. For instance, eventually we
would Like to put a playground in.”

Two subway entrances for the Union
Sguare station — at 14th Strest and
Union Square West and at 15th Street
and Union Square Hast — will be re. ‘ :
placed with kiosks of cast iron and -
£lass, modeled after the original Beaux - The New York Times/ Marilyan K. Yee

. A view of Union Square Park looking north from East 14th Street. Restora-
ed on Page B12 tion of the historic park is scheduled to begin in the m@%@
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BY JIM MEYER

The 30 commercial tenants of the
buildings bound by 3zd, 4th and
Mercer Streets and Broadway,
threatened with eviction by New
York University, landlord of the
properties, will meet this week to
discuss sirategies for '‘mass
actions”” in their battle against
NY{’s decision to convert their loft
premises to residential use, accord-
ing to Jeffrey Ween, the attorney
representing them.

Organized as the Commiitee of
Labor and Industry to Keep Jobs in
New York, the manufacturing
businesses that are being forced
out to make way for the construc-
tion of 300 middle-income apart-
ments intend to consider lactics
such as mass distribution of leaflets
and picketing to publicize their
cause. The legal grounds for
challenging the University’s vacate
dermands will also be discussed.

The University issued eviction
notices last week to the tenants of
the nine Ioft buildings. About half
of the tepants have no leases.

According to NYU's Director of
Real Hatate, Raymond Viola, "'we
will help to relocate all those
tenants willing to move."’ For those
businesses with outstanding
leases, most of which expire at the
end of this year with the remainder
terminating over the next iwo
years, “‘we will have to wait until
the leases run out,”” Viola said.

The University has not yet

jam-packed Independence Day celebration.
pace for the day which wound up with an sxplosion of

BY JIM MEYER
e designation of Union Square
as a scenic landmark, which
be the subject of the city’s
matks Preservation Commis-
public hearing July 12, could
rdize efforts to upgrade the
ving area, according to Carvel

Loft Tenants Plan to Fi
NYU Eviction Notices

determined a schedule for the
conversion project, which will
qualify for the cily's J-51 tax
abatement program when complet-
ed, according to Viola.

The tenants” Committee is,
however, lobbying for changes in
the J-51 law, which encourages
conversion of commercial proper-
ties to residential use. Claiming the
J-51 incentive, originally intended
to aid the revitalization of declining
neighborhoods, is being abused for
the purpose of more profitable
residential use of the property, the
tenants intend fo seek a court
postponement of their move while
‘‘the issue is settled in terms of
changes in the law.”

“When a community loses iis
miz and becomes solely residen-
tial,”” Ween argued, it loses some
of its dynamism and vitality.
Rebutting the argument that there
is an abundance of vacant loft
space elsewhere in the city, Ween
said that the nature of the
threatened businesses, many of
them hat and cap makers, is
appropriate for their present loca-
tion, **This area is the market place
for this industry in the city,”” Ween
explained, ‘and these lofts are
valuable to the fenants.”

Ween is currently undertaking
“an investigation of other instanc-
es of 1-51 abuses,”’ to be presented
to Edward Sadowski, Chairman of
the City Council’s Finance Com-
mittee, as evidence of the need to

| THE FABULOUS FOURTH: Lower Manhattan was transformed info a glant block um«@ fora
The suntlsh regatia on the Hudson River set the
fireworks on the Hudson. Food and fair

sht

clarify and redefine the J.51 law.

The Commitiee also intends to
challenge the recent nomination,
by Governor Hugh Carey, of NYU
President John Sawhill to the
Emergency Financial Control
Board. In a letter to the Governor,
the Committee explained the re-
cent actions of the University and
its objections to the nomination.

According to Ween, the tenants
will urge State Senator Roy Good-
man, Chairman of the Senate
Committee of Finance, to testify
against Sawhill’s nomination on the
grounds that *‘i is inconsistent for
someone who has taken actions to
erode the economic base of the city
to be given the power and
responsibility for the economic
recovery of the city.”

project coordinator for the
14th Street-Union Square Project.

T,

‘“This is not the ftime for
landmark designation,” Moore
said, noting that it would impose

constraints on future plans for the
rehabilitation and development of
the area. “‘We need time to
explore new uses for the park.”

The recently formed 14th Street-
Union Square Area Project, an
organization of businesses, com-
munity boards and government
agencies dedicated to improving
the park and the surrounding
neighborhood, has undertaken the
responsibility for its revitalization
through a program of fundraising
and planning new public uses for
the area.

Emphasizing the potential for
reclaiming the historic park, which
has become the home of derelicts
and addicts, Moore said, ““We are
doing wotk in the park with the
idea to see how physical improve-
ments can be made and new public
uses developed.”

A series of weekly noontime

concerts in the park through the
summer, {o encourage its use by

mmxw ) Precinct’s Captain

al:

New Co

Captain Edward B. Walsh, whe
was named commander of the Sixth
Precinct barely five months ago,
was promoted to deputy inspector
and transferred to Quaens o head
the department’s Highway District
Office—a city-wide post—last Fri-

weather dominated the Lower Manhattan scene and, of course, dancing in the strests. Some

litter in the sirests, ioo.

Transferred:
nand

- what we hope will

day.

Walsh was the fifth commanding
officer to be transferred out of the
area in the past seven years. He
has been replaced by Captain
Aaron Rosenthal, former head of
the Safe, Loft and Truck Unit.

The new assignment for Walsh
—his first city-wide detail—is
considered quite a jump from a
local post. However, local commu-
nity leaders have expressed shock
and regret at the sudden move,
part of & huge, city-wide promotion
of 196 officers announced by Police
Commissioner Michael Codd’s
office.

‘I wonder how they functionon a
day to day basis when they pull
nonsense like this,”” said Richard
S. Kaye, vice chairman of the Six{h
Precinct Community Council. ‘“The
manpower management structure
needs a total overhaul. This is an
example of a stupid management
practice that goes on over and over
again. We’ve had no less than five
commanders in this precinct since
1970.”

“The beginning of the summer
—the most crucial time of the vear
in the area for the police—they
decide to move someone new in
here who has to learn the whole
area all over again, it’s ridiculous,”
said Ann Nita Silverman, co-
chairman of the Ad Hoc Committes
to Decriminalize Village Parks.
“We need the coumtinuity of the
person whe laid the groundwork for
be a peaceful
summer.”’

However, Joan Swan, chairman
of Community Board 2, when asked
for her thoughts on the transfer,
said, ‘1 simply assume that they
have replaced Captain Walsh with
someone very competent who will
do a good job.”’

Captain Walsh and Commission-
er Codd’s office were not available
for commeant.

the local community, is one effort
in this direction. Groups  of
volunteers are also being organized
to do cleaning and planting.

“Qur long range ideas for the
park include plans {o build ramps
to make it accessible to the
handicapped and to find a perm-
anent use for the pavillion at the
northern end,”” Moore explained.
“‘Some suggestions that have been
advanced for that is a small
restaurant or museum, which
would give the park a sense of
ongoing activity.”’

According to the Landmarks
Preservation Commission, the deci-
sion to consider the designation of
Union Square Park, opened in
1839, came about as a result of 2
“‘general interest’”” on the part of
the public and a survey of the
general area by the Commission
staff.

At the time it was opened to the
public, several other squares were
also comstructed in the area making
it a fashionable residential section.
The tradition of using Union
Square as a place of mass
meetings, protests and debate
began during the Civil War and
political groups of all types met
there during the vears preceeding
World War 1. The 1920°s and
1930’s saw the Square used as a
site for union raliies and its present
tandscaping, in the classical tradi-
tion, was undertaken in 1935 when
its level was raised to allow for the
construction of ap underground
subway concourse,

Moore ntends to give testimony
against the designation at the
Commission’s hearing which be-

cgins at 10:30 in the Board of

Estimate chamber in City Hall.
Renovation of the entrances to
the 14th Street-Union Square sub-
way stations is also among the
priorities of the Project but,
according to Moore, “‘our plans
would be constrained by landmark
designation.”
“We need time for dialogue,”” she
said. ""We want o explore the
possibilities with the commission
ers, members of the public, and the
community boards and we would
not like to see designation now.
The Bank of Metropolis Bulilding
at 31 Union Square West, built in
1902, and the Union Building at 22
Union Sgquare West, built in 1893
will also be among the items
considered for landmarks designa.
tion at the July 12 hearing.
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Opposite: Fountain by Karl Adolt Donn-
dorf. Bronze group and fountain; pink mar-
ble base. Union Square Park. 1881

The fountain, made in Stuttgart and cast
in Braunschweig by G. Howaldt, was pur-
chased by New York City in 1881, It sports
a wealth of decoration around its base—fes-
toons, lions’ heads, birds, insects and
lizards.

Right: Peter Stuyvesant by Gertrude Vander-
hilt Whitney. Bronze statue. Stuyvesant
Square. 19471,

Mrs. Whitney founded the Whitney Stu-
dio Club ather studio in 1914; the organiza-
tion later expanded to become the Whitney
Museum. Her statue of Stuyvesant (1592
1672) was first exhibited in the Nether
lands’ Pavilion at the 1939 World's Fair.
Her depiction of the last Dutch governor of
New Amsterdam (he surrendered the city to
the English in 1664), with his staff and
wooden leg, is modeled on Washington Irv-
ing’s amusing description of him in Die-
drich Knickerbocker’s History of New York.
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George Washington by Henry Kirke Brown with john Q.
A. Ward. Richard Upjohn, architect. Bronze statue on
granite pedestal (14 feet high). Union Square Park. 1856,

The statue commemorates Evacuation Day (November
25, 1783) when Washington entered New York City at the
end ol its occupation by British forces during the Revolu-
tion. The commission for the statue was first proposed to
Horatio Greenough, but when he fell into disagreement
with the committee, the project was entrusted to Brown.
Referring to the Houdon bust as a guide, the sculptor
made a sketch model tabover Later, making changes in

the horse’s gait and Washington's dress, he completed the
work in plaster in his Brooklyn studio with the aid of his
assistant John Q). A. Ward (whose signature appears with
Brown’s) and shipped it to the Ames Manufacturing Com-
pany, Chicopee, Massachusetts, to be cast in bronze.
Brown’s studio then joined and chased the sections and
prepared ta ferry the finished statue across the East River.
Only the Fulton Street Ferrv had a boat large enough for
the statue. The work was received with great enthusiasm
and has frequently been called Brown’s greatest achieve-
ment.




Above: Independence Flagstaff by Anthony de Francisci. Peter
Coke Smith, architect. Bronze reliefs: circular granite pedestal (36
(eet in diameter; 9% feet high). Union Square Park. 1925-26.

The flagstaff, formerly named the Charles F. Murphy Memorial,
was erected with $80.000 of Tammany-collected funds to comme-
morate the 150th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. A bronze plague carries the full text of the declara-
tion. The figures symbolize the forces of good and evil in the
struggles for American independence, while a guote from Jefferson
is inscribed around the top.

Opposite: Marquis de Lafayette by Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi.
Bronze statue: pedestal in the form of a ship’s prow. Union Square
1876. Inscription: ““As soon as | heard of American Independence,
my heart was enlisted.”" 1776. To the City of New York. France, in
remembrance of sympathy in time of trial, 1870-1871.

An aristocrat with republican sympathies, Lafayette served as a
Major General in the Continental Army during the American Revo-
lution. He is shown standing on the prow of a boat, offering his
wword and hand to an unseen Washington. Bartholdi is most fa-
mous for Liberty Enlightening the World in New York Harbor.
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Opposite: Marquis de Lafayette by Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi.

Bronze statue; pedestal in the form of a ship’s prow. Union Square
1876, Inscription: “As <oon as | heard of American Independence,
my heart was enlisted.” 1776. To the City of New York. France, in
remembrance of sympathy in time of trial, 1870-1871.

An aristocrat with republican sympathies, Lafayette served as a
Major General in the Continental Army during the American Revo-
lution. He 1< shown standing on the prow of a boat, offering his
sword and hand to an unseen Washington. Bartholdi is most fa-
mous for Liberty Enlightening the World in New York Harbor.




Opposite: Abr
granite pedestal. Union Square Park. 1868

The statue of the Great Emancipator suffers by comparison with
Brown's greatest work, the equestrian statue of Washington wh

stands nearby. The Lincoln portrait has b

vich
cen criticized for the
chstracting bagginess and wrinkles of his clothing, and misses the
depth of character of the great man

Above: William Jenkins Worth by James Goodwin Batt

erson. Equesa
frian bronze in high r("iti’f; grantte obelisk 51
g

feet tall), Madison
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202 MANHATTAN: MIDDLE AND UPPER EAST SIDE

August 7, 1887.) OHRBACH'S followed suit and these two establishments,
dealing in women’s apparel, gave the impetus from which developed
today’s substantial shopping center.

As a retail district Union Square, more strictly Fourteenth Street, is
perhaps the city’s largest outlet for low-priced women's merchandise.
KrLEIN'S, doing a tremendous business in women's apparel, employs a
minimum of sales people, and customers help themselves in cafeteria
fashion. The presence of store detectives inhibits shoplifting. HEarN's
DEPARTMENT STORE, between Fifth and Sixth Avenues on Fourteenth
Street, has shared in the general retail rejuvenation of the section. The
stores of Fourteenth Street no longer draw their clientele exclusively from
the East Side. Women from near-by cities, from the suburbs, and from
every part of New York come bargain hunting here. In line with the
district’s labor character, most of its business houses are either unionized
or in process of becoming so. The shoppers here are probably the most
union-conscious consumers in the country. An everyday sight on Union
Square is the picket line, whether it be in front of a restaurant, an orange-
drink stand, or a shoe shop.

UNION SQUARE PARK, after years of neglect, was landscaped in 1935-6.
The level of the ground was raised several feet above the street in order
to allow for the construction of an underground concourse connecting the
various subway routes below. At the north end a colonnaded bandstand
was constructed, overlooking a large plaza where automobiles are parked
unless a mass meeting is scheduled.

A number of monuments and pieces of sculpture of high merit are in
the square. The most commanding of these is a bronze equestrian
STATUE OF WASHINGTON near the southern end of the park facing Four-
tecnth Street The work of Henry Kirke Brown, it was one of the earliest
equestrian statues in America. J. Q. A. Ward designed the base. The
statue, dedicated on July 4, 1836 was originally placed at the southeast
corner of the square, where thmﬂon was said to have been received
by the citizens of New York following the evacuation of the city by the
British on November 25, 1783.

Other monuments include a heroic bronze STATUE OF LINCOLN, also
by Brown, and a bronze FIGURE OF LAFAYETTE by I‘redencmAm{;g;ustc
) /desxgner of the Statue of leerty From the center of the square
rises an cighty-foot LIBERTY PoLE, erected in 1924. It commemorates the
Declaration of Indcpenacﬁéﬂéhﬁnd honors the Tarﬁmany leader, Charles
Francis Murphy. In the sculptured, drum-shaped base, designed by An-
thony de Fransisci, are engraved Jefferson’s words: "How little my coun-

UNION SQUARE DISTRICT 203

trymen know what precious blessings they are in possession of and which
no other people on earth enjoy.”

The diverse architecture of the buildings surrounding Union Square
does not supply the unified feeling of enclosure implied by the word
“square,” but it does offer an interesting record of architectural styles that
have been popular in past years. The LINCOLN BUILDING, erected at 1
Union Square in 1889, is an example adapted from Romanesque work;
at No. 33 the Union Building, built in 1893, has richly framed windows
inspired by Spanish Moorish design. The cast-iron front widely popular
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century is exemplified by the AMAL-
GAMATED BANK BUILDING at 11-15 Union Square, erected in 1870-71.

Most of the recent buildings, however, are faced with stone. Three di-
visions of each fagade are clearly marked: a base ornamented with classical
details, an intermediate portion of undecorated masonry pierced by regu-
lar windows, and a crowning element at the top consisting of arched win-
dows and an elaborate cornice. The BANK OF THE MANHATTAN COM-
PANY at 31 Union Square and the HARTFORD BUILDING at No. 41 are
typical.

The decreased demand for industrial floor area and the increased num-
ber of vacancies, in the years following the financial crisis of 1929, led to
the popularity of a new type of structure—the taxpayer. This was designed
to yield rent that was sufficient to pay the real-estate taxes; it could be re-
placed by a larger building during a more prosperous period. Such an
example is at 31 EAST SEVENTEENTH STREET, a two-story structure of light-
crearn brick and panels.

In the northeast corner of the square—Seventeenth Street and Fourth
Avenue—is TaMaraNy Hatr, the headquarters of the city-wide system of
Democratic political clubs. Here the inner council of sachems meets to set
Tammany's policies and to plan campaigns. When the organization wins
at the polls, club leaders and district workers swarm to the Hall for a
rousing election night celebration, but such joyful gatherings have been
infrequent in recent years. The building, erected in 1929, has some re-
semblance to the old Federal Hall that stood at Broad and Wall Streets.

Although the CoNsoLIDATED EpisoN BUILDING is one block east of the
square—Fourteenth Street and Irving Place—it is already part of the
square’s tradition. The building, completed in sections between 1915 and
1929, occupies the site of the old Academy of Music. The mausoleum-like
tower rises 531 feet above the square; its bright lights, visible for
miles, and the illuminated dial of the great clock below, are welcome land-
marks.
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The same pluce can be seen sentimentally 16
as a background for amusing

or pathetic anecdote,
or with naive
Crassness

as a huckster’s
heaven.

J. Clarence Davies Collection, Museun of the City of Ne

Two views of Union Square about 1880.
The painting. by William Hahn (1878,
is onc of many “genre” pictures
of the period whose achievement it was el % ' y hy

to domesticate an urban wilderness Gt *‘E o ’
in which it was increasingly difficult e s ""‘_,“"’;f"m. Iﬂ'!!@m
: s 3 e 7 % "

to feel at home. The other view,

with its mobile billboards
for Ehret's beer, the A & P, and so on,
was one of a popular series

of p}ClOH'dl]CHCI’hCZ{d‘SpUDI‘ISth g g Sty o » ,:”T X ’ > e .Q
by Charles Magnus. The painting 1. = P A0 i 5 AR e

was made from a point just left

of the equestrian statue of Washington
in the other picture, and shows

in the background the Everett House,
corner of Seventeenth Street

and Fourth Avenue.

Farther up Fourth Avenue

at Iwenty-tirst Street

15 Calvary Episcopal Churceh,

whose steeple (Jater removed)
also shows just behind the figure
of Washington in the Magnus view.

8 Viewos of Now York and Eavirons, Chars v Ly

UNION SQUARE AND FOURTEENTH STREET TO SEVENTEENTH STREFET.

Coe “ongd . EI ST s G SRRV, T G S Y Ko iend f2si0rd
o :



Smith (‘()//uigz.' Musewm of

Art

Two views of Union Square in 1896.

The painting by Childe Hassam,

looking southward over the square,

was probably sketched from the building of the Century Company,
whose magazine published many of Hassam’s pictures

The block of buildings at the top center of the canvas

are on Fourteenth Street, between Fourth Avenue (at left)

and Broadway. The tallest spire against the sky

is that of Grace Church, Broadway and Tenth Street

The illustration by W. A. Rogers

appedred in Harper's Weekly, M arch 27, 1897, with the title
“*Dead Man's Curve’—New York's Most Dangerous Crossing.”
Looking north toward the old Tiflany & Co. building

at Fifteenth Street, it shows the famous double curve

around which cable cars were whipped at Broadway and
Fourteenth Street. According to the Weekly, namerous accidents
occurred here in spite of the police and flagmen

regularly assigned to guard the crossing.

Seen from a roofio,

it may be a delicate patte
of color and ligh

while from the pavemei
iris aterrifyir

onslaug

of traffi

Author's collect
==
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ual record
thy

wres from J. Clarence D

the Citv of New York

irning west off Fourth
1o Seventeenth Street)
hacco workers, whose
cen in the foreground.
sed of their “Fortitude
fion.” A man and wife
aurs seventeen hours a
weatshop could carna
1m of fifteen or sixteen
rsin a seven-day week.

iributed photogr;aph of
sion October 1001
Lock was blasted out ol
ate Channel in the East
thus removing a major
hazard to navigation.

O

avies
Collection, Museunt of

LEFT: A photograph of the funeral procession of
General Grant, August 8. 1885 The picture was
taken from the wall of the old distributing
reservoir (on the present site of the Public
Library), looking south on Fifth Avenue. The
monstrous building on the northeast corner of
Thirty-ninth Street was the Union League Club.
designed by Peabody & Stearns and decorated
throughout by John La Farge and Louis Tiffany

prLow: One panelofa SLereoscopic view by L. G.

Strand showing the Labor Day Parade in Union

Museum of the City of New York
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Viaitors to Uslom Squars Park durtng the first of @ serles of perfor

o -
d to pr

&

weg of the park

By ELEANOR BLAU

An unlikaly combinstion -~ Mapyor,

Bowme, gospel dngers and Robert Mer

 rill, the opera gtar, aocompanled by a

S:adwﬁmu Army hande-tuzrosd oub af

- Undon Squars Park yesterday for the

gtart of & Wednesday performance

perbes that has moms than entertain.’
et 08 i3 goel, . .

The fres lunchilme evenis, which are

o continos throughout the summer snd

. $alYl, are inlended to draw pecple lnto.

the park es part of an ambitious plan

. to fmprove the deteriorated neighbor-

- hood ~ around the square and 14th

. Streot.

Its sponsor i3 a coalition of busl-

negses, from small shoplieepers to suck

. glants such ns Consolidated Edison,

New York Telephone and Citibenk;

lo who waotle or live In the aven,

cluding  five community planming

boards, and nine city agencles, netud-

ing the Police, Sanitstion and Parks

®, the Metropolitan Trans.

dom Authority, the Transit Au-

slou. i

Tncorporated last November ss the
14th Street-Undon Squars Ares Projsct,
it fa starting to be known by & slogan

‘%o fax, potholes have been filled Cu
L S osswalks end _traffic
siripes hava been repainted, along with
street lights, fire hydrapts and gubway
railing, and volunteers have talosn part
in a big cleanup in properation for &
concert festivities. :

Bt the project also hat jarger plang,

" Including renovation of the sprawling
. Union Square subway station and e~
Cforts to rid the area of pill pushers
o and derelicts.

Frm——

. porta
therity and the City planning Comemis-

on  its  orsags-and-bleck posters:
egwest 14 “We're trying to bring out

tho matural spirit and zest of this great

ares,” the posiers declare. “We're gk !

ing it the Ivingest street in tonl”
Spokesmen for the project speak lest
dramaticeily, but seemingly with great

confidence., “We have set out to make -

come changes in the area that are vise
ible immediately,” said Carvel Moore,
the full-time coopdinator of the project,
who, on a recent Sunday, was clpping
hedges in the park. )
“Not sny mote studies. not  long,
long-range planning that would take
vears, but changes averybody cou}d 858
G give people a sense of optimuam
ahout the area,” Mrs. Moore said. The
iden I to provide the climate for mers
substantial changes, she added. .

|
|
L

Leaders of the project have set them-
selves a  three-year goal, planning
levels of accomplishment along the
way depending on how much money
they ramse. So far they've rajsed
$972,000, some fom foundations and
mast from businesses, They are also
“rgasonably sure” of a 100,000 Feder-
al transportation grant for the subway
aroject and hopeful about an additionsd
$300,000 in Federal community devel
opment block grants.

The cost of upgrading the subway
station is estimated at $300,000. Plans
are o close off some long corridors
that presently are aslmost deserted.
Clear signs would replace tha confusing
arroy now there.

Plans for Improvenent

Lighting would bs ipproved and
turnstiles moved so that pedestrizns
could use the passageways to avoid
street traffic or bad weather without
naving to pay a token, Shops might
line & spruce-up merzanina.

Project members  have doveloped
liaisons with local police precincts on
the problems of drug pushers, partics
alasty in the park and on l4th Street
betweens Second and Third Avenues;
prostitutes, chiefly on Third Avenue
neer 14th Street, and peddiers, who
gather near the gouthwestern cormer
of tha park, on ldth Street west of
Unbversity Place, s street  alresdy
crowded with outside stslis offering
cheap merchandise ranging from $1.58
plastic shwes to discount cameras.

Among, other things, the police ars
Ineging the project informed when they
arrest @ deug suspect who has beea
mrrestod beforw, The plan is to let the
Attorney General's office know that
the commmmnity s “interssted” In these
ensepis the hope of avoiding plea
bargaining—and eventually to moitor

i, Project Aimed at Sprucing Union Square

| cases In court, i the hope that the

prevence of intarested cltizens will
prosapt stiffer sentences.

(me expected spur to ths rejuvenas
tion of Union Square—the reopening of
the 8 Klein department stove-—failed
to materialize, but & Kisin spolesman
who also was discovered with shesrs
in tha park—said talks were under way
with thres other potential retailers,

. Many residents in the diverse neigh-
harheod the other day seemed dimly
awars of the project and some of its

T eHGHE, The general reaction was, “It's

tarrific, i they really do something”
At the concert, some spectators, af
tractss by the masic and the erowd,
said they hed always avoided the park
becsuse of “the bums and the Junkies
and the physiced dirt,” ns Ann Mitman,
wiis works al the nearby Guardian Life
Insurance Company, put it W the
Wednesday svents—which will include
Dixieland jazz, mime and folk dancers
—oring poople Into the park, she sald,
then sho would ba thers too, -




Creen Harbot Ang e Tarimosd Ealing Arsi.
Playyrourd,

Entranos T P

Sloped He

Agppregaisd Gioon Aras

T & Foot Beem,

s
Ageregsiad Graen Ares. — - Special %‘av{’r;@

e Wicsha, Food,
\

: 1 being considersd for Unlon @@wm Park
waousld ersate ag@%eagm graen srees, an ouldoor eating arse
ared Kioske and ellminale the northern perking area. [Deol. of
City Planning Schematic)

THE VILLAGER

pomst
K¢
o
~1

September 15

sguare,
the area, re-dire i tra%c zmm
Broadway, allow ramps to be built
to give access to the square for
handicapped persons and police
patrol scooters—is a m&jcr redevel-
opment of Union Sgusre, which
currently has i}&m ziw;,;:ﬂ.asm{i L
an underutilized park a city
study.

“We're attempting o take the
best of the thinking tha! has bee
done on the square over the pas
five years and weave i into a2
syt thesis that we can use to find
the best possible solutions for this
probiem,” sald Carvel “‘Husty”

i

o him
lesignate & smgzk huim

hey would consider 2
v Union Square

tion. Upen further investigation,
Landmarks indicated that the

RBoad” {(Fourth Avenuel, : 1 did not qualify for
fashionable place to live, the ic iet status, but that 31
szizm had 2 fence rmmci it, Union Square West together with
similar to Gramercy Park today. In

Landmarks
Agenda

The Landmarks Preservation
Commission will meet Tuesday
September 20 at 10:30 a.m. in
the  Hoard of Estimate
Charabers on the second floor of
City Hall, In addilion to con-

the 18440%s, the ﬁhjy’z% theater
district moved fo the area and the
place became sort of like Times
Square is today. The park remained
at zra 5 © level until the 1930°s when
sised four feet fo accommo-
Mth Street Subway mezza-
=5 and the northern end
?,p{z& off for parking.
“Landmarking the square at this

ioy

time would simply tie us up,”” said i::wmi.;ciz of lagémaﬁ;ing f;]xa‘iﬁn
Moore, ““We would have to go  SHUEIT ff’m’%;, o mm,her build-
through a review procedure every  15gS, along Union Square West
time we waated o do something to ;’3 ?m@' be {'&vgewe{% for pos-
%rﬁpmvn the area, even pruming  Sioregdesignation.

ording to Pat Rich, a rp@ms
pereon for the Landmarks Cos
sion, Union Square confaing s
statues—including one of G mge
sthmgmn that is the oldest
statue on ils original site irx the city,
and 2 statue of Lafavette, fhe
E?‘rfiréf;%‘i sz’;&rqui% who was active in
the American Revolutionary War,
*if*szg,wz:i %3« &mhmm ihe sﬂuig;!é)r

33 Union Sguare West and with
Union Square Paﬁ; ourid be desig-
nated a3 & pack

“In the meantime, Teitelbaum
found that the Federal Housing

would not assist
ting became 2 land-
?«siww continued. “'So he
s imterest im 31
‘ S‘L{ 'm* West and did
ﬂmz;mg :m{} 'wz thdrawin g big

: marks (

3’2&‘}’*51 Swe

Adminisiration

him i his by
vo

.
mark,

of me mm %E%a g

Str ﬁ:’:%

PR

IS b




Union Square |

CONTIHUED..

Ta&dmzﬁkmg z "‘It was mzt mgges?» ‘

ed by him {’i‘éﬁeibmm},” she said.
“% came az part of the natural
process of our review of parks in
the city,
concluded that landmarking will
prevent them  from carrying out
their plans for the redevelopment

of .the .ares. That is.not so.
E}Pssggzamm does not mean tnai the

park would be frozen in tme.”
Teitelbaum acknowledged that
he did request Landmarks for

designation of his building at 3§

Union Sguare’ West.
when I gave up the building, I did
withdraw my request—possibly
only verbally—through my archi-

tect, Milton Glass,”” he explained,
“it’s a magnificent building and

should be a landmark, and [ was

astounded when the FHA told me

that they wouldn’t touch the build-

ing if the %ﬂmdmarkmg gamcedﬁm‘

went through.”’
When asked why FHA said sﬁ&é:
Teitelpaum replied:

long to finance, which is ridiculous.
The Sweet 14 people have grest
plans for the ares, and so do the

landmark people, sad [ only hope.
they include 31 Union Sguare Wﬁf’i

in their plans,

1 'ﬁﬁg‘%?%ﬁg

“other places during the 1930's re-
They (Sweet 14) have .

’ tion. involving the stalues.
aré in the middle of symmetrical

" pleasant place to go. In 2 report

“However, . feieésed September 8, Moore

-anany area, sunlight and air cannot

- bancath the stately trees—do not
© . Bawe achance to grow. ..

“They said . argangement,

that the process would ifake foo

| eriecreationsl ﬁz&mﬁim;

‘prark is in a detetiorated condi-

PO

tion. “ o '

Under the new pmpcsai pamng i
would' be eliminated and the park
expanded, Traffic from Broadway
which now must turn east at. 17121
Street .and come .around  the
easterly side of the park—creating
- what Moore call§ “‘the Broadway
Expressway” —would be rerouted
‘toothe marpinally used mﬁ:ﬁi‘@ﬁy‘ g
side in.a more. 4 .

" UThe four Sa&&’a%w&ﬁdﬁﬁii‘ g iﬁe
one of Washington and Lafayefte— -
were ‘moved into the perk from

designment,” said Moore, whea
asked about the historic designs-
“They |

naths chatracting view and passage
from ngrﬁi f@ south gud east io
W&A‘[

~Innddition, aw«ei 14 claims that
the area iz pot a particulariy

allowing gmimg mzﬁ ex;}aasgﬂﬁ on
“the easterly sidel The grée _areas
‘would be: aggre : ,
io eﬁmmge gse a
from the.center of the park, which
wrreméy concentrates’ activities

“into it. The pavilion would be made”
more accessible and the old

. parking lotwould be utilized as'a .
green - area and ;:za) gmﬁﬂd omthe

' porthern side. i

T

wrole: ... many of the stalely
old.drees need desperately o be |
prumed: branches are so thick in

reach the grass beneath., Small
fiswering trees that have been
phnted by the Parks Department—

uggmded for &zse by
i “We're looking into. private fand
vlog to bire 8 good | per
~architect to take these. wamgtﬁa} )
* proposals a step further and see if
mey can be realized, § s

‘. . Benches are se?; symmetﬁ~ }
17 along the paths in a sterile
facing mnot the
greenery, but other benches direct- -
Iy across the paths. There is no
no chess
bles; play: eqmzpmem ipothe
Sdepressed grea. in front of the
vavilionds fenced off and Temote,
B §}a@ﬁwz iz insccessible and the

areq, for it wzk be ;‘maamgfﬂi i
tersms of mt’s going o m what
we are dofng,” 0



THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1985

Greenmarket Sees Threat in Facelift of Union Sq.

By ALEXANDER REID

On a typical market day at Union
Square Park, the Greenmarket does a
brisk business, serving tides of people
who come to pinch, poke and buy an
array of produce picked from fields
and orchards only a few hours before.

Lately, however, the talk among
farmers and customers has turned
from the price of McIntosh apples or
the texture of the Bartlett pears to a
territorial dispute with the city.

Supporters of the year-round mar-
ket, among 18 in the city, say the sec-
ond phase of a redevelopment plan for
the park would eliminate space for sev-
eral vendors, and irreparably harm the
market. R

Officials of the city’s Parks and
Recreation Department say that the
market’s supporters are overreacting

and that they are willing to negotiate '

with market representatives to insure
no space is lost.
The issue has stirred ill feelings in

what has been an otherwise successful -

revitalization of Union Square Park,
which has been refurbished and re-
claimed from the drug dealers who had
roamed its 3.6 acres from 14th to 17th
Street east of Broadway.

Seeking Compatibility

2 People who want to see the market
stay have been frightened by our resto-

Shoppers, undeterred by rain and snow, making purchases Saturday

mr.n yor
at Union Square Greenmarket.

ration for the park,’’ said Parks Com-
missioner Henry J. Sterm, who at-
tended three public meetings last week
to assure residents that the market
would not be harmed. ‘‘They think we
-are going to close the market or deci-
mate it, which is totally unjustified by
the facts. I want the park to be Green-
market compatible.”

Sincé 1976, the Greenmarket has oc- |

cupied a paved area at the northern
end of the park and portions of the west
and east sides of the park. On Satur-
days as many as 40 farmers from New
Jersey, Long Island and upstate bring
truckloads of seasonal fruits and
vegetables to crowds of customers that
total as much as 12,000.

The farmers pay from $28 to $37 for a
space on Saturdays, and less on the
other two®market days, Wednesdays
and Fridays, and sell their goods from:
stalls assembled at their trucks.

The preliminary designs for the

$5 million second phase of the park’s
redevelopment call for a double-row of

trees around the park and the construc-

tion of steps at the north end, in front of
the pavilion where farmers’ stalls usu-
ally stand.

Concerned About Diversity

Critics say that both the trees and the
steps will take space from the market.

‘“This is not a fight just over trees,”’
said Frank Stiles, a farmer from Mon-
roeville, N.J., who has sold his fruits
and vegetables at the market for nine
years. “If the Parks Department
pushes out one farmner, then we lose
what he offers and the market loses its
diversity. When we lose that, custom-
ers stop coming, and that hurts all of
l.ls.”

Greenmarket supporters argue that

the market had already lost space be-
cause of the extensive re-landscaping
in the first phase of the park’s redevel-
opment, which was completed last
May. Concern grew in September when
Mr. Stern, in an interview, said that
while he approved of the market, he
had other matters to consider.

‘“We may want to plant trees where
they have stalls,” he was quoted as
saying. ‘“‘We are designing a park, nota
fruit stand.”

A Meeting This Week

M. David Distler, a lawyer who is
head of the recently organized Friends
of Greenmarket, said residents fear
the city is insensitive to the market.

‘“They are acting like this is not even
a part of the park, when the market is
partly responsible for the turn-around
of the park,” he said.

Last Thursday, Community Board 5
voted to approve the second-phase
plans, except for the parts that involve
the location of the trees and the steps at
park pavilion, o o

the plan would affect Greenmarket, so

ther,” said Marie Reilly, chairman of
the board’s park committee.

Mr. Stern said planners from his de-
partment will meet this week with
market representative to try to resolve
the dispute.

“Union Square Park is a park and
should be designed as a park,” Mr.
Stern said. ‘There are other uses for the
area besides the market. The goal for
us is to accommodate Greenmarket
while making the area look like a

park.” A \

5t

“Part of the concern was over how.

we will study those provisions fur--
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about ninety lots (nearly ten acres) were purchased by
the City for the purpose. It was considered waste lund,
sandy and marshy, divided into two parts by the Mintje
(Minetta Creek), which crossed it some sixty feet west
of the foot of Iifth Avenue.  The west part was largely
that of Sir Peter Warren; the cast part that of a well
known Dutch family, the Ierrings. The Sand Hill
Road, an old Indian trail, ran along the eastern border,
and a branch from Bouwerie Lane (later Monument
Lane, in part) led along the northern border to Green-
wich.  This tract occupied practically the entire area
of the Washington Square of today. The Potter’s Field
ras needed for the yellow fever epidemics of 1795 and
1797, and the later smallpox epidemic supplied about two
thousand bodies which were buried there.

The Potter’s Field was also used as an
ground, and people flocked about the gallows, or about
the famous elm which at one time served the purpose,
as they now come to a band concert. It is said that
during Lafayette’s visit twenty highwaymen were hung
there, in his presence, and there appears to be very gen-
eral agreement that it was the early stage for many exe-
cutions, especially Indians and Negroes.

Society gradually moved up from Bowling Green and
the Potter’s Field became an undesirable feature in the
growing suburb. In 1823 the bodies buried there were
removed to a new Potter’s Field, now Bryant Park; the
old plot was leveled and drained, and, on June 27, 1826,
it was formally set apart as the “Washington Military
Parade Ground.”  On July -1, 1826, it was opened as a
public square with a great feast and military parade,
forerunner of many historic parades in later days.  One
of the most memorable of these, the great joint celebra-
tion of its evacuation by the British and the crowning of
Louis Philippe in France, occurred in 1830.

There yet remains some of the historic architecture
that grew up about Washington Square, notably on the
north side. People now living can reecall the famous
roadhouse, Washington Hall, that stood on No. 58 on
the south side.  Great names are also associated with
the dwellers about the square, Rhinelander, Roosevelt,
IHamilton, Winthrop, Bayard Taylor, Edgar Allan Poe,
Gould, Stewart, Booth and others.

The Washington Arch, designed by Stanford White,
was erected in temporary form at the head of the square
for the centennial of Washington's Inauguration, April
30, 1889, The arch, since cormnpleted in permanent form
in marble, now stands out as one of New York's splendid
memorials, at the gateway to its most magnificent avenue.

The Garibaldi statue, another Washington Square
feature, was designed by Turini and 1s the gift of the
Ttalian residents of New York. Its location, for genera-
tions one of the most historic, has also become the most
cosmopolitan spot in New York. A polyglot population
now takes its pleasure in the old Potter’s Field of Indian,
Dutch and English days without destroying the quaint
atmosphere which has become so pronounced a part of
Washington Square life.

Unien S

I T

execulion

Union Square is an open formation
resulting from the intersection of the
Bowery and Broadway, which really had its first designa-
tion as a park space in the checkerboard city plan of
1807-11 and was then called Union Place. A flagstone
in the sidewalk on the east side of Union Square has eut
in it, “UNION SQUARE,—founded in 18327 'T'he
bronze equestrian statue of Washington at the southern
edge of the square, is the oldest of New York City’s
statues still left in its original place. It was at this
statue that the great war meeting of 1861 was held.  The
two-hundred-foot army-navy recruiting ship *‘Recruit,”
one of the features of Union Square during the World

are
T

74

War, was built by Mayor Mitchel's Committee on
National Defense. It was christened by Mrs. Mitchel
and formally presented to Rear Admiral Usher, repre-
senting the U, S. Navy, May 30, 1917.

Madison In its original state the Broadway
Square park, at 23d Street, was swamp
ground. It was first used as a parade

ground which extended from 23d to 34th Street and from
Third to Seventh Avenue.  The old Boston Road and
the Bloomingdale Road intersected at this point and
part of the plot was used during the years 1794 to 1797
as a Potter’s Field.  Another plot, near the present site
of the Worth Monument, was occupied by a United
States Arsenal from 1808 to 1824 and from 1825 1o 1839
the old barracks was utilized as a municipal house of
refuge. The memorial 1o our first Admiral, David
Farragut, also adorns the Square. Madison Square
was formally opened as a public park May 10, 1841,

Altho some of the carly Walloon
settlers are said to have gone' over
to “T Waale-Boght™ (little  cove)
now Wallabout Bay, on Long Island, in 1623 or 1621,
there is no record of a grant of land until 1636, when
Bentyn and Bennett bought a tract of 930 acres at Go-
wanus, extending from 27th Street, in Brooklyn, to New
Utrecht. The following year Joris Jansen de Rapelje,
a Walloon, bought 335 Acres on Wallabout Bay.

Long Island
Villages

The Dutch influence is still marked
in the villages and cities along the
south shore of Long Island. A scttlement was made
at Nicuw Amersfoort probably as early as 1623.
Governor Van Twiller had a tobacco plantation there,
and the first grants were made, in 1636, to Andreas
Hudde, Wolfert Gerretsen and Wouter Van Twiller.  In
1801 the place became known officially as Ilatlands.
Midwout, later Vlachtebosch and Flatbush, was settled
about 1651 and chartered by Governor Stuyvesant the
following year. Niew Uricht was settled soon after
1650 by twenty or more families from llolland and a
few Palatines. Boswyck, or Bushwick, now the eastern
district of the city of Brooklyn, was settled by Swedes
and Norwegians on land bought by Kieft on August 1,
1638.  About 1660 some French setilers applicd for per-
mission to lay out a village site and it was incorporated
the same year.

Dutch Villages

i
UX~

Breukelen, now Brooklyn, was the
Dutch name for “broken ground.”
Apart from the first little group of Walloons already men-
tioned, the first European scttler was supposed to be
Rapelje. In 1638 Kieft gave land, the first recorded
deed, to Abraham Ryeken, ancestor of the Riker fam-
ily.  Van Twiller had a plantation at Red ook in the
south part of Brooklyn. On October 18, 1667, a patent
was sccured under Governor Lovelace, uniting the five
sections known as Breukelen, Wallabout, the IFerry,
Gowanus and Bedford. The rights were confirmed by
Governor Dongan May 13, 1686, There was a settle-
ment from Holland at Cypress Hills in 1651,

The Duteh villages along the northern shore of Long
Island were, 1o a large extent, a development of Indian
villages established before their arrival.  They suflered
heavy losses from Indian depredations and most of
them were completely destroyed. A Description of
Nieuw Nederlandt,” written in 1619 and preserved in
the Du Simstiere MSS., mentions Breukelen and Amers-
foort as two Dutch villages of little moment in the West
cnd and some English settlements at Gravesande, Green-
wich, Mespat, Heenstede and Flushing, the last referred
1o as a “"handsome village and tolerably stock in cattle.”

Brooklyn







UNION SQUARE PARK
COMMUNITY COALITION, INC.

November 20, 1985

Hon. Gene A. Norman, Chairman

Landmarks Preservation Commission

20 Vesey Street Re: Pavilion in Union
New York, N. Y. 10007 Square Park, Manhattan

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On August 3, 1984, the Municipal Art Society urged the Landmarks
Preservation Commission to hold public hearings and designate in
the Union Square area of Manhattan eight structures of the "high~
est priority.” Six of these structures were given a public hear—-
ing on May 14, 1985. Among the two that were unrecognized by the
Commission was the Pavilion in Union Square Park, which the Society
described as follows:

A charming Palladian-style structure in the northern
end of the Square.

On November 14, 1984, Manhattan Community Board 6 passed a resolu-
tion urging the Landmarks Preservation Commission to establish a
Union Square Historic District and, within the boundaries recom-
mended, proposed that seventeen structures be designated individual
landmarks. Among them was the Pavilion in Union Square Park, which
the resolution described as follows:

Park Pavilion, 1931-2. Designed by Parks Department
architect Charles Schmieder, it is a late, graceful
example of Italian Palladian design.

In the current dispute over plans of the Department of Parks and
Recreation for Phase II of the redesign and restoration of Union
Square Park, alterations to the Pavilion loom large. The plans
inelude the construction of a massive series of steps on the
north side of the Pavilion; the elimination of the waist-=high
walls between the columns on the north and south sides of the
Pavilion; and the visual obstruction of the grade-level floor
of the Pavilion by, in addition to the steps on the north side,
the filling in of the amphitheatre to grade level on the south
side.

Union Square Park Community Coalition (USPCC) considers that
such plans would violate the architectural integrity of the
Pavilion in an attempt to convert this "graceful® and *“charming®
little structure into a grand ceremonial entrance to Union Square
Park from the north -- a purpose for which it was not designed
and for which it is ill-equipped to function.

Once again, USPCC urges the Landmarks Preservation Commission to
hold a public hearing with a view to designating the Union Square

(more)

P.O. Box 314, Cooper Station Post Office, New York, New York 10276
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By PAUL LA ROSA

FTER A LENGTHY meeting
this week with community
leaders, Parks Commission-

er Henry Stern agreed to give the

green light tc plans 0 renovate

Union Sgquare Park with 2 $2.2 mil-

tion facelift.

Stern said the bids o do the work
will be put out Sept. 18 and he
experts the work o begin before
next spring.

Stern’s decision to forge ahead
with the plan ends two weeks of
speculation 9% he might be back
ing away from the %m?&ﬁ% Last
week, he expressed concern that the
money and renovation alone would

not be enough to transform the park
from its current drug-ridden state.

A meeting Tuesday attended by a
host of convnunity groups—includ
ing the Union Square Park Com-
munity Coalition, the Top of the
Village League and Sweet 14—per-
suaded Stern that the commurnity
would not become dormant after the
renovation was zmﬁm%&

“We have a large residential com
nunity around here,” said Margie
Berk, a member of the Union Square
Park Communi 7 ) s He saw
that, with o nt the park
will pot  be ignored by the
community "

Stern saic
away W,g%
mwfl :;

He said he cautioned the groups
that, once the renovation is finished
a vear and a half from now, he
expects them to raise private funds
to maintain the park.

“Thev said they'd do all
could,” Stern said.

Community leaders were grateful
for Stern's support, because the
plans for the park are integral if the
area is to be ﬁ%ﬁmzﬁmxa improved.
“IUwas a good meeting.” said Ernie
Turner, co-chair of the %3@ of
t “The attitude
s to all @,:m?
,Wﬁﬁ& all sides

they

ey
-~
P
. D
e

in the
v oand
P GRS

In arelated development, Berk of
the Union Square Park ﬂeEz:&Em
Cealition reported that .a new
group—the Five Parks League—has
been organized among

Madison, Stuyvesant, Kins,
Washingion and Union e
parks.

“The pu 3f
as much 1.7
said Berk he
far M Mxmw we ug

park in
area. support each

the
other”
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Hon. Gene A. Norman / November 20, 1985 / Page Two

Park Pavilion an individual landmark, so that proposed altera-
tions to it would require the Commission's overview and ap-
proval.

?fnce ely,
—d

f@k@
‘Jack Taylor
hair, Historic Preservation Committee

Encl.

cc: Joseph Rose (chair, Community Board 5, Manhattan)
Joyce Matz (chair, Landmarks Committee, Community Board 5)
Frank Sanchis
Marjorie Pearson
Dorothy Miner



| Government-Business-Oc

124 Bnst 15th Slrest
Mew York, W Y. 10003
(17 AB0-4750
Project Coordinator
Capvel Moo
Co-Chairmen

wohn B Everatt
Charles F Luce
Barticibant
s ﬁm&iganwtﬁr@ aii'ﬂf
Areal gamm&d ¢ "’éc«mmﬁ aﬁ
Textile Workers Union
Barkey Fhotp, Inc
Borough Pragidernt ai Manhatian
Central Sa«wiﬁge Elan

Citibank

City Planning Cormmiesion

Con BEdison :
Estate of Semuel Kiain

Estate of Jogaph Schmitt

14th Street Association
Guardian Life haumsnos Ca.
Helmaley-Spear, Inc,

Mo & Hardart Co

J, H Tayior Managerment Com,
The J. M. Kaplan Pund, Inc.
Molonalds Corp.

Manbattan Community Boards
2,3456

Warhatlan Local Area

Fanning Office

Manufacturers Manover Trug! Co.
tave Department Slores

© Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Mew School for Soclsl Hesearch
Maw York City Parks Depariment
New York City Police Department

MNew York City Sanliation Department

tiaw York City Transit Authonity
New York City Trans
New York Tetephons Comgany
Sffice of the Mayor

Parsons School of Design
Hizzoll rternational Bookstores
United Mutual Savings Bark

LANDMARKS PRESERVATTON COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1977

On June 23, 19877, the Executive Committee of
the 14th Street-Union Square Area ?r&gacﬁ
took the ﬁeljmwzmg position:

"Regolved, %he l4th Street-Union Square

Area Project is strongly opposed to

Maﬁﬁmark ﬁ@szgmatlan of Union Squar@
Fark at this time.,

On September 14, 1977, the Steering Committee
of the léth Street-Union Square Area Project
reaffirmed this position.

Members of the l4th Street-Union Square Area
Project who are represented on the Steering
Committee are the following:

Government: Borough President of Manhattan

sriation Departmaent

City Planning Commission

Manhattan Local Area Planning Office
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Hew York City Parks Department

New York City Police Department

New York City Sanitation Department
New York City Transit Authority

New York City Transportation Department
Office of the Mayor

Busginess: Amalgamated Bank

Amalgamated Clothing & Textile Workers Unig
Berkey Photo, Inc.

*Central Savings Bank

Citibank

Con Edison

*Hetate of Samuel Klein

Estate of Joseph Schmitt

*Guardian Life Insurance Company
Helmsley-Spear, Inc,

Horn & Hardart Company

J. H, Taylor Management Co.
McDonald's Corporation
Manufacturers Hanover Trust Company
*Mays Department Stores

- MO -



Landmarks Preservation Hearing, 9/20/77
Page 2

Business 6 continued: New York Telephone Compan
Py | P g

Rizzoli International Bookstores

United Mutual Savings Bank

Community: ldth Street Association
J. M., Kaplan Fund

Manhattan Community Boards 2, 3,

*New School for Social Research
*Parsons School of Design

*Individual statements have been prepared and
aubmitted for the record.

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT
THE WORK COF THE 14TH STREET-UNION SQUARE AREA PROJECT
AND ITS POSITION AGAINST DESIGHATION AT THIS TIME:

Percival Goodman, F.A.I.A., Professor Emeritus Graduate
School of Architecture and Planning,
Columbia University

Hon. Manfred Ohrenstein, New York State Senate

Hon., Henry J.. Stern, Councilman-At-Large

flon. Robert P, Wagner, Jr., Councilman-At-Large

Hon., Miriam PFriedlander, Councilmember

Hon., H. Claude Shostal, Commissioner, New York Cit
’ ¢ - B
Department of Cultural Affairs

Richard Rosan, Mayor's Office of Development

American Institute of Architects, New York Chapter

Council on Municipal Performance, John Marlin

Grace Church, Rewerend C. F. Allison

St. George's, Calvary, Holy Communion, Reverend Donald

£,

Parks Council, Design Committee, Phil Winslow

Association for a Better New York

Beyer Blinder Belle, 6 Architects & Planners

Samuel Lebowitz, Samuel Lebowitz Design & Planning

Grameycy Neighborhood Associates

P e

Woodward



Landmarks Preservation Heaving, 9/20/77
Page 3

Support of 14th Street-Union Square Area Project position,
continued:

Stuyvesant Park Neighborhood Association

West 12th Street Block Association

Peter Stuyvesant Conservation Association

The following have taken a position in support of
postponement of designation:

Manhattan Community Board 2
Manhattan Community Board 3
Manhattan Community Board 4
Manhattan Community Board 6

The following have requested additional ‘time and/or
information before taking a position on the issue:

Manhattan Community Board 5
Municipal Art Society
Glass & Glass, Architects
Council on the Environment

Institute for Architecture and Urban Studies, Peter Wolf



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

305 BROADWAY, WEW YORK, N. Y. 10007

October 13, 1977

2o

Mr, Christopher Gray

Office for Metropolitan History
510 LaGuardia Place

New York, N.,Y. 10012

Dear Mr. Gray:
Thank vou for your letter of October lst on Union
Square. I have passed the information on to our Research

Department for their files,

Your interest and the time you extended is very much -

appreciated,
Sincerely,
Beverly Moss épatt, Ph.D., AIP.
Chairman

BMS:cf

CHAIRMAN: BEVERLY MOSS SPATT / VICE-CHAIRMAN; MORRIS KETCHUM, JR.
EDWARD A, AMES / MARGARET BEYER / ELISABETH COIT / BARBARALEE DIAMONSTEIN / WARREN W, GRAN
STEPHEN S. LASH / HAWTHORNE F, LEE / HENRY F. LUDDER, JR. / PAUL E. PARKER, JR.



OFFICE FOR METROPOLITAN HISTORY
Christopher Gray, Director

510 La Guardia Place
New York, NY 10012
telephone 212/777-4719

October 1, 1977

Beverly Moss Spatt

Chairman

Landmarks Preservation Commission
305 Broadway

New York City 10007

Dear Chairman Spatt:

Union Square has been under consideration recently for designation

3"aS'a'scenic landmark. Recently I had the opportunity to research

some obscure but basic points about the park. Since you may not
have had access to this material, I thought I would offer it to
you and the research department.

The Pavilion design

The terribly attractive pavilion design was the work of a staff
architect for the Parks Department, Charles Schmieder. This work
was filed under DoB NB# 83/1931 and completed in 1932. In that
application the facade material of the pavilion is given as lime-
stone and the estimated cost is given as $85,000.

The design of the park

Although preliminary work by the research department gives the date
of 1935-1936 for the redesign and reconstruction of the park, my
own research indicates that the plans for this work were announced
and approved in 1930 and 1931, and that construction was begun and
completed in 1931 and 1932. The architect was a Parks Department
employee, Julius V. Burgevin, a landscape architect. The New York
Times indices for the 1930's offer access to fairly complete
records of the Union Square Park construction process; the records
of the Parks Department itself are rather fragmentary.

I'm sure you will be interested to know that in 1932 Nathan Straus,
Jr., then President of the Park Association, said of the park design
(nearing completion) that "the result is an eyesore and a disgrace
which would not be tolerated in any other city that could afford

to pay for landscaping." (NYT, 1.2.1932, 23:6)



OFFICE FOR METROPOLITAN HISTORY

5 October 1, 1977

Although the Park designation seems to be rather a quiet matter
right now, I wanted to offer you some points of interest that
I had come across.

Yours historically,

ol Wi/

stopher Gray //
xc/Commissioners /
Research Department
Henry Reed

CSG/kf



Union Square before the skyscraper
Photo: New York Historical Society

laid out' New York a hundred years ago were very limited persons,
who took very shortsighted and mean views of the problerms they had
to solve, and in fact shirked or bungled. As Mr. Olmstead pointed
out, when he tried to prevent the extension of their blunders to the
Bronx, it did not enter their heads to provide, anywhere within the
limits of Manhattan Island, a worthy site for a noteworthy public
building." (Architectural Record, Vol. XlI, No. 5). As he rightly
suggested, the "rectangular reticulation" of the grid they imposed on
Manhattan was so monotonous that New Yorkers cherished any break
in it, and many of the buildings that profit from those breaks are
today official or unofficial landmarks such as the Flatiron Building,
the Times Tower, Grace Church, the Jefferson Courthouse, Grand
Central Station, the New York Public Library or the Washington
Square Arch. As such an oasis of irregularity--and in contrast fo the
heavy handed literalism of the street plan of 1811 or indeed of the
current proposal--Union Square is a space of baroque character and
ambivalent shape where the eye is drawn to distant places as well as
to the poetic ornament that distinguishes its buildings.




Once beautiful  and
carefully {ended, in recent
vears Union Sguare Park
has been defuged by litter
and idlers. So much so; in
fact, that people working on
14th Street avoided the park.

That's changing now. Any -~

Wednesday morning a troep
of energetic,. industrious
vouths are cleaning,
sweeping, plapting  and
removing  litter,
caring voung. people from
Project Return's 34th Street
and © 532nd Street
rehabilitation facilities and
they are working (loward
making the Park a People's
rark, ! B
Since mid-May, these
voung persens have- been
shing their energies to
sive support to the 14th
street-Union Square  Area
Project (SWEET 14), which
has the support of govern-

They are .

By NANCY CLARKE
ment, community and
business groups, and has
been attacking issues of
public safety, improving the
Unien  Square  subway
stations and  discodraging
peddling and  littering
around 14th Street. ’

Project Return Foun-

dation’s Director of Finance
and Administration, Ed

Menken, reports that the
Project’s support of SWEET
14's Uniont Square clean-up
effort is only one of the many
cotnrpunity  service ac-
tivities to which the Foun-
dation’s seven New York
facilities lend " support.
Founded in 1971, Project
leturn offers a myriad of
services to the community:
residential care to abused,
abandoned or troubled

T young persons; (reatment
and rehabilitation services
for substance abusers;

e .

_counseling . to youthful of-

fenders, and rehabilitation
of juvenile delinquents. It

"also has a special program
for the elderly. -

Why only Wednesdays?
Every Wednesday, at 12:30°:
to 1:30 p.m. through October

26, SWEET 14 offers a series

of free concerts for Park

visitors'. enjoyment, .
Like all volunteer groups, .

SWEET 14 can always use |

extra hands. If you can spare
‘am hour or two on Wed-

nesday mornings, come to
Union Square Park between
§:00 and 8:00 a.m. SWEET 14
provides brooms, rakes and
work gloves and volunteers
are served coffee with the-
compliments of .a neigh-

_boring MeDonalds. For

more infermation and
details of other volunteer
programs, call SWEET 14,
atl 460-4750.

‘Paint-a-Bench’ Gala -

Local residents have Dbeen
invited to join the fun at a “paint-
a-hench’’ gala, 11 &m. lo 4 p.m.
Sunday in Union Sguare Park, 16
Street and Park Avenue South,

The project will be co-
sponsored by The Tilden Midtown
Democratic Club and the Union
Square-14th Street Area Project.
Paint, brushes, brooms and rakes -
will be supplied to all willing .

hands, and free refreshments will |

‘OWN & VILLAGE — Thursday, June 2, 197

‘l z?.dw pii ﬁ pd;i” k f .

Want to see more -patural
beauty in your neighborhood? ‘

" Adopt Union Square Park.

As part of  the effort to
revitalize thé i4th Sireet com-
munity, Carvel Moore, coor-
dinator of the 14th Street-Union
Square Area Project, is calling on
neighborhood organizations (o
adopt Union Square Park for a
day. . S

“We've been getting individual
volunteers to come out, and it
would be an immense boost to our |
efforts if neighborhood™ groups
cominitted. their energies too,”
said Mrs. Moore.

“We need people to help paint,
to help with the planting and
pruping and to help do general |
cleanup work,' she added. — -

The work schedule is! Wed-
nesday, 6:30 to 8:30 a.m,, and
1:30t0 2:30 p.m., and.on Sundays,
10 a.m. to 4 pan. : )

Mrs. Moore expldined thal the
work on Wednesday afternoons -
will be mainly cleaning up after

Cthe weekly '‘Sweet Sounds™ -
concerts. She added that some
allowances in work hours can be
- made for volunteer groups.

Those who work regularly will
receive bright vellow "“Sweet 14"
T-shirts that are currently on
display in May's window. The

project will supply tools, but
workers are asked 1o bring their
work gloves. ’ .

To adopt Union Square Park
for a day, call the l4th Street-
nion Square Area Project Office
at 460-4750 or 460-5081.
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—ECFEWLE Uas 2E E2EAEL Blinder Belle, August 10, to under-
A - ) take a preposed 3800,000 renova-
: o e Wy RS L ion of ¢t ion Square subw
P h A e B R By gD & ion e Union Square subway
HOSBa, 8 su a 8@y §D§ station complex,
woe BE g Bl N‘é I R P The renovation, which will be
- w 9 4 5w 5 93 y‘% = &= confined o the entrances and
¢ & = g‘ 2% & :::E © g C)ﬁ R .0 mezzanine level of the station
& : E £ oce __ : : . A
'{% - 05 & w2 § :».: 5599 g ﬁ_m) which serves three subway lines, is
DEemyeeegag L= & 3 7 g expected to be completed by the
2 ¢ PehcEeZ . RE- 5o o end of 1979, Fundamental to the
B L e T O & Do & @ . .
g 50080 > 5 % RO 8y Project’s effort to upgrade the
FE wE= g @B {E:”Q oo gl £ entire rea, project coordinator
o B 5 D B e e W +1 RADO id is to
A 3 2=25 n;g R £ v Cz:xrv;l Moore sznc@w ‘our goal is to
R R R o o £ - eliminate the confusion that exists
e @ y s >z ow § EFE-=". 5 N in the subway complex, and to
R = : e = . A
umE e T oz 8 % afuvoe & g’g s upgrade the underground environ-
L T o ;o . & -
58 © % § c € £ € ol e;'f“': - 3 8 3 ment for the thousands of subway
TE R EE e Yl Fay e & F @ iders ing | i 28 eac
I R £.2¢B3 ER598 L €9 nder's: coming to this area each
b g;‘. R C;,Og g i - LT ;5 g 95) ) b Wy - dd}’
W o WE S S e ) .
e AESE R R D M &80 s The plans call for an improved
o o o o e underground shopping mall, crea-
R - R L e %{ 2E tion of an enlarged token-free area
=2y % Hhe &g R ensbling pedestrians to use the
o 2 ; . .
- + @ "*2 o = 3 e station as a street underpass, and
£ w4 s 53 =3 £ 58 upgrading of the environment of
- & ﬁ:@ “ e R the mezzanine, including lighting,
%] o) . @ o @ o= signage, floors and walls
[ - & L & 0oL gng.” [
N el = B o % @ Funding for the project is being
- -5 S & &£09 provided by the federal Community
& S % 2 g2 e Development III P 8
e 5w o oo g swy eveiopment [l Program, the
_— 5B = £ 3 & e o T D federal Urban Mass Transportation . e
w = 2c 3 oc ch o & § o, Administration, and the 14th Thursday, March 17
X . N e . rsd b 17
E Tro2ws 5. TS5 R Street-Union Square Project. ‘ :
o 9% 92 QR ¥ o8 S e
», AR - R e G L‘:“‘;
o o A e & n D . B . o
5 WD s e P ET L 8y
Pret — @ @ ot
o o SR R T - S G~ .
D HE o oe R8s Ln 7w Qo
N £ - [} 3] o
I S S e e > £ ok
Ry, g,% L5588 ¢ 2 Sweet 14, a neighborhood association of city, public
S Rl f = o W g w W : - . R - .
% R £ %}; Teiloe gl interest and business groups, has raised $200,000 to help
:Wfa”?., ! oh) o R S IR ¥ I i e - . ) . . R
%?ffw 2 e Sw Ter @ < g= clean up the Union Square/14th Street subway station,
o e Ny s BE % D C . et i .
¥ § OFe ®awy e gy which is not only one of the busiest in the city, but also one
Lr‘;g ~ 0 g e O Do e G . ’
( S e = o Pas : I . . | -
oW 2L AT 8,203 29 gg,) of the dirtiest and most confusing, 5
o S et = IR e i - . . .
& w g 55 =SS5 RT3 ¢, Sweet 14 correctly links any revival of Union Square’s
- Pl B R Rt PR o s e o = : e e ; . PR
‘_‘; £0 Pag,2o 3088 53 shopping district to an improvement in the area’s trans-
. = o e N -3 Lo o . Lo e . )
o s Sa8 g9 3k g I portation and physical appeal. They are making an im-
g Y NQ‘ G o a . P o - !
& -~ £E g9 Prm< ¢ dortant step by trying to eliminate the hodgepodge of si
=z - c2e 80T e g portant step by trying to eliminate the gepodge of signs
M [ * LNl e m o i . N .
“ s EEEEEE E- dating back to the three old subway companies, as well as
fes e e e R E .
P z SE 28 e n ¥ L& using wasted underground storage space to attract new
= L G5 S Yo R o arcade merchant .
Pig VY >0 5% 0w o F . arcade merchants.
DO & T % oo - ‘ : : o Lo ~F . . :
. IV N . We think Sweet 14 is the kind of group, representative.
o et Rl L S E . . . i N . . .
T Ex25d2 Sxg2o o2 of diverse interests, which can help our city improve itself.

We Mew Yorkers must help our city more before.we can
expect others to come to our aid.
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iral Warren’s death his estate became wvested i
-4 Amos, John Ireland and Abijab Hammeond,
g with the English heirs, acquired extensive po

BROADWAY—NORTH FROM UNION SQ. P |
MIDTOWN NEW YORK
sperty. According to Greenwich Village tgndltiotg g i ‘

imes come from these trustees and thelr ;belt , B(me ’o"’fefﬂfh Stfeeg to Fifty-Ninth “;S'treeg)‘,’ g
Charles Christopher Amos were en)v 4 r} A roadway ﬁ'Om Union Squarc fo Col bus

d former Amos st. {now 1oth st :
e Perry st and formerkHammomié,» Circle

ks further N., Bleecker St. terminates in Broadway is interrupted at 14th

(1-5 acre), the only surviving memoria I—C4), 3.48 acres extending bet\:f. I:ttﬁ ba};(}] rxn?g Square (P1.

dmiral Warren's descendants. "‘{tay alnd 4th ave. This land was set aside a.Z a Sts"k Broad-

a1 park is a War Memorial erected bygopul& city plan of 1807‘f11, and formally laid out in 1832‘?1r in the
n an :

n homor of the men in the district, In it are a ‘Central ) .
s bronze soldier, heroic size, cacrying the fi :atcxt- én 1842: a _sm;;f%‘:)’:fgglzndfgéﬂtxzﬁgomtthe introduction of Croton
o o onated by D.’ Willis Jomes in 1881, designed by daolf Py tide
. side by Bank onndorf, o

Stuttgart and cast : n

i y i i
1 Sq.'is bounded on the S Siatue of Washt?nggoz g;“'t‘;: gl %’unsw:ﬁ(, Germany; an Equestrian
. corner, ria

assisted by J, - by H i
zg)hc spot vghere'QWfsfziﬁlgtagg'::ﬁecgeisidtic Fity ?’Fizgng"i’;e xgsrgw:x;
k. Nov. 25, 1783; a Statue of Lincolm, the citizens on Evacuation:

Brown, erected by popular S“bs,cﬁptioztig‘;hgggé W. corner,  by"

e during the great fever epidemic of
York financial business was suddenly
and a whole block of hastily ere

sre occupied as branches of the down ‘ chg:nq, by Bartholdi,. esented in 1876 by the I
. in .question was on Greenwich Ave. , In ctllz square. o i g Dy tae.
. mass meetings have " glways ‘be

‘osite and Sheridan Theatre, Diagonally i es and I 8. m ‘

£ the New York Orphan Asylum, incor . gm abor organizations. : Many clash i po

litution - of its kind in the hited States the Socialists whe thold here their M:;-de:yl;::ecﬁggc‘;;rd thsesgl'be;'
: i mec ice.

nna Bethm:ie wllljo served for 54 yeag: ﬁamé'to th s
ctoress, . and . whose name survives 1 1 e or .
\ank st., between Abingdon Sq. and th to have thelg;!::tlgfla?mﬁfn the
1g Bank St on the river front : ocatilg /B.tzgry and Broadway, at a
pacious open-air, market place. st of 16th st, - ‘ms foun di, I:n the prejected square,
this space is -filled-in ground, ‘where 3’gﬂmtmued ‘in a-straight line wo 1?1W€V€r‘ 'thatf'Broadwayyg ‘
projecting point of land in the centre, dow 14th st, and so its Line wa uld meet the’ other road
samed from - General Peter Gansevoo Fo e was deflected west.at 10th st, o
army). - This fort was erect¢§ i : " ingrt‘ientth :st. was ‘only a few yeafs agoiian dm b
ave. on ’; ;;,ofﬁreadmg out to Broadway on one siIc)lzrt::; ;

% and 6th her... Hearw's Dept. Store (p. 103), be

th aves., is the only old-ti p. 103}, between
v R T S Two old landmeailee uly old-time store left, ..
ocks N. of Bethune St. is Jane & lath ot andmarks, formerly at S. E. cor. o
| a certain Mr. Jaynes, through wh ere t, the Hotel Churchill and Union S;;

\ly -east-of the market is the :si /
ace,”” an Indian village where, . accor
n stopped to trade in 1609,

\ of Broadway
$0 tare
igtoricu::hIQZI for $1,420,000, the hotel dcmolis}};lziea;r fi’
On the « eatx:c remodeled and renamed Acme Theatre’,‘
the nionaszgE side of the Square; S, E. corner of 15th S k

In its latter years it was opened ormer] quare Hotel, recently ‘remodeled "'Asb St
1e “Mansion House, . s erly on' ‘the facade, withe.basrelief . Tonze
(he Bayard mansion, at the foo A , - with«.basrelief - portrait of
try estate of Stephen . Delant . " ‘ e Tax (by Richard. :
ansh - Delancey. :: East : y femoved death her ober 29, 1807, has
now Lar 3 lan. %t 1 COI'HC - H 4 97
he line’ of Bth ‘Ave.. betwees . Lo t Hor bt
ey erected, in 1761, the Obelis] - m - Lloyd Gas use arg
lisappearance ‘of which durin ly acrcs}; . a&nsﬂﬂl\lrh who

ppesrant b , on the 5

This  house, built by M
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UNION SGUARE. FOURTH AVENUE, VASHINGTON MONUMENT UNION SQUARE HOTEL,

FOURTH AVENUE, LOUKING NORTH FROM UNION SQUARE,

UNION SOUARE HOTEL,
NEW YORK. ;

i
i

Mivy mOB2 ANNIAY HIHNOI CNY ‘IYYNDY NROINM 40 LEVd LSVIHLNOS ONIMOHS MIIA
"13LO0H 3HVNADS NOINN NV IHVADS NOINO

i i £
When visiting New York, vou will find the Uxiox Souare

HoreL a very desirable locaton, fronting on Union Siuare  Park, f :
corner 15th street, near Broadway, in the very center of the fashion- “ T
able shopping district, and convenient to all theatres and principal ?5 ! . g {
attractions of the city.  "This well known Hotel is patronized by the g ‘ gy |
best people from all parts of the world, and having recently been ,
newly furnished and decorated throughout, and equipped with all | :
modern conveniences, makes it one of the most comfortable and i i ]

home-like Hotels in the Metropolis.
The Uxrton Seuark Horer is run on the European plan and
charges are moderate. L'or rates and full particulars, address, 5

JoHOFIFE, Mavacer.
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UNION SQUARE, LOOKING TOWARD THE NORTHWEST. 2 rcr: ! i
THE EVERETT HOUSE FRONTS ON UNION SQUARE. 5 |
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[Ti STREET AND FOURTH AVENUE, Z
CvERITAS S NEW YORK. L |
An Established House under new management. !
» . . oz
Thoroughly renovated, perfect sanitation and all modern ‘
improvements,
An Hotel of excellent cuisine, superior service and quiet,
homelike comfort, g
7
THE RENDEZVOUS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEANS. ) z
S
European Plan. B. L. M. BATES, Proprietor. : ,
518 519
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connecting the embankment with the hillside.  This arrangement would give the

ity a water-front park uncqualled for beauty elsewhere in the workde At the north-
ern end of Riverside Park is the tomb of General U, S Grant,

Morningside Park is a strip of land about 600 feet wide and more than half a
eres, extending north and south upon the castern slope

mile long, with an arca of 32
of Bloomingdale Heights, north of rroth Street and west of Eighth Avenue. It
overlooks Central Park and Harlem, and commands a view of Washington Heights
and the country to the north and cast. The land at the foot of the hill has been
faid out in a handsome landscape design, and against the face of the ¢hiff has been

constructed a heavy granite wall with projecting bustions and broad stairways lead-
ing up to the parapetted promenade on the top.

Madison Square, bounded by Tifth Avenue, Broadway, Madison Avenue, 23d
Street and 26th Street, is the chiel popular resort of the central districts. It covers
nearly seven acres, and in swmer is charming with shade-trees and beds of flowers.
The 5
ment is at the northern corner,  Iere are ornamental and drinking fountains, and

ard and the Farragw statues are inside the park, and the Worth Monu-

MENAGERIE IN CENTRAL PARK.

in the season beds of beautiful water-lilies,  The Square is much frequented by
pretuily dressed children with their nurses, and withal is thoroughly delightful, ’
“[3nx0rﬂ{MSWq«%are7 at Broadway, 14th Street, 17th Strect, and Fourth Avenue is 3}

P treseee et N ' ‘ 32
acresmextent. Hereare the Lafayette, the equestrian Washington and the Lincoln
?t(ifﬂt'ﬁ, a pretty fountain o the centre, a large drinking fountain surmounted by the

figures of @ woman and two children, a small and artistic drinking fountain designed
by Olin T Warner, a paved plaza on the north bordered by o row of colored hq:lS-
lamps, an ornamental strectare and a cottage with a \'c\'ic\viﬁg balcony.  The p\];u.a
s 2 favored place for Targe outdoor mass-mectings. ’

e

LARINGIS HLANDBOOK OF NEIW YORK. (53N 6y

Washington Square has a character peculiar o itsclf. It is at the lower end
of Fifth Avenue, an open space of about nine acres, once the Potter's Field, New-
York socicty, driven successively out of Bowling Green, Bond Stree, Bleecker Street
and elsewhere down-town, has made a sturdy stand for two generations in Washing-
ton Square.  The north side is lined by old-f. shioned red-brick houses, with white-
marble trimmings, in which dwell the Coopers, the Rhinelanders, and other aristo-
cratic familie: On the east side is the imposing white-stone castellated structure of
the University of the City of New York, hallowed by many as sociations,  Fhe dor-
mitory of this building has for a generation at least been the bachelor home of artists
and men of letters, and many a recluse has buried himsell from the world s quict

BOW BRIDGE, IN CENTRAL PARK.

precinets,  In the next block is the Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church, and the
modern Bencdict Chambers, principally occupied by artists. - On the south side of
the Square small shops catering to the neighboring tenement population, have crept
in to a considerable extent. Some of the old historic houses remain, and several
:qmﬂmcnt»\mil(lin”s, The feature of that side of the Square, however, is the Judson
Memorial Baptist Church. On the west side are fine private residences and apart-
ment-hotels,  The principal ornament of the Square is the white-marble Washington
Memorial Arch, where Fifth Avenue begins.  There is a fountain, a statue of Gyari-
baldi, a bust of Alexander L. Holley, beds of flowers, shade-trees, and hundreds of
seats that are generally occupied by poor people from neighboring tenements.
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GREELEY 8TATUE, IN PRINTING-HOUSE SQUARE,

intervals about the shaft, and upon these
are carved the names of battles with
which General Worth’s fame was identi-
fied. The plot of land on which the monu-
ment stands s surrounded by an iron
fence ornamented by appropriate military
designs, and the shaft also has upon it a
bronze coat-of-arms of New-York State
and a group of military insignia. The
monument was erected by the cityin 1837,
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt,
in bas-relief, is on the fagade of the
Hudson-Street freight-depot of the New-
York Central & Hudson-River Ruailroad,
Governor Peter Stuyvesant, with
his wooden leg most conspicuous, is a
wooden statue in front of the Stuyvesant
Insurance Company’s office, 165 Broadway,
) Gutenberg, the father of modern
printing, and Franklin, Amecrica’s emi-
nent printer, both modelled by Plassman,

adorn the fagade of the Siaats- /u//mr

Building, looking out upon P rinting- Ummz
Square.

Beethoven, in Central Park, is commemorated by a .colossal bronze bust on a
granite pulmtxl near the Music I’,xv lwn of the Mall. Tt is the work of the German

sculptor Baerer, and was crect
1884 by the Minnerchor German sing-
ing socicty. ,

Robert Burns is also on the
Mall, in  Central Park, a bronze
seated figure on a rock, mmdd!ed by
John Steele, of Edinburgh, and pre-
sented to the city in 1880 by Scottish
citizens.

Sir Walter Scott, in Central
Park, also of bronze, of hereic :
the work of Steele, and a present ﬁom
resident bu)tuhmun, is scated opposite
the Burns statue, on an Aberdeen-
granite pedestal. Tt was unveiled
1872.

Fitz-Greene Halleck, in Central
Park, of bronze, the work of Wilson
MacDonald, is on the Mall. It shows
the poet seated in a chair, with notc-
book and pen in hand. It was erected
in 1877.

The Shakespeare Statue, by
J. QA Ward, is a standing figurc in

COX BTATUE, IN ASTOR PLAGE,
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bronze, at the southern c¢ntrance to the Mall, in Central Park. It was unveiled,
May 23, 1572, on the jooth anniversary of the great dramatist’s birth.

The Indian Hunter, by [. Q. A. Ward, a life-size ideal figure of an Indian,
how and arrow in e
hand, bending
cagerly  forward
and holding his
dog in leash, is
just west of the
Mall, in Central
Park, and is a
very spirited and
admirable group.

The Eagles
and Goat in
Central Park is
an intceresting
bronze by the
French  sculptor
Fratin, presented
to the city in 1863
by a wealthy resi-
dent, Gurdon W,
Burnham.

The Beth-
esda Fountain,
the most ambi-
tious work of

SClletler in (ann o DDGE BTATUE, AT BROADWAY AND 6IXTH AVENUE.

tral Park, stands

on the Iisplanade at the foot of the Terrace, on the shore of the Lake. The design,
by Miss IEmma Stebbins, the New-York sculptor, represents the angel blessing
the waters of the Pool of Bethesda. The figure
of the winged angel is poised easily upon a mass
of rocks from which the water gushes, falling
over the edge of the upper basin, which is sup-
ported by four figures symbolizing Temperance,
Purity, Health and Peace.  In her left hand the
angel holds a bunch of lilies, flowers of purity,
and over her bosom are the cross-bands of the
messenger.  The basin of the fountain contains
lotus, papyrus, Indian water-lilics, and other rare
water-plants.

General Simon Bolivar, the Liberator of
South America, is represented by an cquestrian
statue that stands on the west side of Central
Park, near 81st Street. Tt is a replica of the Boli-
var statue by R. De La Cora, in Caracas, Vene-
. zucla ; and was a present from the South- American
JAMES ;omam, IN UNION 6QUARE, Republic to the City of New York in 1884.




180 KING'S HANDBOOK OF NEW YVORA,

Daniel Webster is an heroic
bronze statuc on the West Drive in
Central Park, made by Thomas Ball,
at a cost of %635,000. Gurdon \W.
Burnham presented it

Mazzini, a2 bronze bust, is on
the West Drive of Central Park. It
isof heroic size, upon a high pedestal,
Turini, the Ttalian sculptor, made it,
and Ttalian residents of New York,
admirers of the great lalian agitator,
presented it to the city in 1878,

The Seventh-Regiment
Monument is on the West Drive of
Central Park, not far from the Web-
ster statue. It represents a citizen
soldier at parade rest, leaning on his
musket. It was modelicd by J. Q.
A. Ward, and was erected in 1874, t0 commemorate the patriotisny of those mem-
bers of the Seventh New-Vork Regiment who fell in battle during the civil war,

The Falcomner, an ideal bronze figure, modelled by George Simonds, stands on
a bluff in Central Park.  George Kemp presented it to the city in 1872,

Commerce, an allegorical female figure in bronze, of heroic size, is the work of
the French sculptor Bosquet. It is in Central Park, near the entrance at Eighth
Avenue and 39th Street, and was erected in 1866, a gift from Stephen B. Guion,

Alexander Hamilton, a granite statue in Central Park, stands near the Museum
of Art.  Ch. Conradts, the sculptor, designed it for the son of Hamilton, John C.
Hamilton, who presented it to the city in 1880,

Prof. S. F. B. Morse is honored with a bronze statue, of life-size, modelled
by Byron M. Pickett, and crected in 1371 by the Telegraph Operators’ Association,
[tis in Central Park, near the 72d-Strect entrance,
on Fifth Avenue. Prof. Morse was present at
the dedication.

The Pilgrim, an heroic bronze statue on the
Grand Drive, in Central Park, was a gift from
the New-England Socicty of New York, in 1883,
It is a picturesque and noble statue, by J. Q. A.
Ward, to commemorate the landing of the Pil-
grims on Plymouth Rock. It represents  a
strong-faced, alert, and resolute hero, in the
quaint English costume of 1620,

The Alexander Von Humboldt bronze
bust in Central Park was a ¢ift from the German
residents of the city, in 1869. It was designed
by Prof. Gustave Blaeser, of Berlin: and stands
near Fifth Avenue and g9th Street,

The Thomas Moore bust near the south-
eastern corner of Central Park, wus modelled by
Dennis B. Shechan, and put in place by the
Moore memorial committee, in 1850,

(" WAEHINGTON EQUESTRIAN MONUMENT, IN UNIOK SQUARE.

LAFAYETTE STATUE, {N UNION 8QUARE,
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Schiller, the German poet, is remem-
bered in a bronze bust by C. L. Richter,
that is set up on a sandstgne pudestal in
the Ramble, in Central Park. 1t was the
first piece of sculpture to be erected in the
Park ; and was presented by German resi-
dents, in 1859, less than three years after
the Park was begun.

The Still Hunt, in Central Park, by
LEdward Kemeys, represents a crouching -
Amecrican panther preparing to leap upon
its prcy. Itison a high ledge near the
Obelisk,

The Tigress and Young, a fine
bronze group, came from the hand of the
French sculptor, Auguste Cain, It stands
west of the Terrace in Central Park, and
was a gift in 1867 of twelve New-Yorkers.

The Egyptian Obelisk, in Central

Park, is one of the most interesting his-

torical relics in the metropolis. It was
presented to the city, through the Depart-
ment of State, in 1877, by the Khedive of
Fgypt, Ismail Pasha. It was transported
to this country under the direction of
Lieut.-Com. H. M. Gorringe, U. S. N., at the expense of William H. Vanderbilt.
The monolith is of granite, 69 feet high, and weighs 220 tons. It is the sixth in
size of the famous obclisks of Egypt, and was erected in the Temple of the Sun, at
Heliopolis, 3,500 years ago, by King Thothmes III.  The hieroglyphic inscriptions
upon it relate the titles of Thothmes, and his illustrious descendant, King Rameses
IL., who lived 200 years after Thothmes, Until the reign of Tiberius it stood in
the Temple of the Sun, and then it was removed
to Alexandria, where it remained until it crossed
the water to the New World. The obelisk was
old in the days of the Roman Empire; antedates
the Christian Era by fifteen centuries; looked
down upon the land of Egypt before the siege of
Troy ; and was familiar to Moses and the Israel-
ites in bondage. It now stands on a knoll necar
the Museum of Art, an impressive reminder of a
far-away past. The severities of the American
climate may cause the gradual obliteration of the
venerable inscriptions on the obelisk, and great
care has been taken to protect these annals ¢f
the past by covering them with paraffine and
other protective materials.  Another obelisk, of
similar size, stood with this before the Temple of
the Sun, and now adorns the Queen-Victoria
Embankment, along the Thames, in London.
SEWARD STATUE, IN MADISON square,  Both were of the rose-red granite of Nubia.

LINCOLN BYATUE, IN UNION B8QUARE. L/
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a Mars=illaise’ Salutes
astille Day in Central Park

sernadette Chirac, wife of Prime
¥ Minister Jacques Chirac of
ance, called Emmanuel de Mar-
rie, the French Ambassador to the
ited States, who called Martin E.
zal, chairman emeritus of Lincoln
nter and head of the France Sa-
es New York Festival, who then
led Albert K. Webster, managing
ector of the New York Philhar-
mic, -

Zt voila! Line Renaud — variously
scribed as the Ethel Merman of
ance and the female Maurice Che-
lier — was on the program to sing
a Marseillaise’” last night at the
ilharmonic’s  French-American
acert on Bastille Day in Central
rk. i

“This is a beautiful moment in my
2,"" said Mrs. Renaud, who also
ng the French national anthem last
ynth when Parisians feted the
itue of Liberty at their own mini-
rsion of it in the Seine.

Today, she will return to Paris to
ike a short film, “Lady Liberty,”
- guess what?

or Stroke Patients,
he Freedom of Swimming

‘or those who are battling the after-
effects of a stroke, a swimming
ol means far more than summer
freshment, more than wet hair and
ran dives.
For them, a pool provides the
ance to slip the bonds of gravity
ym their bodies. And to move, Itisa
ecious taste of freedom, says Bob
cElwreath, who suffered a stroke 13
ars ago and organizes trips for
roke patients to public pools in the
etropolitan area.
“After you suffer a stroke, you
n’'t do anything, you can’t move,
u can’t walk —- most people just sit
id cry,”” he said. “Then they’re fin-
1ed. This gets them to move and
at's a beginning.”
Since 1982 Mr. McElwreath, a

NEW YORK
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member of the Organization of Peo-
ple Undaunted by Stroke, has worked
with the City Parks and Recreation
Department, which provides trained
specialists to assist the swimmers in
the locker rooms and the pool. The
visits are to the pool at the Bulova
School, at 40-24 62d Street in Wood-
side, Queens.

There, an hour is spent with an
aquatics exercise specialist. While
there are similar programs run by
different groups, this is the only one
in which the Parks Department pro-
vides specialists in aquatic exercise,
according to John Hutchins, the de-

rtment’s director of aquatics. The

arks Department also opens its Car-
mine Street pool for stroke victims
but does not provide instructors
there. .

When the program began five sum-
mers ago, Mr. McElwreath said, he
was given a 7 A.M. starting time,
when the waters are frigid and the
feet grow numb. Now, the group gets
to swim Tuesdays and Fridays from
3:15 to 4:30 P.M.

For further information, call the

Parks Department at (212) 360-8215,
or Mr. McElwreath at (212) 566-5955.

Statue of Gandhi Nearing

Reality for Union Square

n the second of October in 1869,
Mohandas K. Gandhi was born.
On the second of October in 1986, an
eight-foot bronze likeness of the Ma-
hatma is scheduled to be unveiled in
Union Square.
- The way seems to be clear now that
the local community board has voted
23 to 9 in favor of the monument.
Yogesh K. Gandhi, director of the
Gandhi Memorial International
Foundation, said yesterday that the
casting of the statue by the artist

Kantilal Patel was aimost complet ed.
The foundation, based cn Staten Is-
land, is sponsoring the monument
with the help of $100,000 from-Mohan
B. Murjani, chairman of Murjani In-
ternational, the apparel concern.

After other sites in lower Manhat-
tan had been rejected, Mr. Gandbhi, a
great-grandnephew of the Indian
leader, settled on Union Square.

““Union Square has a history of free
speech,” he said. ‘“For me, union is
identified with unity, And also, thou-
sands of people a;lre passing by every
day. By seeing the statue le get
thg ins);ﬁratio% of the ph’il%ggghygof
nonviolence. And that is the idea.”

There was some resistance from
the neighborhood. The Union Square
Park Community Coalition objected
that it had not been consulted, that
other statues in the square portrayed
American figures and that no care
was being given to the existing statu-
ary. )
The city’s Commissioner of Parks
and Recreation, Henry J. Stern, sup-
ported the Gandhi project dnd an-
swered opponents: ‘What would kave
happened if the Statue of Liberty
were submitted to a community.
board? They would have said it was
too big, in too remote a place, and
that it was foreign, to boot.”

At the community board meeting
last Thursday, Mr. Gandhi said the
foundation would not only maintain
the Gandhi monument but also help
care for the other statues in Union
Square.

“I think that is what convinced as
many people to be enthusiastic about

it,”” said Joseph Rose, chairman of '

the local board, Nc. 5.

Susan Heiler Anderson
David W. Dunlap

Statue of Mohandas K. Gandhi to
be unveiled in Union Square Oct. 2.

e
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September 13, 1977

Mrs. Carvel H. Moore
l4th St.-Union Square Area Proiject
124 East 15th Street
New York, N.Y. 10003

Dear Mrs. Moore,

Per our telephone conversation of today, I am pleased
to send to you the text of the statement of Councilmen
Henry J. Stern and Robert F. Wagner, Jr. concerning
the proposed landmark designation of Union Square:

The Landmarks Preservation Commission will
hold a hearing on Tuesday, September 20 at
10:30 AM in the Board of Estimate Chambers

at City Hall with respect to Union Square
Park and several adjacent properties.

Union Square is certainly a landmark of great
historical meaning. However, the nature

of the city landmarks law makes it difficult
for improvements to be made in a formally
designated area. The 14th St.-Union Square
Area Project is a non-profit corporation
whose work, which includes improving the
safety and esthetics of Union Sguare Park

and its subway station, is strongly supported
by Councilmen Stern and Wagner. It opposes
the proposed landmark designation since it
feels that its work might not be able to
continue should the Park be designated.

For more details call the Project at 460-4750.

This statement will be broadcast during the Councilmen's
weekly television program "Manhattan at Large”, to be seen

at 8:30 PM on Wednesday, September 14.

Sincerely yours,




Return to Manh. Office

July 28, 1977

Honorable Baevexly Moss Spatt, Chairperson
Landmarks Preservation Commission

305 Broadway

New York, WN.¥Y. 10007

Dear Ms. Spatis

I write in connection with the proposed designation of Union Square Park,
Manhattan, as a landmark.

For the pasgt year we have bheen participating slong with meyrchants, insti-
tutions and community groups in the 14th Street - Union Square Area Project,
investigating the possible redesign of Union Square Park for better utilization
and other street and subway station improvements in the area., A landmark dee
signation at this time, in light of the substantial work we have hlready done,
may retard this project significantly.

Our Project’s study found that design and layout of Union Square Park
has been altered many times since its official dedication in 1839, It began
as a residentlal square around an oval park at ground level. During the 1930°'s
m@WWWMQMMm&wmtﬁmfwt%pmﬂtmmﬁmﬁmofammmMa
in the 14th Street subway station. This change in grade made access to the
park difficult not only for the general public but for the handicapped and
elderly people as well. Subsequent alterations, additions of statues and the
ingtallation of a children's play area which is rarely utilized have impaired
visibility and access through the park, thus making the parl more difficult
te use and to program activities. Significant design changes are necessary
a8 part of a program to restore Union Square Park for use by evervone., Ramps
into the park, removal of some fences and statuaxy, are part of the initial
proposals of the project,

The landmark designstion of Union Square Park therefore may be inapprom-
priate at this time.

Sincerely,

Victoyr Marrero
Chairman
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14TH STREET ASSOCIATION INC. 244-4378

450 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001

Officers Willlam F. Stuhlbarg

N - 5 Executive Vice-President
Prosident . July 6, 1977

dhax L. Shulman

Vice-President

Al Landa )
Michae! J. Durleavy Hon. Beverly Moss Spatt

Trowsurer Chairman, Landmarks Preservation
James Macar Coumission

Secretary 305 Broadway

Irving Gobln New York, New York 10007
Progident Erneritus
Jan Mitchall

Deax Chairman Spatt:

Dirsctors o . . o
Albert W. D This Association wishes to add ils volice 1n ORPOBLLLOR
ibert W, De Jonge . o . ] .t . . ey i 0 et )
Guardien Lite Insurance Co. to the proposed landmark designation of Unlon Bquars
Frank Dougharty Park. =

Manutecivrers Hanover Trust Company
Michast J. Dunteavy The park is im a fluid situation at the present time,

Consolidated Edizson Company

Phiiip Ferbal
JH, Taylor Management Co.

with funding already obtained. There are plans to

renovate the park which should be given a chancs.
By designating this park as a landwark, the park would

Al Landa \ . - ;o JURE
New School for Svelal Researchy be “frozen" in its present physical situation and we
James Macar are not sure that this is a desirable situatlon.
New York Bank for Savings
Francls Morlarty We are unot saying that at some time in the future,
Amgigametsd B sw York ' ] L e e
lgamsied Banicof e York this might not be desirable but at the present time,
William 8. Potter o R PR e en e b s 3 deved ctnmt
Metropolitan Lile Insurance Co. the lath Street Association asks that this desigonation
Frank Paauts . be deferrad.
Salvation Army
H. Laurance Asinhard il Very tou LYVYOurs,

Helmgley-Spoear nc,

Bruce Saxton )
Greemwich Savings Bank ers oy U Y W
William Stuhlbarg,
Max L. Shublman - e T4 Syasnicient
- Ted RV Y] Lo Craslidaett
J W, Mays, inc. e ulive Yvige SIIes 3
Herbert Slefent
Cantrsl Sevings Bank WaeoD
Richard Stons
Estate of Samus! Klein
Peter 5. Talty
Mew York Telephone Company
Robarl Waell
Weil Furniture Ing.
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WEST 12 th STREET BLOCK ASSN.
village sta. new york, n.y. 10014

munity Board 2 July 6, 1877
District Service Office

5 West 3rd Strect

New York, New York 10012

Att: Joan Swan, Chairperson
Re: RENOVATION OF UNION SQUARE AREA
Gentlemen:

We believe it encumbent as one of the Block Associations
contained in Community Board 2's area of jurisdiction,
to advise the Community Board as to our position with
respect to the renovation of Unilon Square.

We are aware both as a Community and as individuals of
the horrible state that 14th Street and Union Sguare in
particular is in. As an Association, we wish to applaud
the efforts of the business community and individuals in
raising funds towards the renovation of the area.

However, we have been advised that there are certain
efforts to declare parts of Union Square a landmark or
historic site. Tt is our strong position that the
renovation and revitalization of the area should take
precedence over the preservation of what is at best a
poor example of our past.

The Board of Trustees earnestly suggests that the Community

Board support the rvevitalization program as being in the
best interests of the Community.

Very truly yours,

e,

yesT IZTH&ﬁIEWTT BLOCK ASSOCIATION

“puad

ce:  Rita Lee-District Manager :
Catherine Angle~Trustee 12th Street Block Association
Renovation Committee of 14th Street




Councit on Municipal Parformance
B4 Fitth Averue
Maw Yok, N.Y, 10011

(712} 2436603

Septembexr 14, 1977

Honorable Beverly Moss Spati

Chairman

The Landmurks Preservation Commission
305 Broadway

New York, New York 10007

Dear Chalvman Spait:

[ and other staff mwembers of the Council on Musicipal Pevformance
ave very concerned about the poer layout, insdegquate maintenavce
spd disuse of the Union Square Park snd surrounding blocks. We
therefore atrongly support the work of the lath Strest-Ualon Square
Ares Project in Uonton Squave park and the aves subway stations and
gtreet environment. We join the l4th Street-Union 8quare Aves
project in strenuously opposing the obstacles to removation of
inton Square Park which would occux by destgnating the Park asw &
Landmark st this tise.

gincerely,

John Tepper Marlin
Exgcutive Divector



f

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020
TELEPHONE: (212)581-9840

1270 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS

September 16, 1977

Dear Commissioner,

The Association would like to go on record as
opposing the designation of Union Square as a
scenic landmark.

We believe such a designation can only interfere
and possibly destroy the careful plans for renovation
of the area being made by the 14th Street - Union
Square Project.

We urge that you postpone any consideration of
this designation until after the planned renovations
and improvements are made.

Yours for a Better New York,

William D. Swan, Jr.
Executive Director



New YOrk's changing scene

Union Square, one of the ¢ity’s older
parks, is enjoying something of a re-
naissance, what with the new farm-
ers’ market selling fresh produce at
its northern end and the local Tilden
Democratic Club members painting
the benches and raking out the
trash. Moreover, the efforts of the
City Planning Commission — with
the support of surrounding property
owners and merchants, including
Con Edison which has its main
building nearby — may succeed in
running out the drug dealers and
bringing back some of the amenity
which this handsome park once
enjoved and which can be sensed in
our 1904 photograph. It depicts the
famous sidewalk flower market,
held where autos and parking
meters now prevail, that brightened
this section of Broadwav during
spring and summer months. The

picture, made on the west side of
Union Square just below 16th St.
and looking north, seems to have
been taken before the leaves were
out. Certainly the lady shopper
wears a warm suit, and the two po-
licemen approaching the camera are
still dressed in winter uniforms. The
ight-colored building with massive
holished stone columns (at the mid-
dle left of the picture) was the just-
completed Metropolitan Bank Build-
ing. It still stands as does the office
building with the Gothic pointed
tower on the right side of Broadway
which was the Mcintyre Building
erected in 1890, First a private park,
Union Square was opened to public
use in 1838, It later became a center
for demonstrations during the Civil
War and after that the gathering
place for trade union activities and
pelitical oratory, —Margot Gayle
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nite one proposed thus far for the square. its
seven-story base would cover the building site and
have space for shops, movie theaters and a res-
taurant on the ground floor facing 14th Street and
the park, and five floors of office space. In the
muddie of the base would be a seven-story atrinm.

Four 17-story towers . contaiming 600 apartments

and rising from the paﬁ of the base farthest from
the park, would end in cupolas.

The design of the building was ﬂ@veﬂop@u with
the proposed special district in mind and will re-
quire no revising, said Edith Fisher, a Zeckendor?
COMmpany t@@'ﬁ;mmaﬂ, S’ne adde{i tm‘z the e
oper was
staterpent m SO0 s;mum mrmd!’ijf subrnif U’IC e:éf««
sign for review under the city’s uniform land-use
review procedurs.
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EAST SIDE EXPRESS
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By LUCIA FLAVIA

The Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission is considering designating Union
Square Park an historic landmark, as well
as it might, for it is that city agency's charge
to accomplish the task of protection,
enhancement and perpetuation of distinct
areas of special historical or aesthetic
concern or value, in the interest of the

health, prosperity, safety and welfare of the
people.
The Commission is mandated to attempt

to sateguard whatever clements remain of

this city’s historic, aesthetic and cultural
heritage. and thereby foster civic pride,
improve property values and stimulate
participation by the citizenry in appropriate

activities, making for betterment all around.
The team down at 305 Broadway beats a
Eﬁ@.. mean tambourine.

It is  difficult to read
especially those pickled in brine, 5o it is best
not to bother. But it does seem that there
are some people, Sweet 14, for example, who
would rather postpone the landmarking,
that is. the protection of the unique and
gracefully designed mid-Manhattan 0asis
whose beautiful old elm and pin oak trees
do a mighty fine job of refreshing the eye
and the environment along four streets that
are heavily saturated with teaffic from
vehicular and people congestion.

Even in Dutch Colonial times the place
which now is now 14th to 17th Streets, from
Broadwav to Fourth Avenue, was a Cross-

some minds,

roads area of sorts, close by a beautiful
stoping hillock known as Bouwerie Hill
which was one of many on the Manhattan
terrain lending a lovely variety to the ways
along which men travelled in those days.

The road that came to be called Fourth
Avenue was then the leftward fork of the
northbound Bowery (then called Bouwerie,
for farm) pathway. It was here that it met
with the northbound road, Broadway, up
from the Battery.

On the other side of the Bowery Hill there
was still another well-travelled way, the
Bloomingdale Road, to which Broadway
connected; or, as was said of them in the
quaint pariance of the day, “they made
union. .

Later in time the whole of them both
would be pamed Broadway, establishing
that artery as the longest street in the City,
stretching as it does the entire 18-mile
length of Manhattan from its southernmost
tip to the northernmost reaches of Inwood.
Actually Broadway continues as Route 9 on
the eastern shore of the Hudson River all the
way up to Albany.

Where Broadway made union with each
of the other roads came to be known as the
Union Place. 1t was there that occasional
confrontations occurred, but only between
sheep, swine, geese, oxen and farmers carts
vying for the right of way with journeymen
on horseback up from the Dutch West India
Company, in the forgotten years of the early
17¢th and 18th centuries. There may have

31

been some chancey encounters with coach
and carriage speeding to match the
guickening pace of the years of contention,
the change of flag, wars, revolution, in-
dependence . . . prosperity, the founding of
a new nation, another war, depression . ..
Al of it, then as now!

The sylvan place changed markedly after
the first decade of the 19th century. lts
terrain was laboriously worked over, graded
after vears of effort, and the district became
4 suburb, with stark but stately mansions.

13th Street was then the City line.

At the crossroads, at Union Place, a lush
private park was established in 1815,
surrounded by an iron fence and a gate that
was Tocked at night. Things were luxurious
and sedate north of the line. They were to
remain so for a decade or so.

- F PSS furilt their

equestrian statue of George Washington. It
was sculpted and cast in bronze by Henry
Kirke Brown, and it was of heroic
proportions.

Prints of the pericd show the sculpture
surrounded by an iron fence and the Park
itselt fencless, open for promenading or for
passing the time of day. In time parades on
a variety of themes and in behalf of many
kinds of causes were organized to march up
Broadway and into Union Square.

By the early 1860°s several protests
against slavery were staged by Abolitionists.

On July 13, 1863, on the first day that a
conscripted army was to be drawn for by
Lot. instead of being recruited on a
volunteer basis, an anti-draft riot took place
involving thousands of protesters all over
the City. The bloody fray was to last 4 long
Ao 100 Yilled K000 intnred:

[, and

VAL
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CONTINUED...
laﬂﬁwammg “Eﬁ was tmt gaggesf
ed by Bim (Teitelbanm),” she said.
“It came as part of the natural

process of our review of parks in

the city, They (Sweet 14) have
concluded  that’ %aﬂdmammg will
prwﬁm them from carrying out
their plans for the redevelopment
of the .ares. That is. not so.
. Designation does not mesn timf the
park would be frozen in time.”
Teitelbanm ackmowledged that

e did request Landmarks for

fiesxgmt on of his building at 31
Union Sguare West, “‘However,
when I gave up the buiiding, 1 did
withdraw my requesi—possibly
only verbaliy—through my archi-
tect, Milton Glass,”” he explained.
“It’s a magnificent building and
should be a landmark, and | was
astounded when the FHA
that they wouldn’t touch the build-
ing if the landmarking procedure
went through.””

When asked why FHA sald that,
Teitelbaum repheds

The Sweet 14 people have great

plags for the ares, and so do the |

landmark people, and I only hope

they include 31 Unlon ﬁgﬁam West

in their plans.

ndmarking

" *“The four statues—including the
~oneof Washington aad Lafayette—

fion involving the siatues. ,
symimetrical

told me -

“They said
that the process would take oo

iong to finance, which is ridiculous.
‘recrestional furniture,

tlables; nlay equipment- in-the

were ‘moved into the ‘park from

“other places during the 1930's re-

designment,”” said Moore, when
asked gbout the historic designa-
“They
are in the middie of
naths abgtmctiﬁg vif*w and passage
from north fo south and east to
west.””

In zddition, Sweet 14 claims that

the area is not a particularly
~pleasant place to go. In a report
releésed  September 8, Moore

wrok: Y., . many of the stately

. old.trees meed desperately 1o be

proned; branches are so-thick in

- tpzny srea, sunlight and aiv.cannot

reach the grass beneath. Small

. flywering trees thal have been

phated b} the Parks Department—
baneath the stately trees——do not

; ,havf; achance 1o grow. ... ..

. ;.. Benches are set symmetri-

~cally along the.paths in a sterile

arrangement, facing not the
greenery, but other benches direct-
ly across the paths. There is no
no chess

%"‘ﬁs‘@% area in front of the
savition is fenced off and remote.
. ga gamimn is insccessible and the

- peatk is in 2 deteriorated condi- |

 designation,”

¥

i}()ﬂ(. w6, a £
Under the new gm;m%ai pazkmg '
would be elimingted asd the park
expanded. Traffic from Broadway
- which now must turn east af 17h
Street: apd come around the
easterly side of the park—creating
what Moore calls “‘the Broadway
Expressway’ —would be refzmtcé
to .the marginally
.side in.a_ more dir
Broadway below 14th
al‘awmg gradng and ex@aasm on
the easterly side. The gréea arcas
would be agg?egmd ang enlarged
to encourage use and erpapsion
from the center of the park, which
‘currently  concenirates  activities
“into it. The pavilion would be made
more accessibie and the oid
cparking lot would be utilized as 2 .
green area and playground on the'ﬂ*
northern side, ‘
o In. short, the park would %.w
upgraded for use by geﬁ;ﬁe.
“We're looking into. priva nd-

dng to bire & good lapdscape

-grehitect to take thege e@mgﬁaai -
proposals = step further and see if
they can be realized,” said Moore. -
“If Landmarks wishes to help us,
they should postpone the desipna-
tion - indefinitely, or %ﬁ&st ;
several yesrs,
“hnd wﬁszx ﬂw

for
she continued,
“they should look .at.ihe whole
ama for it will be meaningful o
erms of what's going on and what
we are doing.””
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Mrs. Carvel H. Moore
l4th St.-Union Square Area Project
124 East 15th Street
New York, N.Y. 10003

Dear Mrs. Moore,
Per our telephone conversation of today, I am pleased
to send to you the text of the statement of Councilmen
Henry J. Stern and Robert F. Wagner, Jr. concerning
the proposed landmark designation of Union Square: .

The Landmarks Preservation Commission will
hold a hearing on Tuesday, September 20 at
10:30 AM in the Board of Estimate Chambers

at City Hall with respect to Union Square
Park and several adjacent properties.

Union Square is certainly a landmark of great
historical meaning. However, the nature

of the city landmarks law makes it difficult
for improvements to be made in a formally
designated area. The 1l4th St.-Union Square
Area Project is a non-profit corporation
whose work, which includes improving the
safety and esthetics of Union Square Park

and its subway station, is strongly supported
by Councilmen Stern and Wagner. It opposes
the proposed landmark designation since it
feels that its work might not be able to
continue should the Park be designated.

For more details call the Project at 460-4750.

This statement will be broadcast during the Councilmen's
weekly television program "Manhattan at Large", to be seen
at 8:30 PM on Wednesday, September 14.

Sincerely yours,
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Return to Manh. Office

July 28, 1977

Honorable Beverly Moss Spatt, Chairperson
Landmarks Preservation Cormission

305 Broadway

New York, N.¥. 10007

Dear Ms, Spatt:

T write in connection with the proposed designation of Union Square Park,
Manhattan, as a landmark,

For the past year we have been participating along with merchants, inasgi-
tutions and community groups in the 14th Street - Unlon Square Area Project,
investigating the possible redesign of Union Square Park for better utilization
and other street and subway station improvements in the avea. A landmark de=-
signation at this time, in light of the substantial work we have blready done,
may retard this project significantly.

Our Project’s study found that design and layout of Union Square Park
has been altered many times since its of ficial dedication in 1839, It began
as a residential square around an oval park at ground level. During the 1920ts
the park was elevated about five feet to permit construction of a mezzanine
in the 14th Street subway station. This change in grade made accens to the
park difficult not only for the genexal public but for the handicapped and
elderly people as well. Subsequent alterations, additions of statues and the
installation of & children's play area which {s rarely utilized have impaired
visibility and access through the park, thus making the park more difficult
to use and to program activities. Significant design changes are necessary
as part of a program to restore Union Square Park for use by evervone., Ramps
into the park, removal of some fonces and statuary, are part of the initial
proposals of the project,

The landmark designation of Union Square Park therefore may be inappro-
priate at this time.

Sincerely,

Victor Marrers
Chairman



| NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020
|| YELEPHONES (212)581-9840

1270 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS

September 16, 1977

Dear Commissioner,

The Association would like to go on record as
opposing the designation of Union Square as a
scenic landmark.

We believe such a designation can only interfere
and possibly destroy the careful plans for renovation
of the area being made by the 14th Street - Union
Square Project.

We urge that you postpone any consideration of
this designation until after the planned renovations
and improvements are made.

Yours for a Better New York,

wWilliam D. Swan, Jr.
Executive Director
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202 MANHATTAN: MIDDLE AND UPPER EAST SIDE

August 7, 1887.) OHRBACH'S followed suit and these two establishments,
dealing in women's apparel, gave the impetus from which developed
today's substantial shopping center.

As a retail district Union Square, more strictly Fourteenth Street. is
perhaps the city’s largest outlet for low-priced women's merchandise,
KreiN's, doing a tremendous business in women's apparel, employs a
minimum of sales people, and customers help themselves in cafeteria
fashion. The presence of store detectives inhibits shoplifting. Hrarx's
DEPARTMENT STORE, between Fifth and Sixth Avenues on Fourteenth
Street, has shared in the general retail rejuvenation of the section. The
stores of Fourteenth Street no longer draw their clientele exclusively from
the East Side. Women from near-by cities, from the suburbs, and from
every part of New York come bargain hunting here. In line with the
district’s labor character, most of its business houses are either unionized
or in process of becoming so. The shoppers here are probably the most
union-conscious consumers in the country. An everyday sight on Union
Square is the picket line, whether it be in front of a restaurant, an orange-
drink stand, or a shoe shop.

UNION SOUARE PARK, after years of neglect, was landscaped in 19356,
The level of the ground was raised several feet above the strect in order
to allow for the construction of ari underground concourse connecting the
various subway routes below. At the north end a colonnaded bandstand
was constructed, overlooking a large plaza where automobiles are parked

unless a mass meeting is scheduled.

A number of monuments and pieces of sculpture of high merit are in
the square. The most commanding of these is a bronze equestrian
STATUE 0OF WASHINGTON near the southern end of the park facing Four-
teenth Street. The work of Henry Kirke Brown, it was one of the earljest
equestrian statues in America. J. Q. A. Ward designed the base. The
statue, dedicated on July 4, 1856, was originally placed at the southeast
corner of the square, where Washington was said to have been received
by the citizens of New York following the evacuation of the city by the
British on November 25, 1783,

Other monuments include a heroic bronze STATUE oF LINCOLN, also
by Brown, and a bronze Ficuri oF LAFAYETTE by Frédéric Auguste
Bartholdi, designer of the Statue of Liberty. From the center of the square
rises an eighty-foot LIBERTY PoLr, erected in 1924. It commemorates the
Declaration of Independence and honors the Tammany leader, Charles
Francis Murphy. In the sculptured, drum-shaped base, designed by An-
thony de Fransisci, are engraved Jefferson’s words: “How little my coun-

bty Gos Qs
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trymen know what precious blessings they are in possession of and which
no other people on earth enjoy.”

The diverse architecture of the buildings surrounding Union Square
does not supply the unified feeling of enclosure implied by the word
“square,” but it does offer an interesting record of architectural styles that
have been popular in past years. The LINcOLN BUILDING, erected at 1
Union Square in 1889, is an example adapted from Romanesque work ;
at No. 33 the Union Building, built in 1893, has richly framed windows
inspired by Spanish Moorish design. The cast-iron front widely popular
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century is exemplified by the AMmAL-
GAMATED BANK BUILDING at y1-15 Union Square, erected in 1870-71.

Most of the recent buildings, however, are faced with stone. Three di-
visions of each facade are clearly marked: a base ornamented with classical
details, an intermediate portion of undecorated masonry pierced by regu-
lar windows, and a crowning element at the top consisting of arched win-
dows and an elaborate cornice. The BANK OF THE MANHATTAN COM-
PANY at 31 Union Square and the HARTFORD BUILDING at No. 41 are
typical.

The decreased demand for industrial floor area and the increased num-
ber of vacancies, in the years following the financial crisis of 1929, led to
the popularity of a new type of structure—the taxpayer. This was designed
to yield rent that was sufficient to pay the real-estate taxes; it could be re-
placed by a larger building during a more prosperous period. Such an
example is at 31 EAST SEVENTEENTH STREET, a two-story structure of light-
cream brick and panels.

In the northeast corner of the square-—Seventeenth Street and Fourth
Avenue—is TaMdany Harr, the headquarters of the city-wide system of
Democratic political clubs. Here the inner council of sachems meets to set
Tammany's policies and to plan campaigns. When the organization wins
at the polls, club leaders and district workers swarm to the Hall for a
rousing election night celebration, but such joyful gatherings have been
infrequent in recent years. The building, erected in 1929, has some re-
semblance to the old Federal Hall that stood at Broad and Wall Streets.

Although the CoNSOLIDATED EnISON BUILDING is one block east of the
squarc—Fourteenth Street and Irving Place—it is already parct of the
square’s tradition. The building, completed in sections between 1915 and
1929, occupies the site of the old Academy of Music. The rmausoleum-like
tower rises 531 feet above the square; its bright lights, visible for
miles, and the illuminated dial of the great clock below, are welcome land-
marks.




Facing Union Square Fast:
"...Statue of Lafayette by Frederic Auguste Bartholdi,
presented in 1876 by the French residents of the city."
(Riger) *#

"From the center of the sguare rises and gighty-foot
Liberty Pole, erected in 1924. It commemorates the Declara-
tion of Independence and honors the Tammany leader, Charles
Francis Murphy. In the sculptured, drum-shaped Imse, designed
by Anthony de Fransisci, are engraved Jefferson's words: "How
little my countrymen know what precious blessings they are in
possession of and whid no other people on earth enjoy."

(W.P.A. Guide)

Inseription on base of Lafayette Statue

¥  TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FRANCE
IN REMEMBRANCE OF SYMPATHEY
IN TIME OF TRIAL
1870 - 1871

Erected 1876

AS SOON AS I HEARD COF
AMERICAN INDEFENDENCE
MY HEART
WAS ENLISTED

1776
LAFAYETTE



(Page 1 of 25)

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OME No. 1024-0018
— UNION SQUARE Page 1

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

R

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: UNION SQUARE

Other Name/Site Number: UNION SQUARE PARK

I
2. LOCATION

Street & Number: Between E. 14th & E. 17th Streets and Union Square West

and Union Square East Not for publication:
City/Town: New York Vicinity:
State: NY County: New York Code: 061 Zip Code:__10003
L]
=3, _CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of Property Category of Property
Private: — Building(s):
Public-Local: X District: —
Public-State: Site: X
Public-Federal: Structure:
Object: L
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
S ___buildings
1 sites
3__ structures
4 2__objects
-3 __5 _Total
Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: O
Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A -~ Desianated a
NATIONALHIST™ 1 AHATARK on

DEC 9 WY

by the Secretary 0i Ule lniarar
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NPS Fomm 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. §-86) OMB No. 1024-00128
UNION SQUARE Page 2
United Sates Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Histaric Places Registration Form

[FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this_X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requiremnents set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property  meets ____ does not meet the
National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official ‘ Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

. Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

R
5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

___ Entered in the National Register

____ Determined eligible for the National Register
____ Determined not eligible for the National Register
__ Removed from the National Register

____ Other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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KPS Formi 10-500 USDINES N

UNION SQUARE

Uhited States Department of the Interior, National Park Service

egistration Form (Rev. 8-86)

OMB No. 1024-00138
Page3

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

L]
6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historie: Recreation and Culture Sub:

Recreation and Culture

Current: Recreation and Culture Sub:

Recreation and Culture

L
7. _DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: N/A

MATERIALS:
Foundation: Stone
Walls: Stone
Roof: Metal

Terra Cotta

Other: Bronze

Outdoor Recreation
Work of Art

Outdoor Recreation
Work of Art
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

Union Square is located between East 14th and East 17th Streets and Union Square West and
Union Square East, lower mid-town Manhattan, New York, New York. The square itself is
basically egg-shaped with the north end flattened. The park is densely planted with trees as it
was at the time of the 1882 parade. At the north end of the park is a bandstand/pavilion and
directly south of'it is a statue of Abraham Linceln. At the other three axis points of the park are
commemorative sculptures and in the center of the park is a large flagpole. The park, together
with the streets that surround it, is counted as one contributing site as the streets are important for
their association with the first Labor Day parade on September 5, 1882. Also in the park are a
World War I memorial and two subway kiosks. The Square is served by three subway lines.

The name Union Square is due to the fact that from early in the nineteenth century it was at the
intersection [union] of major roads, Bloomingdale Road [now Broadway] and Bowery Road
[now Fourth Avenue]. It was laid out in 1815 as Union Place. In 1831, a park, basically the same

size as today, was mapped at that location, with its essentially oval shape, with passive functions
tn he actahlichad nate

identified and pIaﬂ ng style to be established note

The park, which opened on July 19, 1839, has been regarded as "of great importance as New
Yorics first public park modeled on the legendary residential squares of London (small, formal,
lushly planted strolling parks)."! By 1849 the park had been enclosed by a heavy iron picket
fence, with gates which closed at sundown. The original design included the oval shape, large
central fountain, the fence, walks in cross pattern from the fountain and crossing the park, and
rows of trees following walks and encircling the park, both inside the park and along the edge of
the sidewalk. An 1849 drawing shows a fountain spraying water high into the air and heavy
distribution of mature deciduous trees.? As the city began to expand northward the area around
Union Place became one of New York's most sedate and exclusive subuibs, inhabited by the
city's wealthiest citizens. Around 1872 the fence around the park was taken down and a pavilion
was constructed at the north end. The pavilion would be the location for the reviewing stand and
speakers' platform for the first Labor Day parade. The north end of the park, between the :
pavilion and the south side of East 17th Street was squame ,.creating the general (’%ﬁ{
_configuration ex1stn~1‘§w2day It was at this time that the park clearly became a Eubllc 835 311(1

received its present name of Union Square Park.?

\
!
|
|
|
1
/
|
|
i

! Henry Walter Weiss, Letter to Hon. Gene A. Norman, Chairman, New York City Landmarks Preservation ;
Commission, November 16, 1984. In Union Square File, New York Landmark Commission. Mr. Weiss, at the s
time of the letter, was Chair, Community Board 6, Manhattan; "Union Square Park: Design History,” Union Square |
File, New York City Landmarks Commission, identifies the park as being a private residential park when it was

opened.

?vUnion Square Park: Design History;" Drawing by G. Hayward, drawn for D. T. Valentine's Manual, in ;
Cristabel Gough, "Goodbye to Union Square?" Village Views, Vol. 1, No. 2 - September 1984, following p. 21. A /
7

it

? Federal Writers' Project, New York City Guide (New York: Random House, 1939), p. 200; "Union Square L.
Park: Design History." ™
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The park contains many examples of commemorative sculpture.* The most distinctive pieces
were either in the park, or just outside the park within traffic islands, still considered part of the
Square, in September, 1882. The most commanding of these is the bronze equestrian statue of
George Washington by Henry Kirke Brown and his assistant John Quincy Adams Ward, with the
base being designed by Richard Upjohn. The Washington statue was dedicated on July 4, 1856,
after Brown had worked on it for four years. The statue, originally located in a traffic island
surrounded by an iron picket fence, where the World War I memorial is located today, was
moved to its present location in the center of the southern edge of the park during the 1931-1936
re-design of the park.” The Union Square location for a commemorative statue to Washington
was chosen because it was at that location that there was a reception given Washington on
November 25, 1783, by the citizens in recognition of Washington's leadership in the American
Revolution and on the occasion of the evacuation of the British from New York.® At the north
end of the park is the statue of Abraham Lincoln by Hel Henry Kirke Brown. Completed in
September, 1870, the statue was originally located in a /WC Mcnclosed with an iron picket
fence in the southwest corner of the Square, corresponding to the location of the Washlngton
statue at the other end of the Square. Lincoln is presented in citizen's clothes with a Roman toga
thrown over his shoulders and the Emancipation Proclamation in his hand.” The statue was Y
moved to its present location during th¢ 193 931-1936 re-des1gn the”parmA statue of Marquis de ;}‘;W
Lafayette by Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, sculptW the Statue of Liberty, was dedicated on July
4, 1876. The statue was presented to the City of New York by the French Government as a
reminder of Lafayette's assistance to the colonies during the American Revolution and in
recognition of America's help given the citizens of Paris during the Franco-Prussian War, 1870-
71.% Originally located in the southeast corner of the park, the Lafayette statue was relocated in
the mid-1930's to its present location overlooking Union Square East. The James Fountain,
"Mother and Children," by Karl Adolf Donndorf, was placed near the center of the west side of
the park overlooking Union Square West in 1881.

A more recent addition of commemorative art work is the 1924-26 80-ft. Liberty Pole with its
36-ft diameter base containing an encircling band of exceptionally well detailed bronze bas-
relief figures by sculptor Anthony de Francisci. Integrated into the base is a bronze plaque with
the entire Declaration of Independence and a quote from Thomas Jefferson: "How little do my
countrymen know what precious blessings they are in possession of and which no other people
on earth enjoy."® While the Liberty Pole installation was created primarily to commemorate the

150th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence it also was to honor the Tammany Hall

4 Rex Wassermann, Letter to Gene Norman, May 14, 1985; The New York Daily News, April 26, 1984, quotes
then Assistant Parks Commissioner, Bronson Binger, as saying, "these are the finest statues of any in the city parks.”

3%Union Square Park: Design History.”

® Moses King, King's View of New York - 1896-1915 (New York: Amo Press, 1990), 55.

7 Albert Ulmann, A Landmark History of New York (New York: Appleton-Century Company, 1939), 306.
8 Ibid, 305.

S Ibid, 306.
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leader, Charles Francis Murphy.!® Hence, the flagstaff is often referred to as the Tammany flag
pole.

Since 1882, there have been modifications to the park. The first modification came in 1, 1915 with

the construction of the BMT subway station and its maze of passageways, necessitating the

raising of the ground level within the park.!’ A 1915 photograph of the Square shows a sign_ JEE@
s

e

marked "Subway Express Station," located at the northwest comer of the park.' Inm S
after many years of neglect, the park got a new look. The ground leve EL@;%E%@IAW@S raised

seyeral feet above the street in order to allow for the construction of an underground Goncourse
conﬁ?&ﬁlgjvanﬁus“ subway | lines below. At the north end a colormaded bandstand was located at

‘the same same site where the 1872 pavﬂmn had been located The bandstand was placed over]ookmg

Wm;ctm 15§chﬁmdad4’“’ Today, the bandstand | looks out over that same plaza whlch serves as a
greenmarket on Wednesdays and Saturdays where regional farmers and food producers sell their
products.’* In the 1930's the Washington and Lincoln statues were moved into the park and the
Lafayette statue was relocated. From 1987 to 1993 in response to public demands to clean up and
revitalize the area the New York City Parks Department cleaned and restored the statiies one at a
time and completed a general overall rehabilitation of the park. The New York City Department
of Transportation restored the public plaza at the north end of the park. The park is now well

maintained and heavily used by the people of New York.

Within the park are the following pieces of monumental sculpture, previously mentioned, which
contribute to the National Historic Landmark listing:

Equestrian Statue of George Washington, 1856, by Henry Kirke Brown and John Qumcy Adams
Ward, with base by Richard Upjohn.

Abraham Lincoln, 1870, by Henry Kirke Brown.
Marquis de Lafayette, 1876, by Frederic Auguste Bartholdi.
The James Fountain (Mother and Children), 1881, by Karl Adolf Donndorf.

The streets around Union Square and the park itself are counted as one contributing site.

1% Federal Writers' Project, New York City Guide, 202.

"Norval White, Elliott Willensky, A4 Guide to New York City (New York: Collier Books, 1978), 113.
2 King, King's View of New York, 55.

1 Federal Writers' Project, New York City Guide, 202.

1 Richard 5. Wurman, NVC 4ccess (New York: Access Press, 1991), 108.
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The noncontributing resources include:

Liberty Pole, constructed 1924-26, noncontributing object.

War Memorial, dedicated in 1934 honoring World War I dead, the work of sculptor Hunt
Diedrich (1884-1953); located in the traffic island to the southeast of Union Square but still
within the nominated boundaries, noncontributing object. There are plans to move the memorial
to the grounds of the Veterans Administration Hospital on East 23rd Street and 1st Avenue.

Union Square Pavilion, a limestone Italian Palladian structure with terra cotta tiles, built in 1932
by the Parks Department, replacing several earlier structures on the same site.

Two Subway Kiosks, construction dates have not been determined, both are noncontributing
structures. The other stairway entrances to the Subway are no longer functioning and are not
individually counted.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
Nationally: X_ Statewide:  Locally:

Applicable National
Register Criteria: AX B__C_D__
Criteria Considerations
(Exceptions): A B _C D _E_F G __
NHL Criteria: 1
NHL Theme(s): V. Developing the American Economy
5. Labor Organizations and Protests
Areas of Significance: Social History
TN

Period(s) of Significance: Qg_gsgi}
Significant Dates: 1882, 1894
Significant Person(s): N/A
Cultural Affiliation: N/A
Architect/Builder: Sculptors: Bartholdi, Frederic Auguste

Brown, Henry Kirke

Diedrich, Hunt

Donndorf, Karl Adolf

Ward, John Quincy Adams
NHL Comparative Categories: XXXI. Social and Humanitarian Movements

H. Labor Organizations
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of
Significance Noted Above.

SUMMARY

Union Square, located in lower mid-town Manhattan, New York, New York, is nationally
significant for the role it has played in the history of labor in this country. While it has been the
focal point for well over a century for parades, mass s gatherings, soap-box orations ggabor \é’%
demonstrations of a wide range of the ﬁ}u”rosop}ucal/pohtlcal spectrum, it is for the role it played =

in the ﬁrgL W% on September 5, 1882 and for the next twelve years in the 7
achievement of one of labor's major objectives, the passage of national legislation setting aside
one day a year to recognize the contributions/achievements of labor that Union Square is being
considered nationally significant under the theme of Labor History in America. As Jonathan
Grossman, the former historian for the U.S. Department of Labor, has said: "A good case can be
made that the American Labor Day holiday grew out of the parade and picnic of the Central
Labor Union of New York City on September 5, 1882."!

HISTORY

There has been general agreement among labor historians that the first Labor Day parade
occurred in New York City on September 5, 1882. Some people, however, have made the
argument that there were earlier parades, picnics, and demonstrations of a wide assortment
supporting a multitude of labor interests, such as shorter hours, higher wages and better working
conditions, therefore, the grand parade up Broadway to Union Square in September 1882 was not
the "first" labor day parade. The case for this parade being the first Labor Day parade, rather
than just a parade involving participation by representatives of labor, is based upon the fact that it
was the first large seale parade including wide representation of labor after the idea of
establishing a holiday that would stand separate and apart as a Labor Day was first presented to
the Central Labor Union of New York City by Peter J. McGuire, in May 1882.2 Thus, McGuire
is credited as being the "author of Labor Day," although not unchallenged.?

organized in 1881, wrote in the union publication, The Carpenter, which he edltf;d in October
1889 regarding the origin of Labor Day: "in the spring of 1882, General Secretary P. J.
McGuire, of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters first originated the observance of a distinct
and a new holiday--with parade and picnic--to be known as 'Labor Day'." Eight years later

McGuire again credited himself with proposing the establishment of Labor Day, naming May 8,

McGuire, General Secretary of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, which he

! Jonathan Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?," Labor History, Vol. 14, No. 4, Fall 1973, p. 616.
Grossman was the historian for the U.S. Department of Labor at the time he wrote the above article.

* B. Kimball Baker, "The First Labor Day Parade,” Worklife, September 1976, p. 25; T. V. Powderly, "Labor
Day: Its History and Significance,” in T. V. Powderly and A. W. Wright, eds., Labor Day Annual, 1893
(Philadelphia: The Labor Annual Publishing Co., 1893). p. 12.

? Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?", p. 612; Mark Erlich, "Peter J. McGuire's Trade Unionism:
Socialism of a Trades Union Kind?%," Labor History, Vol. 24, Spring 1983, p. 165.
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1882, as the specific date of his proposal. By the time of the 1889 article, McGuirc was a
national official in the American Federation of Labor, which he had co-founded with Samuel
Gompers in 1886." Because McGuire was an important member of the union hierarchy,
organized labor tended to support him as "father of Labor Day."® McGuire's grave in Camden,
New Jersey, continues to be a place where union leaders make pilgrimages on Labor Day, in
recognition of McGuire's contributions toward that holiday's coming into existence.

Despite strong evidence supporting the claim for Peter J. McGuire as the "father of Labor Day,"
there 1s almost equally strong claim for Matthew Maguire, a fellow-member of the Knights of
Labor. Maguire was Secretary of a Machinists and Blacksmith local of the Knights of Labor,
which he had organized in Brooklyn in the 1870s, and was one of the organizers and first
Secretary of the Central Labor Union in New York City in 1882. The New York City Socialist
newspaper, The People, in an article written nine years after the parade, maintained that, "The
first great labor parade was arranged by the Central Labor Union through the instrumentality of
its first Secretary, Matthew Maguire." At the time of the article in The People, Matthew Maguire
was becoming involved in politics as a Socialist. In 1894 he was elected to the position of
Alderman in Paterson, New Jersey, on the Socialist ticket, and later was a candidate for Governor
of New Jersey and ran for Vice President of the United States on the Socialist ticket. Both Peter
J. McGuire and Matthew Maguire were active in the Socialist movement, with Peter J. McGuire
co-founding with Adolph Strasser in 1874, the Social Democratic Party of North America.”

While it is not possible to establish that either Peter J. McGuire or Matthew Maguire was
exclusively the "father of Labor Day," it is undisputed that both were active in the Central Labor
Union, which was made up of represcentatives of many local unions, predominantly Knights of
Labor. It was the Central Labor Union that planned and directed the labor festival, which
included a grand parade, followed by a picnic and much exhortation from many speakers.
Althouigh it is clear that both McGuire and Maguire deserve credit for promoting the idea of a
special day, on a recurring basis to recognize labor, Peter McGuire wanted to extend the credit to
the rank and file for, as he said in 1897: "the thought, the conception, yea the very inspiration of
this holiday came from men in the ranks of the working people--men active in uplifting their
fellows, and leading them to better conditions. It came from a little group in New York City, the
Central Labor Union, which had just been formed."

It seerns that both individuals were so intimately connected to the details of the big event, that
they should receive equal credit. As Secretary of the Central Labor Union, Matthew Maguire
had the responsibility of sending special invitations to the festival. One such invitation was

“Gerald N. Grob, "Knights of Labor Versus American Federation of Labor," in David Brody, ed., The American
Labor Movement (New York: Harper & Row, 1971), 30,

*Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?", 613.

bbid,, 615.

"Theodore F. Watts, The First Labor Day Parade (Silver Spring, Maryland: Phoenix Rising, 1983), 6.

!Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?”, 617.
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written on August 21, to T. V. Powderly, Grand Master Workman of the Knights of Labor, who
also happened to be Mayor of Scranton, Pennsylvania. Powderly was invited to "be present at
Union Square, 10 A.M., and review the procession of the Trade and Labor Unions of New York
and vicinity" and to address the workers at Wendel's Elm Park at 92nd Street and 9th Avenue.?
Maguire was secretary of the committee organizing the activities of the day and appeared to be
the individual in charge of getting the parade underway.'® Peter McGuire, on the other hand, was
one of the many labor leaders on the reviewing stand at Union Square, and more important, he
was one of the principal speakers at the picnic. During his speech, McGuire emphasized the
special nature of the occasion and noted that "it was a festival of rejoicing, which he hoped
would be repeated once each year." The festival, McGuire believed "would not be to celebrate a
victory or a bloody battle, but in honor of labor coming into its own.""!

By 1882 Union Square had become a popular meeting place for political and labor related
activities. It had assumed a level of some significance during the Civil War because it was there
that the Union cause was promoted through meetings, reviews, and parades of departing troops
and in the torchlight processions of the pro-Lincoln "Wide Awakes," the Young Republicans of
that day."” Most of the labor demonstrations during the 1870's wete in Tompkins Square Park,
located in the East Village section of Manhattan. It had been in Tompkins Square Park that a
major labor demonstration occurred in January 1874 when 7,000 unemployed workers filled the
park to protest the city's failure to provide any public assistance. What followed was a clash with
club-wielding police. Samuel Gompers, who was caught up in the crowd, reported on what
happened that day:

Shortly afterwards the mounted police charged the crowd on Eighth Street, riding
them down and attacking men, women, and children without discrimination. It
was an orgy of brutality. I was caught in the crowd on the street and barely saved
my head from being cracked by jumping down a cellarway. The attacks of the
police kept up all day long--wherever the police saw a group of poorly dressed
persons standing or moving together .... Mounted police and guards had
repeatedly charged down crowded avenues and streets. To this day I cannot think
of that wild scene without my blood surging in indignation at the brutality of the
police on that day. They justified their policy by the charge that Communism was
rearing its head.”

Three years later, at the height of a nation-wide railway strike, a labor rally was held in
Tompkins Square Park in support of the strikers. There was every expectation that a repeat of

® Watts, The First Labor Day Parade, 32-33.

" Richard P. Hunt, "The First Labor Day," American Heritage, Aug./Sept. 1982, vol. 33, number 5, p. 109.
"' Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?", 620.

'? Federal Writers' Project, New York City Guide, 199.

" Watts. The First Labor Day Parade , 21; Bemard A. Weisberger, lllustrious Americans: Samuel Ggmpgrg (
Morristown, New Jersey: Silver Burdett Company, 1967), 22-23.
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the 1874 police action could occur. The meeting ended without incident, with the New York
Police Department taking credit for having averted a revolution.™

The Labor Day Parade and festival of September 5, 1882, represented a culmination of ten years
of agitation for the 8-hour work day, elimination of repressive tactics of employers, support for
Irish peasants’ struggles against absentee landlords, dealing with massive unemployment caused
by the long and severe economic depression of 1873, and frustration of dealing with police
violence such as occurred at Tompkins Square Park in 1874. Planners for the big event, which
included Robert A Blissert, President of New York City's Central Labor Union, and Matthew
Maguire, wanted it to be "a monster labor festival" in which all workers could take part in a
parade and a picnic that would include the workers' families. Fifty thousand tickets would be
distributed to union men for 25 cents each, with women and children being admitted free."

Income from the sale of tickets was to fund a workingman's weekly paper.

To encourage a large number of workers to participate, the Central Labor Union, at its meeting
on August 6, 1882, adopted a resolution which read: "Be it resolved that the 5th of September
(Tuesday) be prociaiimed a general holiday for the workingmen of this city and all workingmen
be invited to be present."!® A number of the largest manufacturers informed the Central Labor
Union that they would suspend work for the day. The workers would lose a day's pay, however.

One of the principal objectives of the planners of the parade was to demonstrate the solidarity of
labor through the volume of participants and to communicate labor's demands to onlookers at the
parade as well as to a large audience of newspaper readers. In fact, the organizers invited the
press to their planning meetings and counted on the press to respond favorably. The forthcoming
parade and picnic were widely publicized in pro-labor papers such as the Irish World and
American Industrial Liberator, New Yorker Volkszeitung, and New York Truth."”

The goals which the Central Labor Union established for the parade were well enunciated by its
Grand Marshall, William McCabe, in the minutes of the CLU meeting on September 4:

Let us offer to monopolists and their tools of both political parties such a sight as
we will make them think more profoundly than they have ever thought before.
Let us lift the curtain and show them by this demonstration some of the
organizing work that has been going on behind the scenes during the past nine
months.

Every man wheo parades will thereby declare his independence of political parties:
and thus, while adding to the chagrin of the common foe, he will add to the ardor
of friends and inspire the weak with courage.

Y Watts, The First Labor Day Parade, 22-23.
S Ibid, 58.
'S Ibid., 28.

" Ibid.. 34-36.
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We are entering a contest to recover the rights of workingmen and secure
henceforth to the producer the fruits of his industry. Our demonstration tomorrow
is the review before the battle. The greater it is the more thoroughly will the
enemy be disheartened and the easier will our victory come. Let no man shirk, let
none desert, let everyone be where his presence will contribute most to the
common purpose.’®

The Central Labor Union had planned the parade to coincide with the Sixth National Assembly
of the Knights of Labor. The K of L, which had been organized in Philadelphia in 1869, had
removed its oath of secrecy and started to admit women in 1881, would be holding its meeting in
the Union Square area. Seventy-six delegates representing the 42,517 members of the Knights of
Labor would be sharing the reviewing area at Union Square."”” The Grand Master Workman of
the Knights of Labor, Terence V. Powderly, would join Peter J. McGuire and Matthew Maguire,

as well as Robert Blissert on the reviewing stand.

The parade was organized into three divisions. Comprising the First Division were all
organizations from Brooklyn, Jersey City, Newark and adjacent cities, and all city organizations
below Canal Street. Starting point was City Hall. The Second Division consisted of all
organizations east of Broadway, from Canal Street to Harlem. It started from Cooper Institute.
The Third Division was made up of all organizations west of Broadway, from Canal Street north.
Tts point of origin was Washington Square. All divisions would end up on Broadway and
continue up Broadway to East Fourteenth, then up Union Square East to East 17th Street, then
west on East 17th, pass the reviewing stand at the plaza on the north end of Union Square Park
and continue westward to Fifth Avenue. The parade would continue up Fifth Avenue to
Reservoir Park [now Bryant Park], where it would terminate. From therc the participants would
disburse and join their families for the picnic in Wendel's Elm Park at 92nd Street and Ninth
Avenue,

The First Division was to lead off the parade promptly at 10 a.m. from its position near City Hall.
When 10 o'clock arrived only about 40 men had shown up. Spectators suggested to the Grand
Marshall that he give up the idea of parading. But, William McCabe, an officer of the New York
City local of the International Typographical Union, was determined to start on time with the few
that were on hand. Suddenly, Matthew Maguire ran across the lawn, telling McCabe to wait for
the Newark Manufacturing Jewelers Union. As the 500 jewelers turned into Broadway a few
minutes after 10 A.M., they were marching to a band playing "When I First Put This Uniform
On," from Gilbert and Sullivan's musical Parience, which was enjoying success in New York
after its 1881 premiere. Soon a police escort of six police, McCabe, and his aides joined the
march. There was some apprehension on the part of some workers and the reporter for the
Socialist New Yorker Volkszeitung about the presence of police,? because of their memory of the

® Ibid., 33.

¥ Hunt, "The First Labor Day," 111.

A Watts, The First Labor Day Parade, 39-41.

—
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terrible police brutality in the Tompkins Square Park incident in 1874. The planners of the Labor
Day parade were insistent that the workers do nothing to incite the police.

The first workers in the line of parade were the 400 members of the Bricklayers Union No. 6,
wearing white aprons. The first of eight marching bands in the First Division preceded the
jewelers who were marching four abreast, wearing derby hats and dark suits with button-hole
bouquets, and carrying canes resting on their shoulders. Among the favorite groups in the eyes
of the spectators and the press were the carefully drilled members of "Big 6" (Typographical
Union No. 6), 700-strong who marched by with military precision. They were carrying banners,
typical of the hundreds that were carried in the parade with mottoes such as: "Labor Built This
Republic and Labor Shall Rule It;" "Labor Pays all Taxes;" "Labor will be United;" "No Land
Monopoly;" "The Laborer Must Receive and Enjoy the Full Fruits of His Labor;" "The True
Remedy is Organization and the Ballot;" and the "Government Must Issue All Money.” The
banner which got a great deal of attention was the one carried by Matthew Maguire's Brooklyn
union, The Advance Labor Club, another name for a local Knights of Labor organization that
was still maintaining a semi-secret identity. That banner read "Pay No Rent," in support of the
irish who were challenging the unfair rents they were being charged by English landlords. The
obvious promoter of this slogan was the Jrish World and American Industrial Liberator of New
York.Z2 The rear of the First Division was brought up by The Cigarmakers Union, carrying a
banner which read, "Down with the Tenement System.” This system, used by unscrupulous
landlords, exploited immigrant labor by requiring those renting apartments also to have their
families work as cigarmakers.

All of the divisions were presented in a similar manner. Each was comprised of representations
of the workers in all of the trades in the section of the city designated for their respective
division. All divisions would pass by Union Square. Great effort was expended to make the best
showing to the press, the spectators lining the sidewalks, and especially to the dignitaries in the
reviewing stand at Union Square. Some organizations particularly stood out as attention
grabbers. The 1,000-man delegation of German Framers (structural carpenters) was such an
example: "In the front ranks a dozen very tall men with beaver hats, clay pipes clenched in their
teeth, huge axes thrown over their shoulders, and thick aprons hung at their waists." On the side
of the wagon carrying their union officers, dressed in business suits, were slogans (in German)
such as: "Agitate--Educate--Organize;" "Labor Creates All Wealth;" and "Land, the Common
Property of the Whole People.”” Each division had a large number of bricklayers, 3,000 from
several locals, many with their own bands. Approximately 2,000 members of the Pianomakers
Union marched with the Third Division. A man played a piano as the wagon carrying it moved
through the parade route. Several glee clubs and quartet groups entertained the spectators along
the way.

2 1hid., 41.

Z Ibid., 42.

B 1bid., 54. Quoted from New York Sun, September 6, 1882,
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Afier the three divisions merged on Broadway they created quite a visual sensation, resulting in
the spectacle effect the planning committee had desired. As the paraders moved up Broadway
many on-lookers joined the march and thousands of others, "anxious to get a good view of the
first parade in New York of workingmen of all trades united in one organization," filled the
sidewalks, occupied roofs, windows and even the lamp posts.”* One of the things which
distinguished this parade from all previous parades or demonstrations involving workers was the
representation of union members at the broadest level and the unified front it presented. The
number of participants in the parade ranged from 10,000 to 25,000, depending upon the
newspaper reporting. The pro-labor newspapers invariably gave the higher numbers. The New
Yorker Volkszeitung, for example, estimated that up to 25,000 went into Broadway, "in precise
step, singing out the Marseillaise, alternating with the roll of drums and lusty, popular march
tunes."*

Perhaps the most dramatic portrayal of the emerging strength of the labor movement was the
illustration in the Jrish World for September 16. The illustration, entitled "The Awakening Labor
Gulliver," depicted a giant Gulliver breaking the bonds of restraint imposed by hordes of
Lilliputian policemen and capitalistic industrialists. The same issue of the Irish paper contained
an entire page devoted to banner headings like: "THE WAKING GIANT;" "Monster Labor
Parade and Demonstration in New York;" "From 15,000 to 20,000 in Line;" "The Grandest and
Proudest Display Ever Made in the Metropolis." A summary statement praised the success of the
parade and noted the special significance of the parade's being in New York

City :

New York's monster Labor demonstration was a grand and impressive affair and
an unqualified success. Such a demonstration has a broader and deeper
significance in the metropolis than it could have any other point on the continent.
Not that the wrongs of Labor are any more flagrant here than elsewhere, but New
York is cosmopolitan and more thoroughly representative of every shade of
sentiment among the laboring masses than probably any city in the world.*

Frank Leslie's lllustrated Newspaper, in its September 16, 1882 edition, presented the parade as
it moved up Broadway, onto Union Square East and past the reviewing stand at the north end of
Union Square Park, in an extremely well-detailed lithograph. This artistic representation is the
most commonly used graphic depiction of the September 5, 1882, scene at Union Square. The
scene is as it would have appeared from the Everett House, Union Square's most elegant theater-
hotel at the time of the parade. Although the article accompanying the lithograph was brief, it

was complimentary:

The demonstration of the workingmen of New York and adjacent cities on the 5th
instant was in every way creditable to those engaged in it. Some 10,000 men

2 1bid, 51. Quoted from the New York Sun, September 6, 1882
% Ipid, 51. Quoted from New Yorker Volkszeitung, September 6, 18812,

% Ibid, 40; Irish World and American Industrial Liberator, September 16, 1882.
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marched in the procession, and their orderly appearance and sobriety of man won
hearty applause from the spectators who lined the sidewalks. Nearly every
organization carried one or more banners, and many of the mottoes were highly

significant and suggestive.?’

Not all of the newspaper accounts were praiseworthy. The New York Times reporter used words
that conveyed a sense of sarcasm, suggesting that the workers used the parade as an opportunity
to be away from work. "A large number of the working men of this city and neighborhood," he
wrote, "indulged in a parade and picnic yesterday, apparently for the purpose of enjoying a
holiday, and at the same time making an exhibition of numerical strength.” Yet, the writer felt
that the parade did not present so imposing a display as was anticipated. "Ten thousand men
marched through the streets with bands of music," in "an orderly procession and a cheerful
display of working people with leisure enough for a special day's diversion." Neither did the
writer acknowledge that it was the "object of the demonstration to air the grievances or press the
claim of labor." Although there were hundreds of banners which unquestionably announced
labor's concern, the Times writer felt that "their variety and vagueness gave little indication of
any clearly defined purpose animating the ranks of labor." The tone of the article was one that
suggested that the laboring class didn't really understand its place in the scheme of things. The
writer could see no justification in singling out for special attention the person who labors with
hig hands: "Everyone who works with his brain, who applies accumulated capital to industry ... is
just as truly a laboring man as he who toils with his hands." The writer went on to comment on
the "chief impression produced by a labor demonstration” as being "almost invariably that of a
lack of comprehension among those taking part in it of the elements of the problem which they
are continnally trying to solve." The line separating "“what is called the laboring class from the
rest of the working forces of the community," is a shadowy onc, he maintained. "There is just
one solution to this problem for working men," he said. All the working men had to do was to
"bend their energies” toward the promotion of clearer intelligence, better knowledge, and higher
education ... which will inevitably tend toward equalizing rewards for industrial effort."*

N The procession took an hour to pass the reviewing stand. That was an amazing achievement,
considering that speeches were made by Daniel F. Sheehan, John Swinton [New York Sun],
Robert Blissert and Henry Appleton, Terence V. Powderly, and Peter J. McGuire. Present on the
reviewing stand were 76 individuals attending the General Assembly of the Knights of Labor,
reptesenting 14 states and the District of Columbia. Hopefully, the visiting dignitaries would
report back to their local unions what they had witnessed. After all, they were on the reviewing
stand as a direct result of the invitation of the Secretary of the Central Labor Union, Matthew

Maguire.

Powderly wrote in the Labor Day Annual concerning the first Labor Day parade: "A recess was
taken in order to review the great parade at the request of the Central Labor Union, and the
members witnessed the first Labor Day parade." Powderly noted that the term Labor Day came
into being as the result of a comment made by one of the individuals on the reviewing stand.

7 Erank Leslie's Ilustrated Newspaper, September 16, 1882.

2 The New York Times, September 6, 1882.
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Apparently moved with emotion by the impact of the procession as it passed the "Grand Stand at
Union Square, Robert Price, of Lonaconing, Maryland, turned to the General Worthy Foreman of

the Knights of Labor, Richard Griffiths, and said: 'This is Labor Day in eamest, Uncle Dick.

That event was afterwards referred to as Labor Day parade."”

From Union Square the parade continued west on East 17th Street to Fifth Avenue, then to
Reservoir Park at East 42nd Street. The next event, the picnic, took place at Wendel's Elm Park
at Fast 92nd Street and Ninth Avenue. About 25,000 workers and their families enjoyed the
festivities there. Included were four hours of speech-making, which, apparently was welcomed
by the attendees; "applause interrupted the speeches from first to fast."*® Merrymaking, dancing,
and fireworks carried the celebration well into the night. The first Labor Day was truly a "day of
the people."

Interest in setting aside one day during the year to give special recognition to labor did not end
with the first Labor Day parade. In 1883 New York again observed Labor Day by parading on
the first Monday in September. The following year both the Knights and the Organized Trades

(the predecessor of the American Federation of Labor) passed resolutions o make the first
Monday in September a permanent holiday.” Immediate steps were taken to have the New York
Legislature enact legislation creating Labor Day. While New York was the first state to
introduce such legislation, it was Oregon that was first to pass such legislation. That occurred on
February 21, 1887. By May 11, 1887, four other states had enacted legislation making the first
Monday in September the official Labor Day, in the following order: Colorado, March 15, 1887;
New Jersey, April 8, 1887; New York, May 6, 1887; Massachusetts, May 11, 1887. Twenty-
five states had adopted Labor Day legislation by September 1893. All except California,
Louisiana, and Wisconsin had the first Monday in September as the legal holiday for Labor

Day.”

It remained now for the federal government to do something about creating a national holiday
honoring labor. A proposal to do that remained in Congress until 1894. At that time Senator
James Henderson Kyle, Populist from South Dakota, and Representative Amos J. Cummings,
Democrat from New York, introduced bills which were passed by both houses of Congress
without opposition.” Representative Cummings personally carried the bill making Labor Day a
national holiday to the White House for President Grover Cleveland's signature. President
Cleveland signed the bill into law on June 28, 1894, then gave the pen used for the signing to
Representative Cummings, who sent it to Samuel Gompers, President of the American
Federation of Labor. This legislation established the national holiday for workers in the federal

» Powderly, "Labor Day: Its History and Significance,” 12.

1 Watts, The First Labor Day Parade, 59.

3" Baker, "The First Labor Day Parade," 25; Powderly, "Labor Day: Its History and Significance," 12.
2 powderly, "Labor Day: Its History and Significance,” 13-15.

¥ Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?", 622.
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government, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. territories.?* When Wyoming enacted Labor
Day legislation in 1923, all of the states had a special holiday honoring labor.

While it may still be debatable as to whether it was idealistic Matthew Maguire ("faithful old
Mat") or philosophical Peter J. McGuire who was the "father" of Labor Day, it was Peter
McGuire who ably expressed the meaning of Labor Day to him:

No festival of martial glory of warrior's renown is this; no pageant pomp of
warlike conquest, no glory of fratricidal strike attend this day. It is dedicated to
Peace, Civilization and the triumphs of Industry. Itis a demonstration of
fraternity and the harbinger of a better age--a more chivalrous time, when labor
shall be best honored and well rewarded.. . . It was reserved . . . for the American
people, to give birth to Labor Day. In this they honor the toilers of the earth, and
pay homage to those who from rude nature have delved and carved all the comfort
and grandeur we behold.”

e = o

While the grand parade and the picnic of 1882, with much of the attention focused o Union
Square because of the placement of the reviewing stand in the pavilion at the north end of the z |
park, did not in itself create the Labor Day holiday, it was during preparation for the event that &
the idea was first espoused and it was in Union Square that the expression "Labor Day" first took!
hold. Much enthusiasm was generated by the activities of September 5, 1882, and quickly spread.
It was through demonstrations such as the grand parade that the Knights of Labor, through the
Central Labor Union of New York City, hoped to convince state governments and the national
government to set aside one day a year to honor the workingman. A recent historian has stated
that the annual Labor Day holiday survives as perhaps the most permancnt confribution of the
Knights of Labor to the American scene.*® Another scholar has asserted that the Central Labor
Union’s “greatest and most enduring contribution to the promotion of the labor movement
through public spectacle and event . . . came with its establishment of ‘Labor Day’ as the holiday
honoring the nation’s toiler” and cites the events of September 5, 1882 as the catalyst for the
annual celebration.”’

Union Square was brought into the national picture, as far as labor history is concerned, with the
Labor Day parade of September 5, 1882. Later, into the twentieth century, Union Square became
a center for radical activities, "where speechmakers spoke on soapboxes and where protest
marches began."*® It was during the years preceding World War I that the Square assumed

3 The Washington Post, June 29, 1894; Baker, "The First Labor Day Parade,” 26.

3% Grossman, "Who is the Father of Labor Day?", 623. Quoted from P.J. McGuire, "Labor Day, Its Birth and
Significance," The Carpenter, September 1897.

* Weisberger, [llustrious Americans: Samuel Gompers, 131,

¥ Edward Thomas O’Donell, “Henry George and the ‘New Political Forces’: Ethnic Nationalism, Labor
Radicalism and Politics in Gilded Age New York City,” (Ph.D. diss., Columbia University, 1995), 326.

2 paul Goldberger, The City Observed: New York. (New York: Vantage Books, 1979), 91.
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importance as a gathering place for "numerous meetings of Anarchists, Socialists, and "Wobblies'
(members of the Industrial Workers of the World)." Following the financial crisis of October
1929, the Square became the meeting place for the jobless. "On March 6, 1930, the largest
gathering ever held in Union Square occurred: more than thirty-five thousand unemployed
workers and sympathizers crowded around a number of speakers' stands ... This mass meeting
ushered in a new period in the history of labor demonstrations in Union Square."”

Although Union Square today is not as active on the labor scene as in years past, its labor history
makes it clear that it belongs to the working people of New York and the nation.

1 Federal Writers' Project, New York City Guide, 198.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreage of Property: 8.6
UTM References: Zone Easting Northing
18 585250 4509750
Verbal Boundary Description: See attached map.

Beginning on the south side of East 14th Street at the point where it is intersected by University
Place, continuing north along the west side of Union Square West to the north side of East 17th
Street and continuing in an easterly direction to the east side of Park Avenue South, then along
the east side of Union Square East, continuing south to where it joins Fourth Avenue, then
continuing west on the south side of East 14th Street to the point of beginning. The boundary
extends to the outside curbs of the streets mentioned within the prescribed bounds. Thus, the
entire gtreets around the Square are considered as contributing and together with the park are
counted as one site. Included as contributing objects to the National Historic Landmark are the
following works of art located within the park: Equestrian statue of George Washington by
Henry Kirke Brown, Lincoln Statue by Henry Kirke Brown, Lafayette Statue by Frederic
Auguste Bartholdi, and the James Fountain, "Mother and Children," by Karl Adolf Donndorf.

Boundary Justification:

The above boundaries have been arrived at by carefully considering the historic scene as
represented in the lithograph reproduced in Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper; September 16,
1882, and comparing it with the present scene. Of primary consideration was the genefal
character of the Square in 1882 and the degree to which the present environment suggests the
historic character. It is especially important to include the streets surrounding the Square within

the boundary, because it was on the streets that the parade of September 5, 1882 occurred. The

and because they represent the use of the Park as a place to commemorate national figures.
Features within Union Square Park which are noncontributing in the NHL nomination because
they were developed well after the historic period are: the bandstand at the north end of the park,
the subway kiosks and entrances, the Anthony de Francisci commemorative Liberty Pole, and a

World War Il memorial.

|
statues noted above are included within the boundary because they were part of the scene in 1882 ¢ j
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