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CARROLL GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTRODUCTION

The Carroll Gardens Historic District includes the buildings on President
and Carroll Streets between Smith and Hoyt Streets and the western ends of the
two blocks between President and First Streets. It includes over 160 buildings
and covers the equivalent of two very long city blocks.

BOUNDARIES

The District comprises the property bounded by the southern property line
of 353 Smith Street, the southern property lines of 256 through 302 Carroll
Street, the southern property line of 356 Hoyt Street, Hoyt Street, First Street,
the eastern property lines of 361 through 355 Hoyt Street, part of the southern
property line of 353 Hoyt Street, the eastern property lines of 353 through 347
Hoyt Street, Carroll Street, the eastern property lines of 345 through 335 Hoyt
Street, the eastern property line of 356 President Street, President Street,
Hoyt Street, the northern property lines of 355 through 297 President Street,
the northern property line of 315 Smith Street and Smith Street to the southern |
property line of 353 Smith Street. '

TESTIMONY AT THE PUBLIC HEARINGS

On December 13, 1966, (Item No. 3) and on January 31, 1967 (Item No. 3), the
Landmarks Preservation Commission had held public hearings on a proposed Historic
District in the Carroll Gardens neighborhood. The Commission was not able to act
upon all the proposed Historic Districts heard in 1966 and 1967.

On May 26, 1970 the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing
(Item No. 2) on an area which included the arca described above which is now
proposed as an Historic District. The hearing had been duly advertised in !
accordance with the provisions of law. Fourteen persons spoke in favor of the
proposed designation and one individual, from outside the District, opposed it
by letter. The witnesses favoring designation clearly indicate that there is
great support for this Historic District from the property owners and residents
of the proposed Historic District.

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

Carroll Gardens is the new name for the area which, until the mid-1960s, was
considered part of Red Hook. 1Its history goes back to the purchase of a large
tract of land by the Dutch West India Company from the Mohawk Indians in 1636,
later known as Gowanus. During the Revolutionary War, a number of forts were
erected to protect the inhabitants. One such fortification was just west of the
Historic District on Bergen's Hill, between Smith and Court Streets near First
Place.

Early 19th century development was determined by commercial interests in the
Gowanus and Red Hook areas. After 1835, miles of streets were laid out in South
Brooklyn. The names of the streets within the District reflect the early origins
of Carroll Gardens: Charles Carroll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence;
Samiel Smith, a Brooklyn mayor and Charles Hoyt, a local real estate speculator.

Colonel Daniel Richards, a successful merchant, was instrumental in the com-
mercial development of South Brooklyn. He built many warchouses and factories at
the Atlantic Docks, and the Atlantic Basin was enlarged, which increased the pros-
perity of South Brooklyn. Richards also devised a plan to construct the Gowanus
barge canal whose purpose was to serve the industrial area one mile inland. It
was hoped that the canal would also drain a large tract of marshland bordering the
Gowanus Creek and rid the area of disease and fever, thereby enhancing the value
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of the area for further ccrmercial and residentisl development, Richerds' plan
for the construction of the Gowanus Cannl wes officially eprroved by the New
York State Legislature in 1849, llo ¢omstruction took plice, however, until after
1867, wiisn -dredsing £ the Govenus Creck was providel for by an Aét of the State
Legislature, '

Another important citizen who was indirectly influential in the development
of the ares ¢f the Hiatoric District was Henry Plerrepont of Brocklyn Heights.
In 1838 he crganized the corporation which acquired the highest ground in King's
County for the site of Green-Wood Cemetery, New York's first cemetery to have been
lald out as a ropentically landscaped park. With Jecob E. Lersy, & fellow rhilan-
thropist, Pierrepont conceived and implemented a ferry service "'for the better
accomnodation of funerals and passengers to Green-Wood Cemetery." Known as the
Hamilton Avenue Ferry, it began service in 1846 and this added service wes a
great impetus to the development of the entire area and that now occupied by the
Carrcl]l Gordens Histcrie District. Horse cars, superseded in the 1890s by
trolley lines, rrovided the first rapi? transport. They linked the District to
the ferry and to the busy conmercisl center of Manhattan, sc that Brocklyn business
nen in this area could commute t¢ their work and return to their quiet residen-
tial community at the end of the day.

One of the nany amenities of this area is Carroll Park, bounied by Cerroll,
Smith, President and Court Streets. It was laid out ns a private garden in the
late 1840s. The land for the park was secured through an act of the New York
State Legislature in 1850, but was not improved until 1870. The park was nauel
after Charles Carrcll, Marylend signer of the Declaration of Independence, in
honor of the Maryland regiment which defended the "01@ Stone House at Gowanus,"
on Third Street, during the Revolutionary War Battle of Long Island. The develop-
ment of the Historic District in the 1870s spurred by its proxinmity te the park,
since it was only natural that this aree would bacome a highly prizel residential
center. In addition, the draining of the swanpland neer the Gowanus Canal in
the late 1860s stimulated land speculation east of Smith Strest. At the end of
the sixtles, construction beran in the Historic District.

ARCHITECTURAL INTRODUCTION

Carroll Garlens is o quiet reesidential community which retaines much of its
19th century ctrnosphere. As one cnters the District from Smith Street and
leaves it on Hoyt, one is immeliately awsrce of an area which congtitutes a
geparate, sclf-contained entity within the larger fehric of the city. Both
Carroll anl President Strects are dead-enl streets, shut off from the bustle of
the city by Smith Street at the western end anld by Hoyt at the east. The in-
pression 1s that of a protected enclave, an onsis within the city.

The sense of remoteness and the feeling of sunny, airy orenness, not only
on Carroll and President Strects but alsc on Smith Street, due to its location
opposite Carroll Park, ie the result of the foresishted, wil-19th century plan-
ning of Richard Butts, a surveyor. In his nap of 1846 for the creation of a
series of Places from First through Fourth Streets, he provided blocks of unusual
depth, resulting in lots with houses set bock behind front yards 33.5 feet deep.
This pattern, modified to yoards ranging from 25 to 39 feet in lepth, was followed
for the streets between Smith an2 Hoyt: Union, President, Carroll and Second.
President and Carroll Streets, within the Historie District, hesr witness to the
success of Butts' plan, and are a fine cxpression of rational urben planning. The
tree-lined streets, with long rows of low two-and three-story houses, set hack
uniformly behind carefully tended gerldens, exhibit, to a dcegree unusual in an
urban environnent, an awarensss of the values of open syace, & remarkeble degree
of architectural unity and a quiet Adisnity.

Developuent of the Historic District began in the late 1860s, when the con-
struction of rows of two-and three-story brownstones began, and was completed
by the early 1880s. This short span of time gives the District an architectural
coherence it would probably not otherwise have had. The builders carefully
accommodatel the houses to the slope of the streets, with gradual adjustments
in the height of stoops and roof cornice lines. On Smith Street, stores at

-
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street level, with living quarters above, provided the area with the shops and
services it required. The houses were bullt to accommodat. prosperous nerchants
and those of more modest means. It was, and still is tolay, a representative,
solidly middle cless comrmunity. Architecturally the buildings serve as reminders
of the high standards of builders of = century age. Using brownstone facing
shipped by darge from quarriees in New Jersey and Connecticut, and choosing from
& wide variety of ornamental elenients manufactured in smell local factories, the
builders arranged them in various corbinations to offer house buyers distinctive
designs. The buildings illustrate a number of the popular styles of the later
19th century: late Italianate, French neo-Grec and even Victorian Gothic in the
only church and former parsonage within the District.

Two nelghborhood builder-developers, in association with others, were partic-
ularly prominent in the develomnent of Cerll Gerdens. - % .

The first was William J. Bedell, whose activity within the District began
in 1870 on Smith Street and et the northwest end of President Street. At that
tine, he was listed in the Brooklyn Directory as a builder at Court Street,
corner Joralemon, in Brooklyn Heights, and lived at 377 Depraw Street. In the
nid-18708, he moved his business to 327 Smith Strect, within the Carroll Gardens

Historic District, and lived in Morristown, New Jersey. In 1877/78, the last year

he was listed in the directories, he was at 337 Smith Street. Other members of
the Bedell family contimued their activity within the District through 1883 or

1884, after William had moved to Morristown, New Jersey. The Bedells often worked

in nssociation with Elwerd P, Crane, & neighborhood meson and builder, vhose
business and home was nearby on Sackett Street until 1880, when he moved his
reslidence to First Street, Just outaide of the Historic District. Theodlore
Pearson, carpenter-architect, also worked with the Belells., He lived nearby on
Smith Street, ot No. 381 in the early 1870s and by 1880, at 291 Smith Street.

John Layton, the second builder and real estate developer, was also important
in the development of Carroll Gardens. He began building in the late 1870s and
appears to have worked closely with the Bedells. His real estate office, from
1877 on, was at the same address as Bedell's at 337 Smith Street.

Thus, in addition to the short span of time Auring which the develorment of
Carroll Gardens took place, there appears to have been a spnirit of cooreration
among the various builders, resulting in an architecturally unified approach to
the building of a neighborhood. It is evident that careful attention was always
riven to creating a Adesipn which would be in hoarmony with earlier adjacent
builiings, The street, in ite totelity, hecomes much rmore than the sun of its
parts.

While e few of the buildings have been altercd by the replacement of roof
cornices by nasonry parapets, the smooth-stuccoing of the orisinal decorative
detail and the refacing of housce fronts, the general charncter of the houses in
the Carroll Gardens Historie District remains remarkahly homogeneous.

CARROLL STREET Between Smith & Hoyt Streets

Almost all the row houses along this wide street were built by Willlam J.
Bedell, or by Bedell in association with the meighborhood nmason Edward P. Crane,
between 1871 and 187Th. Construction began at the Smith Street end of the street
in 1871-72 with Nos. 256-260 and continued throuch 18T, when the long row of
houses on the north side was erecteld. The church ani former parish house, at
the eest end of the strect on the north side, were built in 1873 and 1878 respec-
tively, while the five adjoining two-story houses at Wos, 301-309 were probably
built in the late seventies,

SOUTH SIDE (Nos. 256-306)
Nos. 256-268. This row of seven three-story brownstones was constructe:dl
by Willian J. Bedell on land he purchased from the New Haven County National

Bank in August 1871. Nos. 256-264 were built in 1871-72 and Nos. 266-268 were
completed in 1873. The seven facades were originelly almost identical in design.

-3
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CARROLL STREET Between Smith & Hoyt Streets

The "eyebrow” lintels over the windows and door of No. 260 are also found at

No. 268. These two houses differ, however, in certain decorative features.
Diamond~shaped panels are set in the wall below the parlor floor windows at

No. 260. There, the pronounced "eyecbrow" lintnl over the doorway is cerried

on small brackets, while that of No. 268 is supported by elegant foliate brackets.
The handsome paneled double doors of No. 268 further enhance the distinctive
quality of this prototype house, which retains its original, bracketed roof
cornice.

Nos. 270-284., These eight brownstones also were developed by Bedell in
1873, in association with the neighborhood mason Edward P. Crane. In their
general design they rescmble his high stoop three-story houses on the north
side of the street at Nos. 269-203. Nos. 282 and 28k best exemplify this type
but are differentiated from one another by distinctive features. The original
character of most of the houses in this row is most clearly seen st No, 282.
Beveled panels are set in the plane of the wall just below the parlor floor
windows. The upper floor windows have simple lintels and sills set on small
corbels. The recessed doorway is flanked by handsome grooved pillasters which
are terminated by brackets supporting a trisngular pediment. The original
appearance of the doors probably rescmbled those at No. 2Th, which retains its
19th century hardvare in its left-hand leaf. Beveral unusual features distin-
guish No. 284, Above the rusticated basement, the perlor floor windowsills are
set on elongated corbels. All the windows are enframed by strongly accentuated
moldings. The segmental-arch motif of the basement windows recurs at the im-
pressive pediment crowning the doorway with central keystone. The facade is
crowned by a bracketed wood roof cornice which appears on meny of the other
houses in this row.

Nos. 286-306, BSmaller in scale than the preceding row, these thirteen two-
story houses were also built in 1872-73. The land was sold by William J.
Bedell in July 1872 to William B. Sheldon end Edward P. Crane, the mason who
undoubtedly built these housss. Approached by high atoops, many of the doorways
are surnounted by triangular pediments supported by brackets., In some cases,
beveled ponels separate the rusticoted basements from the parlor floor windows ,
ae may be seen in its original form ot No. 300. The window lintels at some of
the houses still retain their ceap moldings. The row is unified both hy the
handsome yord railings with cast--iron finisls and a number of bracketed roof
cornices,

NORTH SIDE {Nos. 255 -.309)

Nos. 255-267. These seven three-story brownstone houses, separated from
the house at the Smith Street corner by a two-car garage, hnve deerp yards
enclosed by wrought iron railings of the same general design. Low stcops lead
to recessed doorways which are gracefully crowned by segnental arches. The
homogeneity of design in each fecade is created by the use of segmental arches
over all the windows. At Nos, 257 and 265 the windowsills of the top two floors
are carried on cortel blocks. Severzl of these houses of 1872 retein their
metal bracketed roof cornices of identical desien. This and nejghboring rows
were built by William J. Bedell on land purchased from the Phoenix National
Bank of Hartford, Connecticut,

Nos. 269-293. The thirteen brownstone houses in this row, erected by
Bedell in 18Tk, are differentiated from the rreceding row by their bagements
end high stoops, but are related tco it by the recurrence of segmental-arched
doorways. Only No. 277 displays a square~heoded doorwny. Cornice slabs or
segmental arches carried on brackets embellish many of the entrances, and pro-
vide e decorative amccent to these facades, With its rusticated bascment,
handsome doorway =and decorative detall, Nc. 273 shows the influence of the
French neo-Grac style. Projecting from the flat wall surface, the windowsills,
set on corbels, as well as the accentuusted windnw lintels ,animate the facade.
Although the interlaced wrought iron gates are the same as at the yards to the
west, the yard railinges have more widely sraced uprights, with cast-iron finials,

.
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CARROLL STREET Between Smith & Hovt Streets

Nos. 205-299, 1In 1872, the Carroll Park Methcdist Episcopsl Church acquired
this property from William J. Bedell, a nember of the ccngrepation which worshiped
in a store on Smith Street near Carroll before the church was built. It there-
fore seems probable that he was the builder cf the parsonage and the church.

The former rersonage at No. 295, completed hy 1878, has similar proportions
to the adjoining row, but is stylistically related to the Victorian Gothic brick
church next dcor. The recessed doorway of the parsonage has been distinctively
treated. It is flonked by engaged columns with composite capitals which support
the pointed arch above., A decorative incised ponel is set in the arch, and this
same motlf rceurs above the windows. The cornice has been replaced by a mesonry

parapet.

The church (llos, 297-299) was purchased in 1891 by the Norwegian Methodist |
Episcopal Church, reflecting the influx of Nerwegliens into the area, and in, 1949
by the South Brooklyn Christian Asgembly. It is harmonious in scale with the row
houses and serves as a focal point of this residentisl community. The low
Victorian Gothic nointed arch is the dominant design element of the facade and
glves form to the projecting doorwny and side-aisle windows. The central stained
glass window has a tri-partite division dcfined by tracery. Abeve, a louvered
oculus ie centered in the pable which is set off by carved corbel blocks and
crowned by o small bell-cote. Buttresses, cepred ty stone pinnacles, rise above
the roofline at either side of the facade. The church has a cornerstone dated
"1872", and was completed the following year.

Nos, 301-309, These two .story brownstone houses display many features of
the row houges to the west including rusticated basements, high astoops and
segmental-arched doorways. The double windows of the first floor at each house,
with the exception of Ho. 309, share a common sill and lintel block. Neo-Grec
cornices with brackets and unusually large dentils crown each house., No. 305
has a monserd roof with dormer windows, similar to the mansards on Second Street.
The elaborate cast-iron yard railing at No. 303 is noteworthy and is similar to
those at Nos. 329-355 President Street, which date in the late 1870s. The
Carroll Street row moy well have been built by Bedell after he moved to Morris-
town, New Jersey, but before 1878/79, when his name is dropped from the Brooklyn
Directory.

CARROLL STREET East of Hoyt Street

SOUTH SIDE |

No. 31k, the corner apartment house is described under No. 347 Hoyt Street.

NORTH SIDE

The building at the corner is described under No. 345 Hoyt Street.

FIRST STREET East of Hoyt Street

NORTH SIDE ONLY

The house at the corner is described .udderi'Ne. 361 Hoyt Street.
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EAST SIDE (Nos, 327-345) Between President & Corroll Streets

These two-story rows of brick and brownstcne houses closing the eastern end
of Carroll Street are dominated by two four-story apartment houses at the south-
east corner of Carroll Street. A tnll church spire, outside the Historic District,
dominates the vista to the north.

Nos. 327-333. Buillt for Mary Sheldon, in 1869 ,these two-story brick houses
with high stoops are, with No. 356 President Street arcund the corner, the
earliest in the Historic District. They retain many of their original features.
The curvilinear design of the cast-iron railings at Nos. 327 and 333 is typical
of the period, as mre the handscme arch-paneled double doors. The doorway of
No. 331 has a cornice slab supported by consoly brackets. The windows at ell
stories have simple stone lintels and sills, In addition, the original wrought
iron pgrilles with cast-iron finials have been preserved at the basement windows
of Nos. 329 and 333. A uniform wood roof cornice with carved foliate brackets
crowns each facade, On the President Strect side of No. 327, there is a handsome
wooden bay window at the parler floor, crowned with brackets and dentils support.
ing its cornice. A three-car rarage fills the rear lot.

Nos. 335-337., At the center of the bloek, this pair of slightly higher,
elegant brownstones, erected in 1874 by neighborhood builder Owen Nolem, con-
trasts engagingly with the adjacent brick row houses. The distinctive character
of thesa twn hnwildings i3 best illustreted by No. 337, with its rusticated base-
ment and decorative door and window enframements. The recessed arched doorway
is flanked by paneled nilasters carrying large stone consoles which support a
projecting triangular pediment. Embellishing this faeade, accentuated cornices
cap the segmental-arched lintels of the parlor floor windows, supported on small
corbel blocks. Juat below them, diamond-sha-ed panele enliven the well surface.
The second story window lintels have cap moldings. Unususally closely spaced
brackets, interspersed with square panels, support the wood roof cornices. The
variety of ironwork djaplayed in these two htulldings illuetrates the enthusiasm
for this meterial in the post-Civil War era., DBoth houses retain their delicate
wrought iron yard railinge with cast-iron finials and basement grilles., The bold
forme of the massive cast-iron posts and balustered hand railings enhance the
hish stoors.,

Nos. 339-343. These two-story brick houses of 1873 above high basements are
essentially similar in desien to Nos. 327-333. Crowned by bracketed roof
cornices, they also display simple window enframents at all floor levels. These
facades are distinzuished, however, by the richly carved brackets which support
cornice slebs above the arched doorways. Nc. 343 retains its originsl peneled,
arched double doors, glazed at the top.

No. 345. This corner building of 1883, which until recently had a pround
floor store, is slightly taller than the row tc the north, making an effective
termination. Like its neirhhor, it has handsome foliate brackets at the ro-f
cornice.
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HOYT STREET
EAST SIDE {Nos. 347--361) Between Carroll & First Streets

No. 347. The four-story brick apartment house at the corner of Carroll and
Hoyt Streets was designed by architect Charles Rentz, Jr., for Henry Menken, and
built in 188k, A cast-ircm fluted pilaster may still be seen at the right-hand
side of the sround floor store, The residential upper floors are separated from
the commercial ground floor by s stone bandecurse which also serves as a sill for
the second story windows. All the windows have plain rectangular stone lintels.

A boldly projJected roof ccrnice with grocoved brackets surmounts the building. The
Carroll Street side (No. 314) displays many of these same featurcs, plus & corbeled
molding beneath the second floor windowsills,

No. 349, Architect-builder J. G, Miller constructed this four-story dbrick
apartnent house in 1884k for H. D. Fastman. A low stoop, with its handsome original

wrought iron newel posts, of neo-Grec desiyn, and handrailings, leads to the square-~

headed dcorway. A two-sided bay with a groove at its apex extends the full height
6f the facade and is crutlined at either side by "toothed" brickwork. Stone band.
courses extend acrcss each story, connecting the windows at the sills and serving
a8 impost blocks for the lintels. The strikins profile of the ornste nen-Grec
ruof cornice reflects the planes of the facnde,

Nos. 351-353. These two-story row houses above high basements were desirned
by architect W, J. Morrill and erected in 1878 by their builder-owner, John
Thomas., No. 353 retains mcre of its oripginal features than its neighbor. Here,
unadorned pilasters support a cornice slad and enframe the arched doorway. There
are sepmental-arched windows at each story and a brocketed wood roof eornice of
neo-Grec design.

Bos. 355-361. In 1874, neighborhood architect-builder William Corbett dc-
siined and erected these four neo-Grec row houses. Their criginal character is
well exemplified by No. 357. Two stories in height above a basenent, it is
approached by a hirh stoop leadinn to reccssed, paneled double doors. Above the
semmental-arched doorway, a cornice slab rests on delicately carved brackets. The
treatuent of the windows differs at each story. The sepmental-arched begement
windows have iron grilles. At the parlor floor, the long, narrow square-headed
windows have simple lintels and silis. Beveled panels may still e seen beneath
these windows at No. 355. At the second stery of Nos. 355 and 357, small corbel
blocks suppurt the windowsillas. The bracketed wood roof cornices of both houses
are typlecally neo-Gree.

HOYT STREET Between Union & Second Street

WEST SIDE

(Note that the street numberinr sequence on the north-south blocks is inter-
runted becouse the corner huildings are numberced on the east-west streets and
described in connection with theri.)

The south half of the block between Union & President Streets, which is with-
in the Historic Distriect, is occupied bty the side of No. 355 President Street and
a small sarase at the resr of the lot, Ho. 318,

The north half of the block hetween President & Carroll Btreets ia occcupied
by the side of No. 350 President Street and has a one--story, four-car brick rarage
filling its rear lct, The south half of the tlock is occcupied hy the side of No,
309 Carroll Street, its yard, and two three-story houses at Nes. 346 =nd 348,
Built as & pair, they occupy the rear lots of Nog. 307 and 309 Carroll Street.

No. 346 is a simple brick house which retains much of its orizinal appeerance
including o neo-Grec roof cornice and fine yard railing.

The north half of the block between Carrcll and Second Streets is occupied by
the side at No. 306 Carroll Street, & wide hrick garare and & small house at
356, both lccated on the rear lots of Nos. 30% anl 306 Carroll Street. The two-
story brick house, vwhich has a low stoop and a hracketed sheetmetsl ronf cornice,
was designed as a stable by Stanley S. Covert and Luilt in 1881. The south half
of the Mloeck is outside the Historic District.

-
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PRESIDENT STREET Betwecn Smith & Hoyt Strects

SOUTH SIDE (Nos. 304-350)

The handsome rows of houses on this street were erected between 1870 and
1883 by the builder—developer Bedell fanily and by John Layton. As was the
case on Carroll Street, developnent was begun at the Smith Street end by Willianm
J. Bedell's two houses at MNos. 297 and 299. A fiva-house row by Bedell at Nos.
319-327 went up at the samc time, followed by rows of 1876 and 1883 buildings.
John Layton was respomsible for the development of long rows at Nos. 329-355 and
314324 in 1878 and 1881.

No. 302 is dcseribed under Mo. 325 Snmith Street,

Wos. 304-312. The handsome original appearancc of thie rcw of five resi-
dences, built in 1872 by Willian J. Bedell, is best illustrated by No. 312,
vhich retaino 1wat ~f its original late Itnlianate feoatures. It is separated
fronm the street by gates and a delicote yarl railing featuring cast-iron finials
which recur along the strect. Al ove the rusticated hasement, a stoop leads to
an impressive arched doorway, which 1s surnounted by an arched pediment resting
on elaborately carved follatc brackets. The high, narrow, segmental-arched win-
dows at the rizht retain their original proportions and are crowned by "eyebrow"
moldings sbove the lintels. This notif is nleo repaated above the windows of the
pacond and third stories, where the sills rest on snall corbels. The Jdeep roof
cornice, supported by four brackets, features a row of dentils above the fascia.

Nos. 314-330B. This long row of fifteen browvmstones was erected in the
early 1880s by ncighborhcod builders. The six houses at Nos. 314-324 werc built
in 1881 by John Layton. The two residences at Nos. 326 and 326A were built im
1883 1y Charles Lelell in sasociation with the carpenter—-architect Theodore
Pearaon, who also workaed for Chester Bodell at Wos. 326B thrnugh 330B, 2 soven~
house row built in 1883. L

These three-story houses are approached by high stoops and in some cases the
rustication at the bascncnts has been retained. In keeping with their later date,
the buildings show the influence of the French neo-Grec style. The massive cast~
iron newel postas at the stoops ara typical. Like Nos. 304-312, most of the deco~
ration is focused at the arched doorways. There, the wide grooves of the
pllasters is characteristic of the neo-Grec, as is the handsome original double
door at No. 330B. Above then, long, richly carved vertical brackets support
shallow trisngular pediments, well preserved at soeveral of the houses. Further
dignity is given to the facadus Uy the strongly projectinz window lintels and
81lls resting on small corbels 2t the upper floors and lavcer, characteristically
incised brackets at the parler floors. The roof coranices are similar in deasign
to those at Hos. 304-312, Lut are stepped down in height along the row to rcflect
the alope of the strect.

Nos. 332-25). Stretching tc the corner of Hoyt Street 1s a long, low row of
twelve nodest two-story residences, only two windows wide, built in 1381. The
developer and builder was Willian J. Bedell, again in association with Theodore
Pearson and Edward P. Crane. The influence of the French neo-Grec style appears
egain in this row. The Aominant elcment of each facade is the finely detailed
arched doorway which is quite slndlar in design to theose of the adjoining row.

At each house, ghcve the rusticated basement, the wide parlor floor window is en-
framed by a molding as are the second story windows. In accord with the smaller
scale of these houscs, the roof cornice has a delicate degign. Here the roef
cornice has diamond-shaped pancls set between paired brackets, similar to those
on the north side of the strect. The ori~inal pancle? doors remain at Nos. 334,
336-1/2 and 338. Most of the yards are enclosed by thelr handsome original cast-
iron rallinge. which are late Italianste in style.
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PRESINDENT STREET Between Srith & oyt Strects

1IORTH SIDE (llns, 295-355)

Nn. 295 1is the silc entrance of Mo. 323 Smith Streect. It has a projecting
vestibule entrance with foliate brackets supporting the cornice slak. The rear
of the 1ot is anw necuplcl by a one-story cormcercial building,

Yos. 297-295. This palr nf imposing three-story brownstone raesidences was
built by Wllian J. Bedell in 1870, Careful attontion to decorative detail was
siven to thesc facades. At the rusticated basements, the arched winlows have
keystones and crilles with ornate cast—iron finials. Above then, panels support
the sills of tho narlor flonr windews. The cornice slabs abtove the lintels are
carricl on Jdecp brackets which alse support the segrontal-arch pediment over the

arched Jdoorway at each house. The projecting sills and lintols of the upper story

windows roest upon snirll corbel blocks. The roof cornices hav: Jeep folinte
brackets with dianond-shape! pancls hetween. The yard railings are sinilar to
those of their ncighbors. The houses z2re in the process of belng refaced.

o, 301 is not in the city streoct numbering systen.

lio. 303-317. Willian J. Bedell constructed these ten browmstone houses in
1876. MNo. 313 shows most clearly the orizinal character of this rov. Centerad
in the rusticated bascaent, the double segnental-archat window is accented by »
keystone inciscel with the fleur-de-lis lesizm, 2 popular wotif at this pericd,
The long louble windows at the parlor fleor aroe aligned with thnse below, and
scparated fron then Ly nancls with a circular n~tif at the center. The parlor
floor windows are proninently cnfraned and crovmed by cornices; the single
windows of the upper stories ar: treated in a sindilar manner with corbel tlocks
heneath the sills, The enfraaement cf the Jloorway is mee=Grec and the pilasters

cnee resemblel these at Mo, 317. The panelel double lnors are the oripinal, with

rlass sulstituted for the main panels. Somc of the houses retain their original
roof cornices, with diamond-ghaped pancls between the brackets. At a number of
the houses, the original, balusterc! cast-iron handrailinpgs at the stoops and
the yard railings with cast-iron finilals and pates, survive,

YMrg, 319-327. These five dignific? brownstones, anong the earliest in the
District, were amwng the first houses built by William J. Belell in 1370. In
overall desisn, they rccall the heuses at les, 297-292., fnmong the notable dif-
foerences tetween the two ~roups are the usa here ~f a triangular pedinent over
the arche! docrways anl the retention ~f the fine foliate ornament at the parlor
floors and basenonts. The panelel, arched dmauble docrs at Mo, 319, with glass
lights only at the tops, arec the ori~inals. The roof cornices with dianond-
shapcd pancls were the proteatypes for BRelell's later heusces to the west. The
archa! east-iron handrailings < f the stoops and the henavy newcel posts, tonpeld
with talls, remain at twe of these houses, The yard railings scet the pattern
for those to the west.

¥ng. 329-355, John Layton constructed this long row of fourtecen neo-Grec

Lrownstcnes in 1875. An unusunl fcature of these twe-story houses is the
variced window arranacnent. Sone have paired windows and othors have large sin-vle
cnes. In accord with the snalleor seale of these heuses, the Jdeeorative detalls
have been reduced in size. Paire? *rackets distincuish their tynieally neo~Grec

vof cnrnilces. The orisinal nancled Iner, with glass licht at the top an! its
paneled roveals, remains at Mo, 345. The cast-iron staon anl yard railings,
different from their neifhlors, effectively lisplay a crisz-cross pattern get
mill-height 1n their arche! uprights.
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PRESIDENT STREET East cf Hoyt Street

SOUTH SIDE OMLY

No. 356, a tall, handsome, three-story brick house with a high basement
dominates the head of the street. It has a round-arched dorrway with triangular
pedincnt above, anl ite fine oripinal paneled doors. The tall doukrle~hung parlor
floor windowe oxtend to a stome bandeourse separating them from the basement.

The house retains its original, late Italianate cast iron handrailings, newel
posts at the stoop end its yard vailing, A bracketed and pancled roof cormice
crcwns the building, which was erected in 1869. Tognether with the row houses
around the cornar ~n Hoyt Street, thesc are the earliest buildinga in the District.

SMITH STREET

EAST SIDE ONLY (Nos. 315-353) Betwecn Union & Sacond Streets.

These rows of three-story brownstone houscs, built in the early 1870s by
Willian J. Bedell, enjoy an open prospect opposite Carroll Park and a nmodern,
three~atory school, P. §. No. 58, !Nes. 315-323, the five houscs north of
Prosident Street, woers built im 1870 and are anongy the earliest in the District,
The five houses at Nos. 345-353, south of Carroll Street, were erected in
1871~72, whila the lenpg row between President and Carroll Streets was built in
1872-73. -

Although they have shops a2t their ground floors with apartments above, they
arc generally in character with the houses on President and Carrnll Streets. The
buildings cn Smith Street sre basically similar, steppe? down to follow the in-
cline of the atrcet taward the ncerth. A nunbher of the buildings have teen re-
surfaced, but the street still reteins much of ite small-town, 19th century
atnosphere.,

The originnl detni) of these facades 18 hest seen at No. 319, in the block
bhetween Union and President Streets. The shopfront, with its larpe display win-
dows set in wood frames, i1s distinctly ecparated from the rasidential upper rart
of the building by a projecting shectmetal cornice set on console brackets. The
two functions of the building are further sipnaslized at strecet level by the
geparate aide entrance leading to the apartments above. At thesc upper stories,
squara-headed windows with lintels crowned ly cap noldings are set in the brown-
stone facade. The windowsills rest om gnall corbel blocks. The tuilding has a
late Italianate roof cornice resting on foliate console brackets, a recurring
dasign throughout these blockfronts. 1o, 347, in the block hotween Carroll and
Second Streeta, also reteins most of its orioinel features.

The row of tan brownstone houses, between President and Carroll Strects,
was once quite similer to Noa. 319 and 347 on the adjoining !locks. Several
of the houses rctain their originsl dorrs loading to the upper stories; two have
corbel bloeks under their third-story windowsills and all but two still have
their original roof cornices with foliatc brackats and dentils. The luilding at
the southeast corner of Smith and President Streets has heen oxtensively altered.
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FINDINGS ‘"D DESIGMATIONS

On the Lasls of a carcful comsileraticn of the history, the architecturc
and other fcatures of this arca, the Landmarks Prescrvation Cormission finde
that the Corroll Gardens Ristoric NDistrict contains hulldings and other inprove-
nents which have a special charactur and special historical and acsthetic interest
anl value and which represent one or nore pertods or styles of architecture
typical of one or -wre eras in the history of Mew Vork City snd which cause this
area, 1y reason of these factors, to eonstitute a distinct section of the Cicy.

Thc Cormission further finds that, anon~ its important qualities, the Carroll
Gzrdens Ristoric District is = quiot resilential corrwunity develope® between 1869
and 1884, that it retains much of its 19th ceatury atmosphere, that tecause of
its unusual strcet rpattern, the iupression is that of a pnrotecte! enclave, o
separate sclf-containe! entity within the larcer fabric of the area, that the
sunny tree-linel streets, with rows of low-lying houses set unifornly far hack
behind carefully tended pardens, achieve a sensc of space unusual in an urlan cn-
viroment, that the lone rows cf two and three-story houscs nre architecturally
conpatible 28 the result of the cooperation between neighborhoo? huilders and
the short spen of tiie Jurine which they wore crecta?, that these long rows pive
architectural coherance ant dignity to the streetscape, that the architecture is
representative of the popular styles of the period, including the late Italianate,
neo-Grec and Victorian Gothic, that the District was, and still is tcday, a solid
cormunity which, because of its loeation, atnosphore, architecturc and spirit
continues to attract newconcrs to the area.

Accordin~ly, pursuant to the gsrovigions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of Yew York an)! Chanter B-A of the Aduinistrative Ccde »f the City of New
York, tha Landnarks Praservation Cormission designates as on llistorie District
the Carroll Gardens Historice District, Borough »f Arooklyn, containing the
property hounded Ly the southern vroperty linme «f 353 Snuith Strect, the southern
rroperty lines of 256 throurh 302 Carrcll Strcet, the scuthern property linc of
356 oyt Strcet, loyt Strect, First Strcet, the castern preperty lines of 361
through 355 Doyt Straet, part of the scuthern vroperty line of 353 Hoyt Street,
the eastern property lines of 353 throush 347 Hoyt Street, Carroll Strect, the
eastern property lines of 345 through 335 Moyt Street, the eastern property linc
of 356 President Street, President Street, Hoyt Street, the aorthern property
lines of 355 thrcuch 297 Presildent Street, the northern prorerty line of 315
Saith Strcet and Smith Street to the southern pronerty line of 353 Snmith Street.
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