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HAMILTON HEIGHTS WISTORIC DISTRICT,:Bordugh of Manhattan,

BOUNDARIES

The property bounded by the northern property lines of 475 through 453 West
144th Street, the western property lines of 348 through 356 Convent Avenue,
West 145th Street, the eastern property line of ‘351 Convent Avenue, part of
the northern property line of 425 West 144th Street, the northern property
lines of 423 through 413 llest 144th Street, the eastoern property line of

413 Vest 144th Street, Hamilton Terrace, the northern, castern, and part

of the southern property lines -of 51 lamilton Terrace, the eastern property
lines of 49 through 39 lHamilton Terrace, part of the southern property line
of 39 Hamilton Terrace, the eastern property lines of 37 through 33 Hamilton
Terrace, part of the northern, the eastern, and part of the southern property
lines of 31 Hamilton Terrace, the eastern property lines of 29 through

21 ilamilton Terrace, parts of the successive northern and eastern property
lines of 19-13 Hamilton Terrace, the northern property line of 409 lest 141st
Street, St. Nicholas Avenue, lest 14lst Street, the eastern property line of

- 452 UYest 14lst Street, the ecastern property line of 453 lest 140th Street,

Yest 140th Street, the western property line of 475 lYest 140th Street, part
of the southern, and the western property lines of 474 lest 141st Street,
West 14lst Street, the western property line of 475 West 141st Street, part
of the southern, and the western property lines of 476 llest 142nd Street,
West 142nd Street, Convent Avenue, the northern property line of 2837 Convent
Avenue, the western property lines of 4 through 36 Hamilton Terrace, part of
the western property line of 38 Hamilton Terrace, the southern property line
of 311 Convent Avenue, Convent Avenue, West 143rd Street, the western
property line of 475 West 143rd Street, the western property line of 474 Vest
144th Street, "est 144th Street, and the western property line of 475 est
144th Street.

TESTHIONY AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

On October 3, 1974, the Landrmarks Preservation Commission held a
public hearing on the proposed designation of this Historic District
(Item No. 5). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the
provisions of law. Five persons spoke in favor of the proposed designation,
and no one spoke against it. The witnesses favoring designation clearly
indicated that there is great support for this Historic District from the
property owners and the residents of Hamilton Heights., In 1966, the Conm-
mission had held a public hearing on the proposed designation of a Hamilton
Heights District.
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HISTORIC THTRODUCTION

The land on which the Historic District is located was part of the
Comman Land of Narlem and know as Jochem Pietersen's Hills. Jochem Pietersen
Wuyter was a Dane who, in 1639, was aranted a b0 scre farm on the flat lands
at the foot of these hills. Tn the mid-1650s hoth Pietersen and his wife were
killed by Indians vho claimed all of the lands north of 130th Street to Spuyten
Duyvel. The Indian claims were finally settled in 1715 when a snecial tax
wes raised by the freeholders of Yarlem to pay for the land.

During the 18th century, northern Manhattan attracted wealthy merchants
of ¥ew York City vho built countrv seats there hecause of the bheautiful vievs
it offered. The area in the liistoric DNistrict north of 1h2nd Street was
vithin the estate of John Maunsell, a pgeneral in the Pritish Army who
was granted the pronerty sbout 1763 bhecause of the nart he blayed in the
storming of Havana, Cuba., in 1762. “aunsell left this countrv in 1775, osten-
sibly to remort to the Rritish Government on conditions in the *ew Yorl
celonvy. FPut, in his rersonal corresnondance., "‘aunsell states that the
resl reason he left Yew York was to avoid taking ur arms apainst the
Americans , many of vhom were his personal friends. He returned hriefly in
1775 to hring his wife Tlizabeth Stillwell, an American, back to Rritaein,
“iaunsell returned to Yew York in 1784, where he died in 1795.

Muring, the Revolution, a numher of redouhts and hreestworks were built
Just north of the Mistoric District. Three redoubts flanked Amsterdam Avenue
betveen 1L6th and 1loth Streets, and three others flanked Rroadway between
1L5th and 149th Streets. They vere interconnected by a maze of hreastworks
that stretched from the Hudson River to St. VWicholas Avenue just north of
146th Street. The District is located within the area where the Battle of
larlem Heights was fought in 1776. The hattle rapged between 130th and
155th Streets and yroved to be a victory for the Americans. The importance
of the victory lay not so much in its stratepic value, but in the invig-
orating effect that it had on the morale of the American forces who, until
that time, had fared hadly in their encounters with the Rritish.

At the beginnins of the 19th century the area comprised hy the Historic
District beceme mart of the pronerty of Alexander Hamilton, who built his
country seat. The “range. in 1801 near the southeast corner of 143rd
Street and Amsterdam Avenue. He named "The Orange after the ancestral
seat of his arandfather in Scotland, and moved his family there in the swnring
of 1802. The house was moved to its present location in 1880.

Hamilton was born in the West Indies in 1757 . but left the islands in
1772 to further his education. 7Tn 177T4% he entered Columbia. then Ving's
Collere and became noted as an orator and a namphleteer., His strong re
snect for central authorityr limited him to denouncing the excesses of .
Parlianent while affirmin~ his ellegience to the ¥ing, an asrect of hia con-
servative political philosophy which remsined constant throughout his life,
The main thrust of his service during the Revolutionary Var was administra-
tive rather than military. Serving for four vearc ag Vashington's
gecretary he re-organized the Continental Army, Jdrew un a gystem of regu-.
lations for it, and conducted all the corresrondence with Congress.

As a result of a reprimand from Washinston, he resigned in 1781,
lie returned to Wew York, served in Congress in 1782-833 and settled down to
a legal practice in the City, aided . no doubt. by the connections of his
wife Flizabeth the dauzhtér of Philip Schuyler,, a member of one of the most
distinguished New York families. Convinced of the weakness of the
central government set up by the Articles of Confederation, he hegan
agltating to make it stronper. In 1787 . he was elected to the Yew York
Lerislature and was a member of the Gtate's delegation to the Second Con-
stitutional Conventation in Philadelphia. Althoush the constitution that

. vas drafted there fell short of hig desires, he devoted a great deal of energy ‘

to its ratification, servins as co-author with James Yadison and John JTay
of the Federalist Papers, a detailed explanetion of the new constitution
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and its virtues., These efforts pguaranteed him 2 post in the new govern=-
ment . ' ‘

. As the first Secretary of the Treasury, a post to which he was named
by President Washington, he demonstrated the same talents that had marked
his tenure as Washington's secretary. He convinced Congress to assume the
entire war debt, to impose severe taxes in order to cover it, and to estab-
lish the first Bunk of the United States, His attempts to influence the
foreign policy, however, brought him into conflict with Thomas Jefferson,
then Secretary of State., In 1795, financial pressures caused Hamilton to re-
sign from the Cabinet., His service a&s Inspector General of the Army in 1798
1800 was his last public office.

Although out of public office, Hamilton contimued to try to influence
policy through his personal contacts in the Cabinet of President Adams, and
this led to a falling out between the two, In 1801, after the deadlocked
election of the previous year, he overcame his dislike of Jefferson and sup~-
ported him over Aaron Burr, whom he considered ambitious and ruthless. In
1804, Hamilton involved himself in politics one final time, vigorously and
successfully opposing Burr's candidacy for governor of New York. The long
history of animosity between the two men culminated in some statements at-
tributed to Hamilton by Dr. Charles Cooper which Burr considered 1ibalous;
Burr demanded satisfaction, and a duel was fought on July 11, 1804, in
Weehawken, New Jersey, Hamilton wus shot in the duel and died the next
day. He is buried in Trinity Church Graveyard.

Hamilton's life at "The Grange" encompassed the least political peériod
of his 1ife, Jefferson was President, and Hamilton had no influence in the
Cabinet. He once again retired to his private law practice, enjoying what he
called the "life of a common citizen and good. paterfamilias." He left his
wife und seven children, to whom he had written in 1803, the year before he
died, "You see that I do not forget the Grange...nor anyone who inhabits it."

The District remained largely rural until 1879, when Upper Manhattan be-
gan to develop as an urban area, as a result of the extension of rapid tran-
sit north of 125th Street along iiight avenue. The "Great West Side Move-
ment" is generally considered to have begun in 1879, but in 1880 the devel-
opment of the lest Side was still largely restricted to individusl entre-
preneurs. Slowly, however, in the early 1880s speculative builders were
attracted to the West Side. The demand for residential dwellings there had
burgeoned as a result of the overflow from the East Side, where land values
had increased spectacularly. Two large sales of former estates, known as the
Carmsn sale and the Jumel sale, also speeded the opening of the area to de~
velopment, All of the row houses, and low-rise apartment houses within the
District were built within a twenty-year period between 1886 and 1906, as a
prime residential neighborhood.  Following the completion of the College of

the City of New York in 1907, many staff members and professors resided in the
Historie District.

The evolution of Black Harlem began after the building boom in Harlem
and upper Hanhattan came to & halt in 1907, when a financial panic left many
newly constructed residences vacant. FPhillip A. Payton, a realtor with
offices on West 133rd Street, persuaded many owners to sell or rent their
vacant properties to Black families who were living in Manhattan's Vest 50s,
a sectlon of Hell's Kitchen known as San Juan Hill., Demographic changes in
Harlem were speeded by liorld War I when many Blacks from the South and from
the West Indies migrated north looking for industrial jobs. This migration
continued after the war due to economic opportunities in the North, Another
important influence in the movement of Black families from other areas of the
City into Harlem was St, Philip's P. E. Church, The church, which had moved

to West 134th Street in 1911, bought property in the area and rented it to
Black families. :

Affluent Black families began moving into the Historic District and the
surrounding area in the early 1930s, during the Depression. Many of these
first families to move into the District still live in Hamilton Heights.
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The pride of the residents in their District is expressed not only in
the generally excellent maintenance of the individual houses, but in the

- streets as well, A Mollie Parnis Award was granted this year in recog-

nition of the work of beautification along Convent Avenue, an activity
which is now being extended to Hamilton Terrace, The Block Associations
have been instrumental in promoting a sense of community pride and unity
of action throughout the District.

The Hamilton Heights Historic District continues to have a wide appeal
as a fine residential neighborhood and counts among its citizens many
people who are active in the politieal, legal, medical and artistic life
of the City, -
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ARCHITECTURAL INTRODUCTION

- Hamilton Heights is a quiet residential community of outstanding
architectural quality which retains nuch of its late 19th and carly 20th
century atnosphere. As one entors the District on Convent Avenue at
140th Strect after passing throuch the gateway of the City College campus,
one is immediately aware of -an area which constitutes a scparate, self-
contained entity within the larger fabric of the City. Convent Avenue,
which is the spine of the District, was originally a dead-end street ter-
minatin: at 145th Street. llamilton Tcrrace to the east of Convent Avenue,
is still  d.ns-undstreet, terninating at St. Hicholas Park at its south end
and at 144th Street at the north. In addztzon, the eastern end of 144th
Street teriiinates at Hatilton Terrace. Thus, the unusual street pattern
creates an inmpression of a protected enclave--an oasis within the City.

Until the eariy 1is0s, the aréa that was comprised by the tlistoric
District was a quiet, rural retreat which was almost completely undeveloped.
Wawilton Granze still stood at its orizinal locatinn, batween Amsterdan
and Convent Avenues, on the south side of '143rd Strect. The Colored
Orphan Asylun occupied nmost of the block between 143rd and 144th Streets
bounded by the present llamilton Place and Troadway. To the south of the
iistoric District, the Convent of the Sacred eart--which pave its name to
Convent Avenue--still occupnied a larre tract in 1873, then bounded rouchly
by the present 126th and 137th Streets on the south and north and by
St. ilicholas Terrace and Convent Avenue on the cast and west, part of which
is now the site of the South Campus of City College.

ilarilton Heipghts today is still an exclusively residential neighbor-
hood. 1Its pleasant tree-shaded avenucs are lined with row upon row of
three- and four-story houses, Sor the most part set behind raised stone
terraces which separate the front yards from the street. The few apartment
houses within the boundaries of the !istoric District are in scale with the
row houses. In some cases, opposite sides of the same street were planned
by the sanme architects and/or developers, contributing to the unusually
harmonious quality and special character of this District. The three
churches within the District--3t. Luke's oun Convent Avenue and l4lst
Street, the Convent Avenue Naptist Church at 145th Street, and St. James'
Presbyterian Church on St. liicholas Avenue and 14lst Street--are all
corner buildings and serve not only to delineate its boundaries but add a
picturesque verticality to this generally low-rise¢ District.

The development of the arca was larpely concentrated between 1886 and
1906, with only a few buildings erected at a later date. Construction
bepan near the northern end of the District, when row houses were built
along the north side of 144th Strect, between Convent Avenue and Ansterdan
Avenue and along the west side of Convent Avenue between 1441°. and i-45t"
Streets. This was no doubt influenced by the easy access to public
transportation; the L1 station was at 145th Street and Eishth Avenue,
The last of the early houses in the District were built in 1905-06 on
the north side of 140th Street between Convent and Amsterdar Avenues, with
only a very few buildings erected at a later date.

To surmarize the actual physical develomient of the District and the
architectural styles of the twenty years between 1886 and 1906, the con-
tributions of = several architects--notably Willian E. Jowbray, Adolph tloak,
"illian Strdm, Robert Kelly, lienri Foucheaux, and ileville & Bapge--will be
discussed.

"M 1liam E. Mowbray, an architect wao later designed a splendid rTow
of turn-of-the-century residences in the Riverside-'lest 105th Street
Historic District, was largely responsible for the planning and development
of West l44th Street between Convent and Ansterdam Avemuwes. The open !
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appearance of this street and the handsome rows of houses--set well back
along both sides of the street behind raised terraces which separate ' the
front yards fron the sidewalk--make this ohe of the most architecturally
notable in the District. The overall desifn of these houses was carefully
adapted to conforn to the upward slope of the street from Convent Avenue

to Amsterdam. As a Troup, these residences are the most picturesque in the
District, displaying a variety of building nmaterials, colors, textures, and
roofllnes w-ich adds iumensely to its visual impact. The influenée of Dutch
and Flemish architectural traditions is immediately evident in the gabled
roofs, but the Romanesque, Gothic, and Tudor styles were the predominant
inspiration for the architect.

iowbray's eisht residences at MHos. 453-467 on the north side of the :

street, built between 18686 and 1890, are among the earliest houses in the
District, sharing this distinction with two houses of aun original group of
four, which originally extended from the corner mansion at the intersectiom
of lest 144th Street to Ho. 346 Convent Avenue. These houses are more French
Renaissance in character, deronstrating the versatility of the architects of
this period, who drew upon the most varied orchitectural traditions for
their designs. The develonment -of the entire south side of this section of
144th Street, in contrast to the north side, was financed by William
De Forest, Jr., a silk importer who nlayed an important nart in the .y .1z

srtoal tae tanilton cstate. lie lived in one of a four-house Ronanesque
Revival row of 1887-39 toward Amstercam-Avenue (Hlos. 463-474), designed by
Harvey L. Page. The eirht row houses at Hos. 452-466 were designed by
ifowbray and erected for De Forest in 1390, couplenmenting :lowbray's houses
on the north side of this strcet.

The blockfronts facing each other on Convent Avenue, between 143vd
and 144th Streets, provide another architectural hishlight within this
interesting District. The fifteen-house row on the sust sile--thé lonsast
in the District--was erected between 1887 and . 1890 for Jacol D. lLutler, a
realtor who lived on Convent.Avenue below the District. The architect was
Adolph toak. Again, a variety of styles is represented by these houses,
which include the Flemish, Tudor, and Romanesque Revivals. Attention focuses
immediately upon the diversity of the rooflines silhouetted against the sky,
a factor = which contributes to the picturesque charm of these houses.
The long row is very cleverly planned, with an alternation of materials,
styles and decorative detail. The late Romanesque Revival wmansion at No. 339,
which terminates the row, is without doubt one of the finest examples of
this style in the City. On the west side of the street, the blockfront is
divided into two rows designed in differiny styles, yet harmonizing with
each other. Hos. 320-328, erected in 1890 and desioned by liorace B.
lartwell, are late Romanesque Revival in style. The adJoininﬂ TOW, CcOof-
pr151nn Nos. 330-336, built for William i{, De Forest, Jr., is quite different
in design. Robert Dry, his architect, who used brick.with brownstone to
simulate half-ti burin~,nade the most of the Fnglish modieval and Tudor
traditions to provide a picturesque sroup of houses, terminating in a large
nansion at ido. 336, It complements the splendid turreted Romanesque
Pevival nansion opposite on the east side of the street.

Hamilton Terrace, a long sloping street, nrovides a charming enclave
within the ilistoric District. The vista looking southward is dominated by
the nassive Gothic-style tower of City College rising above the grassy slape
and trce tops of St. MNicholas Park. The street is lined on both sides by
long rows of houses which again display a fascinating variety. Despite this
variety, however, there are certain unifying elerents, including the roof
cornices and the retention of most stoops. The sables and cornices reflect
the rising slopc of the street toward 144th Gtrect. Town houses on the
east side are enframed at each end by low apartment houses, those at the
north being outside the ijistoric District. On the west side, the southern
end is dominated by the hish apse of St. Luke's Church.
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The. row houses on ianilton Terrace were erected in the late 1390s and
generally reflect a later phase in the stylistic development of the period.
The modest three-story brick houses, adjacent to the corner of 1l4lst Street,
were built in 1895 for Alice Davies. They were designed by the architect
Andrew Spence, who had his office on 125th Street, and was involved in The
Mourit Morris Park ilistoric District. These houses on Hanilton Terrace are
good examples of the vernacular architecture of the period. The two long
rows of residences which occupy the remaind:r of the east side, flonked by
apartaent houses, date from 1897-99, Nos. 21-37 and 39-49 were built for
filliam Strum, an architect, and designed in association with the architect
Robert Kelly. The houses are handsome exarples of the popular neo-
Renaissance style of the 1890s and generally were planned with facades al-
ternating between swell- and flush-fronts. The west side of {lamilton :
Terrace is dowinated by a long row of fourteen dirmified residences which
were erected in 1898 for Custavus L. Lawrence, a nroduce nerchant who lived
just west of the liistoric District, and was very active in its development.
His architects were always :leville § Tagrne, whose offices were on 125th
Street. They also designed many houses in the iount iorris Park Historic
District and an apartment house in the Jumel Terrace listoric District.
lHere, on Hamilton Terrace, lleville § Barge combined the picturesque
Ronanesque Revival style with classical, Renaissance and neo-Georgian ' |
elements, Farther up the street is a second long row, at Hos. 40-60,
dating from the same.time, but designed by still another architect who was
active elsewhere in the District--Henri Foucheaux. Foucheaux lived farther
uptown in ifashington Heights and also worked in the Jurel Terrace Historic
District. ilere, the architect varied the facades fron house, to house
using four basic designs. Typical of the eclectic period is the combination
of classical, Renaissance, and even lingering traces of the Romanesque
Revival-styles. The blockfront terminates in a handsome residence crowned
by a French mansard roof which is the end house of an impressive row on
lest 144th Street, between Hamilton Terrace and Convent Avenue. Erected
in 1397 by ienry . Powell, a neighborhood builder, the row was designed
by Neville § Bagpe.

By 1904-06, when the firix of Heville § Dagge desipgned the last rows of
buildings in the tiistoric District--all for Gustavus L. Lawrence--they had
adopted a simplified Beaux-Arts style, as may Le seen at Nos. 453-465 lest
140th Street and at ilos. 452-474 ‘West 141st Street, back to back with then.
Their twelve houses on 141st Street, with red brick facades alternating with .
those of off-white Roman brick or of limestone, offer a lively color scheme '
and a variety of decorative motifs. Across the street, the row of the -
neighborhood architect, John i{auser, of 1906 is quite similar and was no
doubt planned in relation to thet.

These houses, spanning two decades, thus illustrate the chief successive
architectural styles of the tine: the Romanesque Revival, Flemish, Dutch
and occasional “ueen Anne influence, the French and Italian Renaissance
modes and Classical style of the later 1890s, and, finally, the Beaux-Arts,
dominant in the early 20th century.

In addition to its fine residential architecture, the District has
three handsome churches which delineate its boundaries. The earliest,
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, was built in 1852-95 and was originally meant
to replace St. Luke's in Greenwich Villaze. This nagnificent structure,
massive in scale and volume, was desimned by Robert il. Robertson, one of
lHanhattan's leading church architects. lie was an associate of the
distinguished architect illian Appleton Potter, and he also designed
St. iartin’s Church in the Mount Morris Park fiistoric District. St. Luke's, :
entered near the corner of 141st Street and Convent Avenue, is one of the
most impressive Romanesque Revival churches in the City. “

Alnost overshadowed by the church is the small white house at Ho. 287
Convent Avenue--tlamilton Grange. ODuilt in 1801 for Alexander Mamilton, it is
one of the few surviving Federal style country residences in the City, and its
design has been attributed to John iMcComb, Jr., best known as the co-
architect of City iiall., It has been operated as a house ruseun by the
National Park Service since 19656.
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Quite different in style from St. Luke's is the lisht-colored and more
praceful Convent Avenue Baptist Church of 1397-99, It was designed in the
neo-Gothic style by the well-known architectural firm of Lamb & Rich. In
design and massing, it makes the most of its conspicuous corner site at
the intersection of 145th Street and Convent Avenue. It was originally
built for the congregation of the Washington Heights Baptist Church.

The neo-Gothic St. James Presbyterian Church, on the northwest corner
of 1l41st Street and St. Hicholas Avenue, was originally called the Lenox
Presbyterian Church. It was built in 1904 according to the designs.of
Ludlow & Valentine. Viewed from across the street, on St. Hicholas Avenne,
it creates a picturesque image appropriate for the visitor to Hamilten
Heights approaching the District from the east.

‘ Anong the more recent structures in the Historic District are: -the
fornmer Lutheran lospital, now the College View Nursing Home at Ho. 425
Yest 144th Street, built in 1922 and 1930; a fine neo-Federal residence at
No. 51 Hamilton Terrace built in 1909; and an apartment house on the same
- street at Mo. 19 built in 1948-51. An addition to Ho. 340 Convent Avenue,
- once owned by the Little Sisters of the Assumption and now the property

of the Greater Tabernacle Baptist Church, was built as a convent in 1922,

There are also several schools in the iiistoric District which serve .
the commnity. They include the Elizabeth Hayficld Hursery School at
No. 321 Convent Avenue where the Hamilton Grange [lock Association meetings
are held, the itarlem School of the Arts.adjacent to $t. James- Church at
No. 62 Familton Terrace, and the Bantist Lducational Center at No. 354
Convent Avenue.

As one walks through iiamilton Heights, there is hardly a street which
-does not offer a picturesque vista. Set apart from the busy thoroughfares
to the north, east and west, this residential community has a charming
character all its own which has been preserved throughout the years.
Only a very few of the buildings have been altered by the smooth-stuccoing
of the original decorative detail, the refacing of house fronts, the
replacenent of roof cornices by masonry parapets, and of stoops by
basement entrances. The houses in the lamilton Heights Historic District
remain remarkably intact. Designation of the District will strengthen the
community by preventing further loss through a process of reviewing plans
for alteration and new construction. ~Designation is a najor step towards
insuring the protection and enhancement of the quality and character of
the entire neighborhood,
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WEST 140TH STRELT (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

NORTE SIDE OMLY (Nos. 453-475)

This fine row of [eaux-Arts town houses creates a graceful rhythm
along the street by means of its many curved and three-sided, three-story
bays. The first seven houses, Nos, 453-465, were erected in 1905-06 for .
the neighborhood developer Gustavus L. Lawrence in association with the
architects, MWeville § Lapge, a firm responsible for the desipn of many
of the buildings in the District. These houses are quitc similar to the
earlier row at Hos. 467-475. Roth grouns of buildines display brick
facades witl: limestone bases and decorative trin,

ﬂos 453 153-465 are four stories high with English basements and are
more ornate ‘than their westorly neighbors. The doorways are treated in
an elaborate manner, exhibiting finely cdrved Beaux-Arts details such as
cartouches and large scroll brackets. A pattern of alternation is '
. established in this row with facades of red brick and curved fronts,
alternating with those of buff brick, with three-sided bays and elegant
arched pediments at the second story. Many of the original wrought-iron

window grilles at the street level may still be seen., further enhanc1nw
the character of this row.

Hos. 467-475 are ecarlier buildings designed by George Ebert and:

. erected for C, J. Tloomquist in 1901-02. They are only three stories
high with basements, and are approached by high stoops. Small carved
heads, serving as keystones, are placed over the centers of the square-
headed doorways. The most elaborate features of this row are the
foliate-patterncd limestone panels between the first and second stories,
and the swap and wreath designs of the metal roof cornices.

WEST 1415T STREET (Between 5t. Nicholas Avenue and [amilton Te;race)

NORTH] SIDE OMLY (ifos. 409-423)

(No. 409-411. St. James Presbyterian Church is described under

e B g s ek m . g

St. HMicholas Avenue.)

Nos., 413-421. Adjacent to the neo-(othlc St. James Presbyterian
Church is a row of five Romanesque Revival brownstone houses, onnosite
the park, erected in 1892-93 according to the designs of John r. Burne.
In style, the houses are related to St. Luke's Church, across the
strcet. They alternate between two 2nd three windows in width, The
buildings have rusticated hasements and are apnroached by hish stoops:
that of Ho. 421 is L-shaped. The areaways are apprroached between
inverted consoles. The doorways are distinguished by the deep pro-
jections of the crowning cornice slabs, set on foliate brackets. The
second and third stories of these houses project slightly, and the
windows of the third stories are round-arched. The houses which are
three windows wide have engaped celonnettes characteristic of the
Romanesque style flanking the second story windows. The height of the
buildings accords with the steep slope of the street, so that the
dentilied roof cornices are stepped up house by house,
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llamilton !teishts Mistoric Ristrict

YWEET 141ST STREET (Between St. Hicholas Avenue and Hamilton Terracei

Ho. 423.- This corner house of buff brick with its rough- faced stone
basement provides the necessary visual accent to terminate this. bilock, by
counterbalancing the church at the eastern end of the street. ‘ider than
the town houses to the east, it rrojects out beyond them, as the church
does at the bottom of the hill., The house, built in 1795 as the end house
of a row of iamilton Terrace, is- quite simnle in design with decorative
features. provided by varyine patterns of br1ckwork An L-shaned stoon

" which has retained -its oripinal wrought-iron and railing. leads to the,

‘brownstoné ‘enframed doorways. A thrno-sided Full-hc:ght corncr bay Pro-
vides an effective transition to the Ianllton Terrace row, The shect-
metal roof cornice with folinte friezc and closely spaced console brackets
reflects the angled cornez of the house.

HEST 141ST STREET  (Betwecn ilarilton Terrace and ‘Convent Avcnue)

MORTH SIDE NNLY (Wo. 435)

(St. Luke’s Church. which occupics this entire blockfront, is
described under to. 285 Convent Avenue.)

UEST 141ST STREET (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

SOUTH GIDE  (Mos. 452-474)

There is a rerarkable degrec of coherence on both sides of this
street due to the sinilarity of design, building materials and cornice
lines -- although the houses worc desismed by two different architectural
fimns.

Hos, 452-474. This long row of twelve town houses were built for
flustavus L. Lawrence in 1904-05 after the desitns of Meville § Bagse,
They are back-to-back with the houses built for the same owner on the north
side of 141st Street and desioned in a similar Peaux-Arts stylc. The row
is particularly ‘interestinp because of the desisn pattcrns and decorative

variety exhibited by the facades.

Wos. 452-460 alternate fron a red brick, swell-front with lirestone
bands at tne sccoid and fourth stories, to an off-white Roman brick, full-
height, three-sided bay with round arches at the seccond stories and -line-
stone trim. ilany of thc doorways arc clegantly embellished by flanking
rrooved pilasters, cartoucaes, delicate eag-and-dart mouldings and pulvinat-

ed friezes.

jios. 462-464 continue this sare alternating scheme, but here the
facades are totally.of limestone. The alternating rhythn is maintained
to the end of the row. The Roman red brick facades with three-sided
bays arc notable for the richly ornawmented doorways and arched pediments
crowning the sccond story center windows, The doorways are flanked by
elonnated brackets supporting cornice slabs, enframing decorative car-
touches. The houses of buff brick with swell-fronts are more simply
ornamented with limestons spandrel pamels and Fluted bandcourses with
circular motifs at the fourth story. The corbeled roof cornices of all
the red brick houses on this side of the strect arc crowned by paneled
parapets adding variety to this row.

afa
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NEST 141ST STREET (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

NORTH SIDE (Hos. 451-475)

, (lio._451. The corner building is described under 280 Convent
Avenue.) '

Nos. 453-475. These twelve brick town houses, with limestone first
stories, desipned by John Hauser for the Picken Realty Co. and erected
in 1906, are quite similar to those across the strect and were, no doubt,
planned in relation to those houses. This row also shows the influence
of the Beaux-Arts style. [erec, too, there is also an alternating
pattern between three-sided and curved bays and a striking contrast
between stone and red brick. The curved facades arc ornanented at the
fourth story by bands of limestone. Decorative features of the three-
sided facades are of limestone and include foliate panels at the second

story, ornately pedimented centers at third story windows, and splayed

lintels with keystones at the top stories. The doorways echo those
across the street,.and are typical of the Beaux-Arts style with -

their lavish ornament including pilasters, large brackets, friezes and
cartouches. The finely detailed molded enframements exhibit a wide
range of designs. On this side of the strect, all the houses retain
their low stoops with the original ornamented wing-walls. The handsome
facades and the graceful design of the sheet-metal roof cornices create
a pleasing architectural ensemble,

WEST 142ND STREET {Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

SOUTH SIDE OHLY  (Nos. 450-476)

Nos. 452-476. This limestone row was erected in 1899-1900 for
HMiss Della Stevens according to designs in the nco-Romancsque style by
George W. Spitzer. The twelve houses exhibit an intricate alternating
design pattern, in an A-B-C-D scherme, which is repeated three times.
The entrances to the buildings and the roof cornices are grouped in
pairs.

The "A'" and “C” type facades each display an oriel at the second
and third stories. The "AY type oriel, seen at Nos. 452, 460 and 468,
is supported by an unusual, full-width, foliate corbel and is enframed
by slender pilasters terminating in a cornice carried on vertical con-
sole brackets. In contrast, the similar oriel of the ‘C facade., at
Nos. 456, 464 and 472, has pilasters at the second story and columns
at the third, where small lions' heads decorate the cornice which in
this case is supported on horizontal console brackets.

The “B" and ‘D' type houses have flush facades, claborately em-
bellished at the windows with stylized Renaissance ornament. Grooved
pilasters with Ionic capitals separate the second story windows of the
“B" type buildings, which include Mos. 454, 462 and 470, Pluted lintels
crown the side windows, while a foliate panel surmounts the center windows.
At the next story, the windows have ‘eared’ enframements with epg-and-
dart moldinss and are surmounted by foliate keystones flanked by grace-
ful ribbons. They are separatad by unusual fluted panels with fruit,
motifs.
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WEST 142HD STREET (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenuc)

One of the most notable features of the "D' type houses, which
include Hos. 4583, 466, 474 and 476, is the triple window at the second
story. It has an ornate lintel and a cornice on console hrackets, sur-
nounted at the center by a pediment with escutcheon. Inverted console
brackets above the cornice accentuate the brackets beneath them. The
third story windows have 'eared’' enframerents with egg-and-dart moldings.

The raired doorways of these houses are the most striking feature
of the row. They are arched and mammificently ornamented in the Spanish
Penaissance tradition. The blind arches of the first pair have ornamental
escutcheons and their enframements, which rest upon large console brackets,
are surnounted by foliate keystones The second type of arched doorway,
with an .clerant keystone flanked by foliate forms in bas-relief, is car-
mr:e@)qﬁbn pilasters which terminates in stone candelabra.

TR .
“The westernmost house, MNo. 476, now used as a rectory, effectively
tcrwlnﬂtes the row since it projects from the building linc to make the
transition to the corner apartment house on Anmsterdam Avenue., The poly-
ponal front of No. 476 adds an clement of diversity to the row, wh110 re-
taining the detail of the "D tyne.

WEST 143RD STREET (Detween Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

MORTH SIDE ONLY (Hos. 453-475)
(The corner house is described under Mo, 320 Convent Avenue.)

Nos. 453 and 455. These two rourh-faced limestone houses, design-
ed by Paul F. li*gs"fh a late Romanesque Revival style, were built in
1892-93 for D. Duyer. They are an almost identical pair, except
for the fact that Ho. 453 Has a throe-sided, full he1pht bay, and the
bay of Ho. 455 is curved. The doorways are flanked by hrackets which
help te support the shallow corbeled cornice slabs above them. The
wide smooth bandcourses sct between floor levels of the houses con-
trast effectively with the rougher texture of the facades. The metal
roof cornices with fasciz pancls of a wreath design also give these
houses an attractive quality. Adding to the variety of textures arc the
delicate foliate carvings at the first floors and stoops and the horizon-
tal roldings above and below the spandrels.

Nos. 457 and 459.. The next two buildings are also paired, and were
designod by the architects Thom § Tilson for L. P. Beck. They were likewise
vrected in 1892-93, These brownstone houses are transitional in style from
the Romanesque Revival to the new Classicism of the 1890s. The first and
third floor openings are round-arched. The doorways are simply enframed
by rope moldings and capped by carved, foliate keystones, which also
appear above the first story windows. Low panels with wreath and ribbon
desiegns further cnhance these windows. At the second story, a curved
bay with three windows is ornamented by a swag and wreath design, repeated
at the fascia of the shect-metal roof cornice.

Hos. 461 and 463. Nuite similar to their easterly neighbors, and
built at about the same time, these Romanesque Pevival town housps are
of smooth-faced brownstone 1nd are approached by L-shaped stoops. They
arain display the typical round-arxched doorways and third story windows.
The arches of these top story windows are carried upon short enpag red

colunns and are frrouped together under continuous arches with drip molds.
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Hamilton Heights Historic District

MEST 143RD STREET  (Between Convent and Ansterdam Avenues)

Fluted keystones ¢rown each arch. The three arched windows of the second
story curved bay are separated by pilasters with carved capitals. The
simplicity and solidity of these two facades contributes to their charm.

Mos. 465 and 467. Another pair of houses was built in 189S for
Annie E. Ruddell according to the designs of Henry Anderson in nco-
Renaissance style. No. 465 has a three-sided, full-height bay, while
part of the facade of lMo. 467 projects to make the transition to the
building line of the houses to the west. Square-headed paired doorways
are approached by high stoops and are crowned by an entzblature with a
delicately carved frieze supported by console brackets. These two lime-
stone buildings display careful attention to finely incised detail. The
first stories are rusticated with bandcourses featuring geometric forms
above. Nther noteworthy decorative features of these facades are the
diaper-patterned spandrel nanels set below the third story windows and
the ornate swags of the roof corner fascia.

Ngg,w§g91475. The stylistic variety of this row of four town houses,
built for Charies J. Judson according to the designs of Clarence True in
1394-956, lends interest to this side of the street. These buildings have:
limestone first stories, with brick above, except for MNo. 469, which is:
limestone full-height. MNos. 469 and 475 display rough-faced Stone at
ground level. Mo. 469 is differentiated from the others by having a three-
sided bay above the first floor. The keyed window enframements and the
balustrades are reminiscent of French Classical precedent. Three of the
buildings have dormer windows, with triangular pedinents and Gothic
trefoils, set in slate roofs, except No. 475 which has an ornamented stone
gable. Handsome bas-relief panels, swags, and putti form a bandcourse
above the.first story of Mos. 469-473., The houses are entered just above
street level by low L-shaped stoons.

WEST 144TIH! STRELT (Between Mamilton Terrace and Convent Avenue)

SOUTH ZIDE  (Hos. 415-426)

This most impressive row of gray brick town houses, extending onto
Hamilton Terrace, was designed by Reville § Rapre and erected by
Henry theeler Powell in 13897, The influence of the Frency Second -
Empire style is still evident here, despite the late date. Most
characteristic are the steep mansard roofs and the termination of that
row by the two end pavilions at o, 72 Hamilton Terrace and Ho. 426
lest 144th Street--forming a coherent whole in the French tradition.

These Roman brick houses, with rusticated limestone at the first
floors, have handsorely enframed doorways with simple cornice-slabs
carried on console brackets. An ornamented frieze is set between the
cornice-slab and the top of the door. The ornate corbeled windowsills
of the first story windows give the facade a note of luxury. At the
second stories, a foliate bandcourse which extends around the row is
set between the windows and ornamented with a leaf-and-shield pattern.
Inverted volutes connect the bandcourse to all the second story windows
which are enframed by egg-and-dart moldings, repeating those at the
doorways.’  The grcatest display of ornament is concentrated at the third
story of the four center houses. Here, the three round-arched windows
share a common sill and are enframed by enpaned Ionic columns, decorated
above the bases with fanciful ornament. The arched egg-and-dart moldings
are crowned by cartouches in lieu of keystomes.



fanilton jleights iistoric District

VEST 1447 STMEET  (Between lamilton Terrace and fConvent Aveniie)

By far tHo ﬂost strlklnn featurc of this row is its nqnsqrd roof,
set above a cornice carricd on console brackets. The wide archcd dorners
with Jonic pilasters lend emphasis to the end naV1110ns. Thése same
nilasters flank the two dorrmers of the middle bu1101nns and support tri-
anrular pediments. Extendlnn above the mansard roof is a delicaté wrouﬂht-
iron cresting, which contril stes to the ornate character of these houses.

(The large red brick mansion at the western end of this blockfront is
described under io. 339 Convent Avenne.)

MORTH SIDE (Fos, 413-427)

Hos. 413-423. "ne of the most ornate rows in the Historic District
consists of six brick town housces, desipned by T. M. Dunn and erected
by A. H, Powell in 1823. Those residences, with those across the street,
forn 2 handsomc cnclave closed by the north end of [lamilton Terrace.
The profusion of ornament, the delicacy of the window anframements and
the light-colored buildinc materials sive this qroun a varisty and rich-
ness which evoke Venetian fGothic. Ttalian Renaissance,. and French
Renaissance styles of architecture. The houses are constructed of Roman
brick with rusticated first stories sxcent at ilos. 417 and 423, where
broad bands of smooth stoncwork are interspersed by narrow, alternating
rourh-£aced bands,

The first two houses, ;los. 413 and 415, clearly excrplify the French
influence at the third stories. liere,stone balconics are carried on
elaboratc console brackets, set in front of trinle window units. These
windows arc flanked by ornamental nilasters, which suprort pancled en-
tablatures crowned by decorative shields. The building facades are
further embellished by wrenth-and-torch motifs sct between the second
story windows. Thaese houses have rusticated first €loors and doorways
enfrared by enraced colwms ornanented with z diamond pattern And

capned by exceptionally high foliate keystones.

lo. 417 is identical to the westernnost house of this row, MNo. 427.
Here the influence of the Venetian Gothic is nost apparent and con-
tributes to the elegance of these two facades, ‘ledieval Venice is
recalled at the third story in the tripartite wiridow unit. Trofusely
decorated cnzaned columns support three blind ogival arches, crowned
by finials. Shallow halconies of tr2foil cesin commlete the commosition.
The decorat®d ~aee arches above the doorways, reminiscent of the French
Renaissance style of Frangois I. are carried on semi-ensaned columns with
foliate canitals. A flattened version of the ogee motif is repeated at
.the first, sccond and fourth story windows. These two houscs are
crowned by curved cables, with central wheal motifs flanked by colonnettes.

los. 419 ~nd 421 clearly exhibit the influence of the Italian
Renaissance. Tie ornamentnl nilasters flankine the doorways are reneated
at the seccond. story windows, where they form tripartite window units
similar to those at the third stories of Hos. 413 and 415. The bal-
conies at the next story arc also like those at Wos. 413 and 415, vhile
the colusns flankin~ the third story windows are similar to those of
tins, 417 and 423, The fourth story windows are enframed by flat opee
arches crownad at the center by finials. All the houses arc approached
hy low dirnified stoons.

Nos. 425. 432. This dirmnified neo-Federal brick structurc. six
storiss uiah is now known 2s the Tolleyre View Hursine Mowme. The
casternmost section was built in 1921 after the desirns of Rouse &
fioldstone and was oririnally called the Lutheran i‘ospital. The later
rortion of the hospital. “o. 429 (747 Convent Avenue) was desianed vy’
Horman {1, iunt Co. . Inc., and erectad in 1934-31. The building is
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MEST 144TH %REET  (Letween-Marmilton Terrace and Convent Avenuc)

divided vertically into three sections--a base, shaft, and attic--by
strong horizontal elements. The two-story basc, with round-arched win-
dows, is separated from the central shaft by a broad bandcourse of stone
upon which rest the tall siender pilasters which rise to neet the cornice
bencath the attic story. A handsome balustrade crowns the structure.
Anong the neo-Federal features are the use of Flemish bond hrickwork,

the keystones and impost blocks of the first and second €loor windows,
and the small stone panels with swacs. set into the brickwork between

the fourth and fifth floors.

WEST 144710 STREET (Between Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

This street is one of the most architecturally notable 'in the
Historic District and. indeed. in the Dorourh of Manhattan. The open
appearance of this section of the District is larrely due to the thought-
ful planning of Yilliawm I, Mowbray, the architect of mnst of the fine
residences which are set well back along hoth sides of the strect. These
houses have raised stone terraces which senorate the €ront yards from the
sidewalk. In addition, the over-all desisn was carcfully adanted to con-
form with ths upward slone of the street from Convent Avanuc to Amsterdanm.
As a groun, thesc residences arc extraordinarily picturesque, disnlaying a
areat variety of rooflines . huildine materials. colors and textures.

Most retain their stoors and cven their orizinal doors amn! hardware., The
influence of Dutch and Flenmish architectural traditions is irmediately
evident: the "onanesque, Gothic and Twlor styles wora. however, the
nredominant inspiration for the architect.

.

SOUTH SIDE  (sios. 452-474)

Mos. 452-466. The eisht houses in this row were desizned by 'illiam
I, *lowbray and erected in 1894 for "illinan 1, “eForest, JJr.. an owner of
much of the property in the listoric District. The facades exhibit a
rreat deal of variety a2nd narticularly show the influences of the Roman-
esaue and Tudor Revivals. ns well as snme fHothic influence. o, 452 is
Tudor in character with a randov ashlar base and parlor story, and yellow
brick above. "Wweins and keyed window trin enliven the facades, A cor-
beled bandcourse serarates first and second stories ard suprorts the
gable. The handsome triple windows at the sccond and third stories have
heavy nasonty mallions and tryensorn hars.

At Ho. 454 which is n® snooth stonework 2t the first floor and
yellow brick abovz. a Gothic influsnce may be scen in the low mointed
arch of the sccond story trinle window . with sunburst transom panel,
and ih the corbeled nasonry bhalcony. e of the interestine features of
this house is the row oFf small. nointed-arch windows at the fourth story,
beneatk the deerly nrojectins usve of the hirped roof--which has its
Formanesque countermart at o, 464,

The Gothic influence is even more nronounced at lio, 456, All the
onenines in the facade are nointed-arched. with diminutive stone ribs,
and have transom bars. The first floor window has a hondsome wrought-iron
arille. This house is also of bricl, with a smooth-faced first story and
second story oriel. A further medieval note is its crenellated narapet
and slate rocf above, sinilar to that at Ho., 462. The stoon, in contgast
to the house at the cast, is L-shaped.
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WEST 1447TH STREET  (Mletween Convent and Arsterdm Avenues)

rlo. 458 is essentlally sinilar in ﬂc«*v“ to to. 452, with triple
windows at the second an third stories but with a square window in the
pointed ecble. in contrast to the arched one at Mo, 452. ilo. 460 is
rather similar to Mo. 453, cxcent for thie second story vrojecting bay,
carried on stone corbels and the nointed-arch window in the gable.

0. 462, like Mo. 460, is aprroached hy a handsome L-shaped stone
stoop which faces the one at ilo. 460. This brick facads with triple
windows at the upper stories is simply expressed with stone trim.
tlo. 456 and this house, with their cronellated roof parapets, flank the
two pablad liouses between then,

Ho. 464 is a handsome NMonanesaue Poevival housw of yellow brick
with a brownstone rarlor story. lerc, the round-arched theme nrevails,
given rhythnic cohierence by continuous drir nelds. Staired alass transons
apnear at the first and second story windows. At the fourth storv, five
smnll arched windows are seraratad by sguare coluwms., The buildine is
crowned by the decply rrojectine eave of the red tile hinped roof with
oreen copper crestings, suphlying a2 further note of color contrast to this
facade,

The dimnified residence at #o. 466, with its random ashlar first
story and y2llow brick facade above, has a truly Tudor character. The

" tall"windows of the principal floors have stone nullions end two tran-

sor bars scparating tho three tiers of sash. The windows are triple at
the first floor and auadruple at the umner floors, with continuous lintels
which extend the width of the facad:, The nointed rable is pierced by an
unusual stone oculus. The housc has retained its handsorn wide wood
doorway with a2 tripartite transon above. The arsaway is enclosed by a
higzh wroupht-iron fence. .

‘los, 465-474. These four brick, Rowmancsque Revival houses were built
2s a row in 1.87-¢2, before his row to the east. for 'fllian 1.
peForest, Jr., who lived in onc of these residences. Dosicned by the
architect liarvey L. Pare. aach of the four houses lhias its own individual
characteristics. he first two houses, 468 and 470, have recessed naired
entrances with se~smental arches under a cornmon roof, and the windows of
the upner floors are alieoned- howaver, Mo, 468 has a full-height, nolygon-
a2l bay. with open porch a2t the ton. The most interestina fenture of this
house is its sable, which has three windows rrouned in the Palladian man-
ner, and is crowned by a terra-cotta copinr, finial, and ornate shouldered
end blocks. In contrast. a threc-sided dorrer window is set into the
pitchiod roof of Wo. 470. A two-story rectan~ulsr bay, to the richt of
the doorway, rises fror a bold-faced stone arch and base and is crowned
by cast iren crestinss. The massiveness of these bases is further
empihiasized by the "batter , or outward slone of the walls.

Fven areater architectural diversity may be seen at “o. 472, where &
ahﬂ#*-“otal oriel at the second story acts as a base for the ﬂarlanded
naranet of the third story rorch. This porch is recessed Lehind a wide
arch formed by three concentric bands nf hrickwork. The curved corbel at
the base of this oriel cxtends down between the arched oncninsgs of the
first floor. The rable of this house is similar to that of Mo. 474, and
both are crowned by terra-cotta finioals, with hish ornanental end DLlock
rasting on a lion's head above the leader box at Ho. 472, Do, 474 is ap-
proacued by an L-shaped, bold-facced stoon, The orlnlnallty exhibited by
these houses provides this side of the street with a scrics of nleasing
surprises. The two-story rectanmular bay at the loft side. similar in
reversc to that at Yo, 470, terminates in a stone balustrade at the third
floor. This introducss a note of asymmetry to the facade of both houses.
At Yo, 474 this is further emphasized by a small balcony at the second
story which rosts upon an ornate corbel bleck ahove the doorway. An
L-shaped stoop arproaches the entrance in this westernmest housc of the row.
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WEST 144TH STRELCT (Betifeen Convent and Amsterdam Avenues)

NORTIL SIDE (Mos. 449-475)
(ios 449-451 are described under Mos. 340-344 Convent Avenue)

og, 483-467. ‘These eight brick town houses, which show the influence
of the Tudor and Flemish fRevival styles, form onc of the most notablc rows
in  tho ilistoric NDistrict. These housocs, all set back behind stons \
terraces and apprcached by stoons, were ovmed and desigmoed by Yilliam E.
“owbray. the architect of the houses directly across the street, and were
erected in 1886-90. They arc arons the earliest rows in the district.

Mo. 453 reflects the influence nf the Tudor style. since the medieval
half-tirbering technique is here transloted into brick and stone. The
roof onble, érnamented with two pancls bearine the date of' 1367, is carried
on stone brackets. A larrer type of hracket suphorts a cornice over the
three-sided metal bay window at the second story. The first £loor, in con-
trast to the yellow brick asbove, -is constructed of ~ray randon ashlar. The
square-headed oncninss have transoms.

The next buildin~, n. 455, is also Tudor in character and displays the
modern internretation of half-tirbering executed int stone set in the Urick-
work. At the second story, the hands flanking the window are curved. The
arched doorway and wide first story window have wood transorm bars. The
nost striking feature of this house is the tripartite grouping of the unner
story 'windows. At the sccond story the windows have stone transom bars
carried on stone ywllions, while the low third story windows have stone
rullions and project ur into the rooflines. Instead of n stone gable, this
house, which is lower in height than #o. 453, has a hipped roof sct into
the nmain slone of the roof.

The next four houses, Jios. 457-463, are primariiy neg-Flemish in
character as shown by their Lish stepred and curved sables. Ho ST is
tinguished by the unusual bold masonry enfranemncnt of z2n archsd opening of the
first story and hy its elegant second story Palladian window, The stone
quoins and bandcourses set into the dark rod brickwork lend animation to the
facade., The curvilinear rahle rises eracefully out of the third story of
the building and ends -in a spall triancular pedinent with a central blind .
oculus and terrva-cotta swac, . . :

At Ho. 459, the gable is of the more traditional Dutch stenned type,
with a decorated stone nanel set into it. The Palladian window motif is
repeated at the fourth story of the house, while the trinartite nullioned
windows of the two storics below are rore like the Tudor style of Ho. 455.
This house, Ho. 459 ond its noichbor Yo. 461, are constructed of banded
yellow Drick with ashlar fizst flocrs. They are the tallest houses in the
row. and arc thorefore the foca) roint of this aroup. The stenned asable
of ilo. 461 is tonmed by an ornanental arched pediment, and displays handsome
texra-cotta panels azbove the Fourth story windows. A cornice carried on
corbels cxtends across the €facade batwesen the third 2nd fourth stories and
shulters a terra-cotta frieze above the windows.

The neo-Flenish mode is also apparent in the curvilinear nable of Mo,
463. This rad brick nouse is diZ“erentiated from the others in the row by
the very wide arch at the first floor. ewbracing two windows, and the biind
archied window at the third story, ornamented with 2 lion's head terra-cotta
tymoanum.  The three-sided sheet-rmetal bay window at the sccond story adds
to the stylistic diversity of this facade.

The westernmwost two houses in this row are Tudor in style and balance
the two Tudor houscs at the other end of the row. iio. 465 is of dark red
brick, wiile Jo. 467 is constructed of yellow brick, and both have random
ashlar first floors. Stone bands set into the brickwork asain rccall the
half-timbering of medieval Fnaland., The top floor amd gable of lio. 465 arc
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Uapilton !l'eichts iiistorical District

“EST 14470 STREET (Jetween Lonvent nnd Amsterdar Avenues:

HORTI SIDE (lios. 449-475)

s¢t above large foliate brackets surrorting o cornice. Thé second Story,
three-sided sheet-metal bay window is below a rair of stone rarpoyles
beneath this cornice. The gable is pierced by an oculus flanked by curved
stone, bands. Dotk the facades of these houscs are extensively embellished
by deeply projectins window lintels. The third story window unit of

Ho. 467 exhibits handsomely decorated saandrel panels of. terra cotta below
it and a corbeled coprer cornice crowns the ashlar nasonry of the first .
floor.

wos. U0u-478, This row of four brownstone houses,erected in 1896 from
desiens by lleville § bajpee, is comnletely different in style from its
picturesaue neighbor te the east, The style is basically neo-classical, with
certain features which derive from the Romanesque Revival. The massive
character of the row, the rusticated basement, tiie narrow rough-faced band-
ing, and ‘the corving crowniny the niers between the window are Romanesque
 features. Large corbels sunport the full-width, -three-sided bays of the

unper floors. Foliate noldings may be seen at the doorways and parlor

floor windows. Tho bays are ornamented with elecantly carved bandcourses
at the bases and with elaborated smandrel panels beneath the third story
wvindows. Mo, 475 projects fron the row in order to make the transition
fror: the row to the corner apartient house on Amsterdar Avenue. Mandsome
sheet-netal roof cornices with classical swags in the frieze crown these
buildings.
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CONVENT AVENUE

This tiee-lined residential avenue, extending northward from the pateway
of the City College campus, is the spine of this Historic District. It is one
of the most attractive streets in the District, with lonv rows of fine
residences set well back from the street. The east side of the avenue is
defined at each end of the District by a handsome church, a pattern often
followed in the late 19th century, Mamilton Grange, which gave its name to
the Historic District, is located just north of the intersection of Convent
Avenue and llest 141st Street, between structures of a rmuch later date, and
serves as a roninder of the early history of the area.

Convent Avenue was named after the Convent of the Sacred Heart, esta-
blished in 1347 on a large rural tract bounded by the present 126th and
137th Streets on the south and north, and $t. Nicholas Terrace and Convent
Avenue on the east and west, part of which is now the site of the South
Campus of City College.

COMVEMT AVEWUE (Between West 141st and 144th Streets)

EAST SIDE (Wos. 285-329)

No. 285. St. Luke's Episcopal Church, one of the most impressive
Romanesqué Revival churches in the City, was built in 1892-95 dnd designed
by one of iianhattan’s lealing church architects, Robert ii, Robertson. lie
was an associate of the distinzuished architect !illiam Appleton Potter,
and he also designed St. ilartin's Church in the !lount Morris Park Historic
District. St. Luke's, a brownstone church, is massive in scale and volume.
It recalls the work of Henry Hobson Richardson, the leader of the Romanesque
Revival movement in America. The beautifully executed bold-faced stonework,
naking the most of textural contrasts, has flush-faced trim, which is bush-
hamered and tooled.

The principal facade o° this bold structure is nade up of a series of
well-integrated units, One of its striliing features is the curved éntrance
porch. The wide archies of this porch, ermhasized by continuous drip
moldings., rest on columns. Two archel doorways at the rear, one of which
is the main entrance to tiie church, have handsome oak doors. A cornice with
bold corbels extends around the top of the porch and supports its sloping
roof.

The beautifully corposed end wall of the nave, rising above the porch,
is the focal point of the facade. Five narrow slit windows set into tie
zable provide a contrast in scale to the five tall avched windows above the
porcii. These windows, separated by niers with engared colwsns, are given
added enphasis by their crowning drip nolaings.

At tie northeast corner of 141st Street and Convent Avenue, a projectings
section--originally planned to incorporate a tower--features a dJdoorway en-
frared by a series of inset round arches and crowned by a smooth stone cable,
The mosaic in the tysmanui: above the door adds an element of brizht contrast-
ing color to the facade.

A slender nolyronal bell tower rises to the leSt of the nave. Tall
arched openings enhance the top, while wolded brick colonnettes extend the
full hei;ht of the tower at each corner.

The church extends alons the entire bLlockfront of 141st Street between
Convent Avenue and lianilton Torrace. On the l41st Street side the church
has another entrance beyoud tie nrojecting section, approached by an
L-shaped stoop. 1The stained ~lass windows of the nave, which are round-
arched with smooth stone enfrarenents, extend along this side, with triple
clerestory window units above then.,
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CONVENT AVEHUE (Between lYest 141st and 144th Streets)

The wall of the transept is highliphted by a large rose window set below
the gable which is pierced by three small round-arched windows treated as
a single unit. A horizontal band of windows below is separated by piers
with engaged colonnettes, a feature repeated in the low adjoining gabled
section. .

The apse of the church, risiny to a grcat height, dominates Hanilton
Terrace. The monumental scale of the building is most apparent here. The
anpse, set upon a fieldstone base, has wassive walls like those of a military
fortification, so iwpenetrable do they apnear. The unper section of the
apse with snoother variegated brownstone walls, mpierced by tall, narrow,
stained glass arched wzndows nrovides a subtlc contrast to the nore
rupzed character of the base of the apse.

A nabled porch with round arches set on columns distinmuishes the rear
entrance. The porch adjoins a small turret with a doorway at its base
containing a handsone wrousht-iron door. This doorway is approached by a
rugred brownstone stoop.

A fine wrougit-iron fence cncloses the yard at the rear of the church.

tio, 28 ? ilamilton Grange, a two-story franc house, is one of the City's
najor historical treasures. Built in 1201 for Alexander {lamilton, one of
the nation's founding fathers, it was designated a Hew York City Landnark
in 1967 because of its historical end arch1tectura1 significance. It is
one of the few surviving Federal style country residences in the City, and
"its design has been attributed to John “icCorb, Jr., best known as the co-
architect of City linll.

In 1339, ‘The Grange' was moved from a site nearby to its present
location. It served as a chapel for St, Luke's while the church was under
construction and later as a rectory. Cince 1965, it has been operated as
a house nuseun by the Mational Park Service, a division of the United States
Departiient of the Interior, as the ilamilton Grange Notional lemorial., It
is well-known throuchout the land and is on the lational Register of
liistoric Places.

The local corrwnity is justly proud of the fact that iianilton Grange
lies within the llistoric District. The Hanilton lieights llistoric District
derives its nane from this famous house. The Grange serves as a retinder,
within the urban setting, of the original countrified appearance of this
section of the City and of its historical sipgnificance as ilanilton's country
seat.

(os. 239-309, which include three larze apartnent houses, are outside
of the biistoric District.) .

Nos. 311-339, This lonz row of fiftecn picturesque houses, set behind
front yards, aml separated frorm the sidewalk by raised terraces, was
erected between 1887-90 for Jacob D, Butlor, a realtor, from. the designs of
the architect Adolph iioak. A variety of styles are represented by these
houses, which include the Flemish, Tudor, and Romanesque Revival, expressed
in the naterials, colors, and textures employed. Attention focuses im-
nediately upon the diversity of the rooflines, silhouetted against tho
sky--here are trisneunlar and stenned gables and hipped roofs, all having
dormer windows and chimneys. The overall cffoct of these different roof
desions contributes to the charm of this row of residences. These houses
display an interesting combination of brick and stone. The basements.
of brownstone cenerally alternate between snooth-faced ashlar and bold-faced
randow ashlar. Harndisome Nonmanesque Revival type stoops of brownstone
alternate between straight and L-shaped. Excluding the two end residences,
they are laid out in a symnetrlcal A-5 -C-D-L-F~G-F-*-D-C-5-A pattern aronnd
the center “G'* type house, lio, 325




Hamilton Heights Historic District

CONVENT AVENUE (Between Uest 14lst and 144th Streets)

No. 311. This late Romanesque Revival house of brick displays an
interesting half-timbered effect executed in stone. All of the openings
Bre square-headed. A shallow rectangular bay extends through the second
and third stories. The top story windows are separated by brownstone columns
with foliate capitals, creating a loggia effect. The dormer window of
copper is crowned by a large triangular pediment and flanked by a curvilinear
shoulder, all ornamented in bas-relief.

The "A" type house, at Nos. 313 and 337, is basically late Romanesque
Revival, with a Dutch Revival stepped gable. This stepped gable is pierced
by a narrow, arched center window flanked by small square windows treated as
a unit. A restful effect is produced by the wide expanse of brick between
two round-arched windows at the third story. The red brick facade is
animated by the decorative rough-faced brownstone at the first story and
by wide checkerboard bandcourses above and below the second story windows,
An usuval flat-arch double window has 2 tapered colonnette at the mullion.
Romanesque Revival foliate impost blocks accentuate the parlor floor.

The type "B facade, at MNos. 315 and 335, is late Romanesque Revival
in style and displays an effective contrast between its wide, projecting
three-sided bay at the second story, supported on an ornately carved corbel,
and its wide-arched, deeply recessed porch with openwork brick railing.

"The pyramidal gable of slate, with copper edgings, is crowned by a finial

at the apex. A charming feature of this roof is the 'eyebrow” dormer.

The "C'' type facade, at MHos. 317 and 333, Romanesque Revival at the
first floor, is reminiscent of Flemish antecedents above, particularly at
the gable. The first story triple window has arched units with stained
glass above, set beneath a broad three-centered masonry arch. The contrast
of brick and narrow brownstone bands at the second and third stories
enlivens this facade. Flanking the central windows, shallow piers rise
up to support the pediment of the ornate gable flanked by curved haunches
and balls,

Tybe "o, at Nos. 312 and 331, is of brownstone at the first story
with brick above. A two-story rectangular bay is the main feature of the
facade. Supported on foliate corbel blocks, this bay is designed with

~ Stonework at the openings keyed to the brickwork. A lozgia with a brick

openw?rk balcony is supported by Romanesque Revival columns. The pyramidal
roof is similar to that of Type "B" and contrasts effectively with the
loggia. Tt indicates clearly the freedom with which architects of the
period combined different architectural elements.
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COMVENT AVENUE (Between HWest 141st and 144th Streets)

The''stepped gable of the "E type facade, at Nos. 321 and 329,
is similar to that of the A’ type, but the rest of the facade differs
from it. This further illustrates the great variety within this row.
tiere, the brownstone first story is decorated with larze foliate impost
blocks beneath the flat arches of the openings, while the upper stories
are of brick with brownstone trim. It displays Romanesque Revival
ornament. Ho. 321 is now the Elizabeth Mayfield Nursery School.

Type "F'', at Hos. 323 and 327, is a fascinating translation of
Tudor half-timber into brick and stone. The narrow bold-faced stone
coursing interlocks handsomely with the smooth-faced, stepped voussoirs
of ‘the basenent window, "The slender brackets supporting the third
story overhang, a feature repeated under the gable, are similar in
proportion and detail. The gable is pierced by a double window with
a projecting lintel carried on brackets. The simplicity and
straightforward character of this yellow brick facade is a refreshing
element in the row and contributes to the diversity found along this
side of the street.

The "G type, lo. 325, is the central housc of the row. It differs
in design from all the other houses, although it is Romanesque Revival in
style.- It combines a variety of architectural elements. The rectangular
bay. is .curved at the ends and supported by an ornately carved corbel.
Above it is a balcony serving a wide arched window enframed by smooth
stone voussoirs with a )arpe Keystone., The small windows set into the
stenrped zable are ceparated by colonnattes.

Ho. 339, which terminates the blockfront, is an impressive mansion.
A plcturesque full-height corner tower masterfully ends this row of
buildings and provides a welcome architectural feature, once echoed on
both houses across the avenue, frowned by a high conical slate roof,
the tower is capped by an ornate copper cresting and decorated by
carved spandrcl panels beneath the second story windows.
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COVENT AVEMUJE (Getween Yest 141st and 144th Street)

EAST SIDE (Mo. 285-339)

This house, which is of red brick with brownstone trim.is of late
Romanesque Revival desion and is enclosed by a handsome wrought-iron fence.
The entrance, approached by an L-shaped brownstone stoop, is on 1l44th Street.
The doorwav is coupled with a window of equal size, beneath a brownstone
bandcourse-lintel which continues around the house. Three engaged colomnettes
with shared “basket” capitals separate the doorway and window, a wotif which
'is repeated at the two small windows above. To the left of the doorway, a
threc-sided bay extends up three stories and effectively halances the
corner tower. Three banded colurins divide the ton story windows. Above
the bay rises a stepped, Dutch-type gable flanked by carved finials, with
a central arched window. The steep slate .roof has pedimented copper dorner
windows and a high rear chimmey, with its flues expressed in vertical brick-
work above a small round-arched window and a nainted terra-cotta plaque.

A two-story rear extension has small stained glass windows. The first

story windows of the mansion also have stained glass in the transoms

which, in true Romanesque Revival jnanner, are set above stone transom

bars, The grouping of the windows in the tower and bay 2t wce The conjosi-
tion of the building. which is one of the finest examples of its style
survivine in the City.

COVERT AVIIWE (Between Uest 141st and 142nd Streets)

YEST SIDE (Mos. 2360-208)

Although these ten limestone houses, anpproached by exceptionally high _
stoops, were all designed by Uenri Youchaux and erected in 1899-1902 for '
H. and H, Sonn, they are differentiated from onc another by various features
of their facades. The houses are arranged in an A-P—C-D-E-E-D—C-B-A pattern
and are lavishly embellished with Ceaux-Arts style ornamont,

Nos ?80 and 298, tiie 'AY type, are individualized by three-story bays
vhich arc Lrilso :lydecorated with large keystones and scrolled brackets.
“n the 1415t Street side of Mo, 280 (Alumi 'louse) elongated oculi flank
the handsorme doorway, and an elegant arched pediment is expressed on the
second story. The building is crowned by an eleqant cornice, embellished
with lions' heads, carried on nodillions above dentils, and a finely orna--
mented fricze.

The “B" type house, at Nos. 282 and 296, is distincuished by the
stone balcony at the sccond story:, above which is a glazed lorgia with
engaged colunns set between the windows. These two houses, together with
Mos. 286 and 292, display unusual roof cornices featuring panels set
between dropped triglyphs with puttae.

ne of the most ornate facades is type "C¥ at Hos. 234 and 294. The
windows of the first story are arched and a large keystone acts as a
scrolled bracket supporting the base of the aedicule, or central niche,
above. Two Ionic columns flank this niche, which is crowned by a
decorative arched pediment. At the third story, two scts of paired win-
dows are separated by a blind oculus, set against a fluted, paneled back-
ground. The profusion of claborate ornament on these two facades give
them a most luxurious quality, typical of the Beaux-Arts style,

The "D" type facade at MNos. 286 and 292 is plainer in over-all
design. Here the principal feature is the second story curved bay carried
on nassive scrolled brackets. Decorative bandcourses with Greek motifs
embellish the base. A glazed loggia with colurms set between the windows
is the feature at the third story. '
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CONVENT AVENUE (Between West 141st and 142nd Sireets)

" .In the center of this long row is the lavishly ornamented "E' type
faCadc Hos. 283 and 200, The first story windows have promznent key-
stOnes. The second story is the focal point of the facade and is given
speczal emphasis by the center window which is crowned by a triangular
pediment carried on large brackets. These twg buildings are flanked by
high. chinmneys, whose ribs extend down to the corbels set in the walls of
the third story.

No. 298 is entered from the 142nd Street side. It is approached by
an impressive L-shaped stoop ornamented with stone spheres. Foliate cor-
bels support the base of the pilasters carrying an arched pediment at the
second story.

CONVENT AVEMUE {Between 'est 142nd Street and 143rd Streets)
YEST SIDE (MNos. 302-310}

(These two large apartment houses which occupy the blockfront are outside
of the Historic District.)

COHVENT AVEMUE - (Between West 143rd and 144th Streets)

WEST SIDE  (ios. 320-336)

These handsome residences, balancing those across the street, are
extrenély dignified. Built in the early 1890s, they illustrate the individ-
uality: 6€ expression which was so typical of this period. The houses, like
those across the avenue, are set well back from the street.

Nos. 320-328. Boldly dominating the corner of Convent Avenue and
Yest 143rd Street, No. 320 was ‘erected in 1890 after the designs of Horace B.
Hartwell, It is part of a row of five residences on the avenuc built for
Louise Marie Hartwell. This handsome house, which is of limestone at the
first story and yellow brick above, is basically late Romanesque Revival.
The most striking feature is the full-height, curved corner bay with a
conical slate roof, which balunces the tower at the 144th Street end of
this blockfront. The entrance on 143rd Street is set behind a porch
carried on paired columns. To the left, a shallow curved bay with ornate
mullions and leaded glass windows rises two stories. The bay is enframed
by a bead-and-reel molding ond is crowned by a cornice set on console
brackets. The roof dorner windows at the roof arc one of the most notable
features of the house. The one above the shallow bay is capped by a tri-
angular pediment and flanked by curvilinear shoulders, while the<other
dormers are more simply flanked by pilasters with elegant shell motif
finials. The house has tall brick chimneys rising above the roof, once a
feature of the rest of the yow.

Considerable variety nay be noted at Mos. 322-328, which have stone-
faced first stories with brick above. Approached by high straight stone
stoops with handsome carved newel posts, Nos. 322 and 326 arc almost
identical and are late Romanesque Revival. Characteristic of this style
are the rough-faced basement walls, the shape of the openings and the
ornamental carvings. The openings at the parlor floor, with flat brick
arches, are unified by horizontal stone transom bars and are supported by
pilasters with "basket™ capitals. A corbeled sill at each house unifics the
three second story windows which have delicately carved impost blocks. ~The
shouldered brick gable crowning the house is one of its most charming
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CONVENT AVENUE {Between West 143rd and 144th Streets)

features, pierced by a round-arched window with an ornate drip-mold and a

.. corbeled sill. The corbel-type leader boxes, at the base of the steeply

pitched roof, provide a subtle note of interest.

Ne, 324, the center house of the row is of limestone with brick at

-« the second floor only. Here, the influence of the late phase of the
Romanesque Revival is especially apparent in the arched openings of the
parlor floor and in the wide arch of the third story. This arch is en-
framed by smooth voussoirs contrasted with its elaborately carved spandrel
panels and keystone. Directly below it, a shallow rectangular bay displays
a band of similar carved ornament and is supported on nlongated curvilinear
brackets. A double dormer in the steep hipped roof is flanked by pilasters
and crowned by a gracefully curved pediment thh a modified sea-shell motif.

‘Nq,-sza, the last house in this row, has a roof and dormer window
similaf to those of No. 324, but the rest of the house is substantially
different. A curved two-story bay terminates this flush-fronted row and
repeats the curved bay and yellow brick of No. 320. This bay is ornamented
by elegant moldings which tie it to the rest of the facade. Stone pilasters
with carved capitals flank the window directly above the doorway and the
entire bay. The third story hias three widely spaced arched windows; those
at each end are flanked by similar pilasters. Rough-faced basement walls,
wing-walls of the stoop, round-arched windows, and the carved pilaster
capitals are all typically Romanesque Revival features.

Mos. 330-336. This impressive row of Tudor style houses is again
terminated by a picturesque corner tower. These wide brick houses were
built by Robert Dry in 18%0-92 for #William H. De Ferest, Jr. They have

rough-faced basements and their brick facades have stone trim simulating
half-timbering.

No. 330 paired with No. 332, has a full-height rectangular bay,
while in contrast the bay at No. 332 is three-sided. Stain glass transoms
may be seen at the first story windows and doorways, surmounted by drip
moldinrs and enfraned by a rope rolding »t ¥o. 332. Fascinating little
dormey windows of copper are set in the steep slate roofs of both houses.
At No. 332, a cluster of dormers above the three-sided bay is a particular--
. ly intriguing feature.

Ho. 334 has a wider simpler facade. All of the windows are treated
in groups of four. The enframing stonework, set into the brick walls, again
recalls the half-timbering of medieval England and is here carried up into
the wide gable.

No. 336. This last house of the row is given emphasis by its poly-
gonal corner tower and steep roof. It is of random ashlar at the first
story and of brick with brownstone simulating half-timbering at the second
and third stories. The entrance doorway on 144th Street, Tudor in character,
has a low arch and a transom. Above it, a tier of fancifully designed
windows is crowned by an ornate copper pediment. To the right of tae
doorway is a three-sided, full-height bay with a steep roof and small
pedimented dormer of copper. The variety of window shapes, and their
arrangement, adds great interest to this facade. Seen from diaponally
across the street, this strikingly picturesque house gives the appearance
of a great mansion, balancing the two across the street from it.

*
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EAST SIDE  (tos. 341-351)

Hamilton ileights Historic District

COMNVENT AVENUE (fetween 'Yest 144th and 145th Streets)
o -
i e

" (Mos. 341-343, the College View Nursing Home, is described under
No." 425 tlest 144th Street.)

Nos. 345-349. These threc late Romanesque Revival houses were designed
by Adolph iHoak and erected in 1887-90 for Jacob D. Butler as part of a row
of five which originally extended to the corner of 144th Street. They form
an harnonious group with a variety of detail. At the conter house the trim
and base are brownstone, while those of the flanking houses are limestone.
All have light-colored brick at the upper floors. Basement entrances have
been provided at the three houses-

No. 345 has a curve-ecnded bay at the second story with an elaborately
carved corbel supporting it. The bay is crowned by a balcony with pierced
stone railing. Dehind it a wide arch of smooth stone with stepped voussoirs
is keyed to the brickwork. The arch rests on ornately carved impost blocks.
The Flemish style roof gable is pierced by paired windows separated by
colonnettes in typical Romanesque manner,

The round-arched windows at the second story of io. 347 are similar to
those at the third story of Wo. 349. The dormer of No. 347 has an arched
central window, flanked by smaller ones, reminiscent of those designed by the
same architect in the block to the south. The dormer at io. 349, more
delicate in character than Nos. 345 and 347, is capped by a\triangular
brick pedirent with finial supported on pilasters. The two-story curved
bay of this house has a balcony with a picrced stone balustrade similar to
that of No. 345. The decorative detail of these houses exhibits some fine
carved foliate Romanesque ornasent,

No. 351. The neo-Gothic Convent Avenue Baptist Church, built in
1397-99, was originally the Washington Heights DBaptist Church. The present
congregation moved inte the church in 1942 under the leadership of the
Rev. John ¥. Saunders. It was designed by the well-known architectural
firr of Lawmb § Rich, responsible for many of the fine residences and public
buildings in the City. The church is of light-colored, rough-faced random
ashlar masenry, executed with pgreat care. In design and massing, the church
makes the most of its conspicuous corner site. '

A square bell tower, at the 145th Street intersection, has a small
turret at each corner with crenellations between them and pointed-arch windows
with Flamboyant tracery just below the top at each side. 0One of the con-
spicuous features of this tower is the diamond-patterned bandcourse of
alternating rough and smooth stones which also extends around the church
above the entrance portals. These three segmental-arched portals,
separated by buttresses, fornm the main entrance on Convent Avenue and are
surmounted by ogival arches with finials. A larpge pointed-arch window of
stained glass, with tracery in the upper half, dominates this front facade
above the portals. Three wide pointed-arch windows, beneath gables
separated by carved water spouts, dominate the 145th Strecet facade of the . |
church. The downward slope of the street toward St. Nicholas Avenue makes
possible the introduction of a small but handsome Gothic entrance porch at
the eastern end of the church.

WEST SIDE  (hos. 340-356)

Mos. 340-346. The corner wansion and later comnecting building, the
vacant lot, and house at No. 346 were oripinally the site of a row of four
houses built in 1886-90 and werc designed by the owner-architect i
filliam Mowbray. Of the original row, one of the earliest in the District, '
only Nos. 340 and 346 remain. The two adjoining residences, Nos. 340 and 342,
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were purchased in 1917 by thie Little Sisters of the Assumption, who erdcted
a new building dn the site of Ho. 342 in 1922. 1In 1940 they purchased the
adjoiningt house, ilo. 344, which was demolished a year lntcr. Since 1964,
this property has been owned by thc Greater Tabernacle Baptist Church.

ilo. 340, the large cornor wension of brick, is onc of the nost inposing
houses in the District. It has a corner tower which once was crowned by a
conical slate roof, simllar to the one Jdiazonally across the street. A
contrapuntal thewe is established by the interrclationshir of the horizontal
bandcourses above and below the windows as tiey interlock with handsome _
vertical ribs of brick which flank all the window openinns. These features,
and the great corner tower, are reminiscent of French Renrissance antecedents,
and give this mension a charater unique in the ilistoric District. The main
entrance Joorway is at Ho. 451 !est 144dth Street. It is arched and flanked
by brackets which support a deep cornice slab. An L-shaped stoop, simildr
to the one across the street, approaches this doorway. Above it, at the
third story, a window is crowned by a triangular pediment ornanented
with a foliate desisn. A rull-height, thrce-sided bay to the left of the
doorway ends in a gable with double window. Anothexr bay at the west end
appears to be part of an addition,

To the northh of the oripinal mansion, and connected with it, is a large
four-story addition with mansard roof designed by P. F. Erogan and erected
for the Little Sisters of the Assumption in 1922. It was desirned as a
much simplified version of French Classical architecture. The bare brick
walls are pierced by hirh narrow windows with splayed stone lintels and
are crowned by a mansard roof with arched copper dornmer windows. The
stark simplicity of these walls presents 2 striking contrast to the
original i:ansion on ilest 144th Street.

Ho. 346, adjoining the vacant lot, is a thrce-story, neo-French-
Renaissance town house. It is the. northermnost of the row of four erected
in 1886-90. The most intervsting fenture of this facade is the full-height
curved bay which is crowned by a conical slate roof with a copner finial.
The windows of the bLay are flanked by vertical brick ribs intersecting the
bandcourses at the sills and above the lintels, as at the corner mansion,
The steep slave roof, to the left of the tower-like bay, is terminated by a
stepped brick end-wall.

ilos. 343-356. This row of five similar bfownstone houses, bepun in
1289, forus an attractive ensemble. A renetitive rhythm is creatad by their
two-story bays supported on carved brackets at the top floors. Tarce
stories high, they arc apnroached by bhich straight stoops with nowel posts
ornnnented by wreaths. The basenents are of rough-faced stone which re-
aprears in narrow bandcourses at the top stories, in contrast to the other-
wise snooth facades. The doorways and parlor floor windows are enframed
by narrow foliate rnoldings. Carved F011at panels and elaborate bandcourses
decorate the facades and give the houses an Ttalian Renaissance character.
The elaborate classical roof cornices, supported on console brackets, have
friczes with swags and wreaths and follow the profile of the bays beneath
them. The 145th Street facade of the end house, !Mo. 356, is of brick and
is ornanented by a brownstone panel with a foliate ornament. :

io, 354, opnosite the Convent Avenue haptist Church, is occupied by
the Baptist Cducational Center, one of the most important cducational and
comnunity developuent institutions in the City. Its work is known through-
out the country. '
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Hamilton Heights tistoric District

LAMILTON TERRACE (Between 141st and 144th Streets)

This lone sloping streot, closed at both ends, forms a charming enclave

within the iiistoric District. The vista looking south is dominated by the

massive Gothic-style tower of City College rising above the grassy slope and

tree tops of 'Ct. lichiolas Park. The street is lined on both sides by long

rows of houses which display an interesting variety of colors, textures, and

architectural styles. Despite this variety, there are certain unifying
elerents including roof cornicas and the retention of rost stoops. The
gables and cornices reflect the rising slope of the street toward 144th
Street. Town houses on the east side .are enframed at cach el by low

anartient houses, those at thz north beine outside of the i‘istoric District.

Sn the west side, the southeri. end is dorinated by the hirch apse of
St. Luke's Church, and the north end by an imvosing town house with ransard
roo?. Youns trees, flower boxes and shrubs suoply a note of ureencry.

ZAST SIDE  (Hos. 1-51)

(The coruer house. described under o, 423 “est l4lst Street, is
arcliitecturally tue first house of the adjoinin~ row on":'amilton Terrace.)

dos. 1-11. Tiese turae-story brick houses apnroacied by low stoops
were built in 1395 for Alice Davies and desizned Ly Andrew Snence. They

-achieve variety by the introduction of sheect-netal bays whicii extend throunh

the seconc anl third stories at alternatin: houses. "These houses are a
fine expression of vernacular birickwork, typiczl of that used fron the

mid-19th century onwari. This ay be seen in sew ental arcihes with brick

drip-nolds at the third story windows. in the horizontal “soldier:
bandcourses, serving as irmposts for tho arches and lintels of the first
and sccond story windows. ami in the lour pancls between the first and
second floors where alternatin: headers hieve heen pulled to create a
textural centrast. ‘bove the broal sesrental-arched windows, at the first
floors of alternate houses, rise the shect-metal vays. The c¢lassical
decoration of these bays and of the roof cornices shows the influence of
the currently popular ueen Anme style, notzbly in the swars and sunbursts.
flerents frowm tie older neo-frcc style appear in the door enframements and
the end brackets of the roof cornices. Hos. 7 and 11 retain their hand-
sone double doors with archod rlazed nwanels and ori-vinal hardware. All in
all, these rolatively odest houses display a considerable wealth of
detail, y

fie, 19+ Jo. 19, “The Ivey Delrh Apartnments, was built in 19435-51
andt desiencd Ly Veltner /0 Toandv. It is a six-story, yellow brick building
with stecl casements featurin- wide concrete balconiegs above the central
entrance, which is flanked Ly rooved masonry walls.

408, 21-37. ‘ihds handsorc row of nine yullow brick houses with
linestone first stories, annrouched by low stoops, was inspired by the
Italion fehaissance. Desisned by Roburt ¥elly in association with
ii1lian Strom, the architect-owner, the row was erected in 1897-98.

At tos. 21-20, the facades alternate between swell-and flush-fronts,
with the southernmost house, ijo. 21, making the transition to the advanced
buildineg line of the adjoining apartments by eans of a full-heisht curved
bay. The nost salient featurcs include: the eleTant terra-cottz window
enfranements. at the second stories . carried on ornate pilasters and crowned
with arched pediments the blind Palladiap-type windows at the third
stories of the flush-fronted houses, the parlanded balustrades above the
swell-front bays  the escutchieons between the third story windows, and the
continuous roof cornice carried on console brackets above a rich array of
soldin~ss, The bold ornament of the corbels of the second floor window
balconies at ios. 23 and 27 nrovides a striking contrast to the srooth
ashlar walls beneath them.
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HAMTLTON TERRACE (Retween 141st ond 144th Streets)

T e L - S T e
Hdos, 31-37 -are very s;nzlar in detail angd - character to the adioining
row to the south, and wersz crected at:the same time. These four fiouses are
approached by hish stoops.. iotable differences arg: the narrow.curved

bays only onc¢ window wide: the terra-cotta: nanels with. swars set above .the
top story windows; and the -keyed door and wind enFravenents with egg-and-
dart noldlnns at the parlor Floors. . :

pos. 30-49. These $ix neo-Italian Renaissance town houses, of buff-
colored brick, have low stoons and are four. stories high. .They were erected in
1398-99- for the same owner and by the' sane architects who designed
~Nos. 21-37. - The.houses have an alternatingm nattern of swell- front bays
contrasted with flush fronts. 'The swell-front baysware crowned with ..
- balustrades, .and the first floors are rusticated. -Ahe third story windows
of the flush-fronted houses have handsome, blind Palladian-tyne windows
separated by by threoe-quarter-encared columns with Ionic capitals.
Beneath thewn the windows, onfxramed by moldinns alternating with keyed
- blocks, are. surrounted by profiled cornices that are caxrried on console
- brackets.. The top floor windows of these houses are howizontally unified
by their ‘eared enfranenenms, tied togethier by neans of swags and band-
courses -at-sill and head levels. Emphasizing these windows are the large
paneled cartouches sct above therm. The projecting roof cornices are car-
#ied on foliate console brackets above cyg-and-dart, leaf-and-tongue
‘Hbrdmnvs, separﬂtcd by dentils and carefully profiled at the ends.

10 51 Thls house is brounht forward to mocot the bu1ldlup 11ne of the
-aparticnt houses -outside of the llistoric District, to the north. It was
built in 1909 for Geormc Backer and desiyned by ochwartz f Oross. Ap- EERIAS
proached by a low, sﬁoon it has alstone porch with, colurns and pilasters -
“‘surnounted by a. wrounht -irgn railing. The wallsiare of anllsh bond”*
_-brickwork, in contrast to the Whitc.stone trim. ands lintels, ““Tlie fyquse. s
basically neo-Fedeval in style, with Georgian-shlayed windoWtitnté s and
kaystones ‘at . the second stories. The roof cnrn:ce» carrled’on nou11110ns,
=is 'surmounted by a low tile roof. . IERNEL Jf' A 3

"n

air'.f::;"r;-srbu '(Hos 4 72)

(5 I E PO 3 Fdote i .
(5 t Luke s Churcn, described under ¥o. 265 COnvcht Avenue, ‘bééupies

the corner site. [Hamilton Grange, described undé#~o. " 287 Convent Avenue,

nay also be s¢en across the rear: lot ad;«cent to io. 4 Hamilton Terrace.)

Nos : -JG ‘ Th1s lone- Tow o‘ ¢ourteen town houses, deSL“nﬁd by
Heville u,Bagge and erected in 1398 for the developer Gustavus L. Lawrence,
~exhibits am-interestin: variety of classical and picturesque styles.
JSymmetrically composed, the group is terminated at cach end by gabled
-houses. The houses of this entire row are of limestone at the. first floor
with brick above, except for the all-limestone €facades at Mos. 10, 12, 18,
. and 20, - The: three houses at each end o¥ the row are approached by
Leshaned: stoops with tiercd wing-walls, The residences. are grouped in
r.-pafrs, with identical erd houses. The six gabled houses are transitional,
Cowiths the ton story and rable Honmanesque Revival and the lower floors
rclassical,.'thus relating then to the all-limestone lenaissance-style houses
bctween then and the neo-Georyian brick and 11nestone r051dences.

bach of the end housns, ilos. 4 and 30 has a steen nable w1th handsone

- corbeled and stepped brickwork following the line of the coping, An oval

panel in the. n.ble surmounts three arched windows with. folaate keystones

and ‘colurms between them, resting on a continuous .curvilinear sill supported
. on cartouches. - The upper sash of these windows, with' a muntined; border,

- reflcets the arches. At the second story, the thiree windows with- comnon,

enframement: rest on a sill.with Greek fret 1otif, also supported on car-

touches. A sirmle enframed doorway provides a dignified entrance.

TR RN SN : S
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Hamilton iieights iHistoric District

HAMILTON TERRACE (Getween 141st. and 144th Streets)

Jos. 14, 16, 22, and 24 arc very similar in desipn to these two end
houses. At thess houses, however, tiic stoops are strairht and the doorways
are flanked by-foliate console brackets which support cornice-slabs. The
broad first story windows and the comrion enframchment of the three windows
above are 'eared." An unusual feature of the triple window at the second
story is the stained glass, helf-heizhit center window, with foliate ornament
and 2 panel beneath it. The arched windows of the third floor rest upon
rectilinear sills,

Anotirer type of brick facade, seen at ilos. 6, &, 26 and 23, with
horizontal roof cornice, is basically neo-Georgian in charactor. Here the
paired doorways are treated as one unit, with Ionic columns supporting the
entablature. The paired stoops are bachnto—b1ck and have nanel*d newal
posts. e of the more eleﬂant features of these four bu11d1r*s is the
blind Palladian window ‘at the second story: two colunns with Ionic capitals
senarate the three windows and supnort the entablature which has a stona

tyrpanuis decorated with bas-relief ornament. The third story windows hazve
snlayed lintels with end blocks and carved keystonos, beneath a classical
corhice supported on console brackets,

The third type of facale, at ilos. 18 and 12, 15 and 20, is of linestone,
full-height, and Italian Renaissance in inspiration. The doorway is flanked
by fluted lonic celuins supportins an entablature ornanented by a rect-
angular panel flanked by foliate desirn. The windows of the second and
third stories share a commont enframement and are s¢parated by carved
spandrel panels with swazs. A slender, two-story pilaster hetween the
windows provides an ornate docorative motif at nid-height. The sheet-metal
roof cornice, carried on console brackets, has a frieze with swags and end
cartouches.

Mos. 3235, This row of four Roman brick houses was erected in
1597-92 and desxaned by llenry Anderson for Gustavus L. lLawrence, The two
end buildings, Nos. 32 and 38, are of yellow brick, while the paired
center houses are of prey brick and share back-to-back L-shaped stoops.
me of the end houses still retains its straight stoop. The nouses share
cormon first story features, including a narrow, continuous, foliate stone
cornice linking the lintels of the doors and windows and keyed stonework at
the doorways. Crowning the weall between openings, a carved bandcourse is
expressed as capitals at the doorways, and is repeated at the second story
of the paired housas beneath a stilt in the window enframements. The top
story windows of the end houses are ornamented by splaved lintels with
wide double keystones. These end houses have quoins. At the central
neired houses, Hos. 34 and 36, keyed stonework appears at the second story
windows and the third story is onlivened by arched openinzs with broad
enframenents capped by drip-nolds restinz on ornzte corbel blocks. * Bold
double keystones crown these windows., The individual sheet-metal roof
cornices, carried on console brackets, display ornate friczes which,
tomsether with other details, shou Renaissapce influence.

Hos. 40-60. The eleven brownstor: and limestone residences of this
dinnlfféﬁ”Eﬁﬁhﬁbre desirned bv ‘enri Foucheaux and erected in 1897-98 for
M. i.. Lake. They form an A-B-C-D-A-B-A-D-C-3-A patteérn and are typical
of the eclectic period, displayinc classical, Renaissance, and even
lingering traces of the Romanescte Revival style. YLach house is ap-
proached by an asymnetrical steod with a streight wing-wall and Ronanesque
nevel post at the risht, comp-enented by a wing-wall curving to the left,
which enbraces the rough-fa:ed stone areaway. These houses are crowned
by individual sheet-uetal -ornices, carried on console brackets, above an
egr-and-dart wmolding, wim dentils and swagped and rarlonded classical
friezes.
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Hamilton Heights Historic District

HAMILTON TERRACE (2etween 141lst and 144th Streets)

The “A' type facade, at Hos. 40, 48, 52, and 60, has » curved second
story bay crowned by a dentiled cornzce and supported by a convex corbel
with two large foliate ornarments beneath the enpgaged colunns which separate
the windows.

The "' facade, at Hos. 42, S0, and 53, has a rusticated first story
with the rustication expressing the lines of the splayed flat arches.
Above, a Dlind Palladian-type window has Ionic pilasters and is embellished
with a wreath in the ty panun, which is crowned by a foliate keystone. .
The individually enframed third story windows share.a common sill and
fluted entablature 2bove. Projecting narrow stone bands extend across the
facade at the upper stories.

The VC" type of facade 2% {os. 44 and S6 is similar to the A" type.
The bay, however, is three-sided with pilasters. insteal of columns, the
first floor openings are set in snooth ashlar masonry without enframement,
and the three windows of the top floor, with common ‘‘cared’’ enfranement,
have free-standing colunns between the windows, giviny the effect of a
loggia.

The *D* facade, at Wos. 46 and 54, is tlie simplest in design. The first
story openings are flanked by wide pilasters, which support the entablaturc
ornanented with classical-style wreaths and ribbons. . The arched third
story windows have wide roldinss and a hich keystone over the central win-
dow. The banding of the wall repeats the theme of the ' type house at
the upper floors.

Ho. 62. This limestone housc was erected for Louis C. Habn.in
1901-02 after the designs of Idpar Bourne. The projecting, full-height
curved bay is the most striking fcature of the facade. The nost elaborate
decoration is concentrated at the first story, vhere the windows with
stained glass transoms and the doorway are crowned by festooned panels and
a fluted bandcourse. The stone hood over the doorway, carried on horizontal
console brackets, alse displays tho grooved ornament, as do the lintels of
the sccond story windows. A bold classical cornice follows the curve of
the three-story bay. The stoop is of the sane design as those of the
earlier row to the south. ‘ ‘ ‘

Mo. 72. This handsomc house, designed by Neville § Bapre, was built by
Henry 'heeler Powell in 1897 as part of the row around the corner on
144th Street. . It combines Italian Renaissance features with a French
mansard roof. Constructed of Roman brick above a rusticated limestone
base, the inpressive entrance to the house is on Hamilton Terrace. The
projection of the entrance bay, crovned by a balcony with wrought-iron railing
and paneled corner posts servinr a pedimented central window, is ropeated
in the flankine, three-story, three-sided bays. Terra cotta is usad as
an accent at the upper floors, in the quoins, the delicately detailed
window enframements. the bandcourse above the rusticated base and the
escutcheons set in the bays. A nansard roof with ornate dormers and iron
cresting--the nost notable feature of this residence--crowns the roof
cornice.



Hamilton Meights tlistoric District

ST. NICHOLAS AVENUE -(Between 14lst and 142nd Streets)
WEST SIDE ONLY (Horthwest corner of 14lst Street and St. Nicholas Avenue)

The neo-Gothic structure of St. James Presbyterian Church was built in
1904 after the designs of Ludlow & Valentine, and was originally called the
Lenox Presbyterian Church. The building is of a cream-colored brick and
creates a picturesque image when viewed from St. HNicholas Avenue. A bell
tower, almost twice the heipght of the church, dominates the corner with
its polygonal spire crowned by a stone finial. The upper portion of this
tower is of limestone and has a very strong Gothic feeling. The nointed-
arch windows of the tower, which all originally had oneuwork nables above
then, are flanked by slender corner turrets capped by stone ¢inials. The
lightness of these forms, emphasized by their finely-scaled proportions,
creates an interesting Gothic composition. :

The main entrance is at the base of the tower on St. MNicholas Avenue,
but is known as 409 lest 141st Street. It is approached by a sweeping
T-shaped stoop. The doorway is handsomely enframed by an ogee arch crowned
by a large finial. The wood door of the church also has small arches at
the transom. This doorway and the three lancet windows above are flanked
by buttresses. This same design reappears onu the northern entrance which
has a low, octapgonal turret next to it, giving the church an asymmetrical
appearance. The apse of the church is articulated by three large opgee-arch
window units. These stained glass windows have a tracery pattern, typical
of the late Gothic style. The ogival moldings above the window act as drip
moldings, and large stone finials crown each of the windows.

St. James Community fiouse, now the ifarlem School of the Arts, adjoins
the church to the north. .

The wall of the church, extending along the hill on 141st Street
(tlos. 409-411), is pierced by a series of pointed-arch windows senarated by
buttresses. The top of this wall has a stone coping with stone panels set
above each buttress. At the western end of this facade, a pointed-arch
doorway, paired with a window, provides access to the church. Set between
them is one of the most eleéant features of the building--a sheet-netal
oriel with four stained slass windows supported by a corbel. This particular
section of the church is quite small in scale and contrasts with the rore
nonurental character of the rest of the building.

The decorative detail of the facade, and the intricacy of certain aspects
of the design, create an overall effect of well-integrated and restrained

elegance. The entire church is separated from the street by a handsome
wrought-iron railing,

**
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FINDINCS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other featutes of this area, the Landmarks Freservation Cormission finds
that the ramilton Leishts Historic District contains buildings and other
improvewents which have a special chiaracter and special hiistorical and
aesthetic interest and value and which represent one or rmore periods or
styles of architecture typical of one or wore oras in the history of
New York City and which cause this area, by reason of these factors, to
constitute a distinct section of the City.

The Comuission finds that, anong its irportant cualities, the ifamilton
jieishts tistoric District is a quiet rasilentinl covunity which was largely
developed between 1856 and 1906 with only 2 few later buildings, that it
retains iwuch of its turn-of-the-century atmosphere, that because of its
unusual street pattern the impression is that of a protected enclave--a
self-contained entity within tie larger fabric of the City--that the sunay
tree-lined streets, with rows of low-lying houses set behind raised front
yards, achieve a dignity unusual in an urban enviromsent, that the long
rows of three- and four-story private houses and the low-rise apartment
houses give architectural colierence to the streetscape, that the
architecturc is represeritative of the popular styles of the neriod--
the Romanesque. Tueen Anne, Dutch and Flemish Revivals, the French

Renaissance wode and the nceo-classical trend which swept the country after
the Chicago lorld's Fair of 1803, as well as the neo-Georgian and
neo-FedLral s5tyles of the early °0th century--that the District was, and~
still is today, a solid community due to the nature of its street pattern,
its fine architecture and exceptional neighborhood spirit.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of: the Charter of
the City of NWew York and Chapter 3-A of the Administrative Code of tile
City of HMew York, the Landmarks Praservoation Cormiission desimates zs-2n
llistoric . Disfrict the itanilton lieights Historic District, Lorough of
flanhattan, containing: ' c

th2 property bounded by the northern property lines of 475 - "
tarouth 453 “est 144th Street, the western »roperty lines of 348 throu?h
356 Convent Avenue, !'est 145th Street, the eastern property line’
of 351 Convent Avenite, part of the northern property liné of.
425 “est 144th Street, the northern pronerty lines of
423 throurh 413 ilest 144th Street, the eastern vroperty line of
413 lest 144th Street, !'amilton Terrace, the northern, eastern,
and part of the southern property lines of 51 ifamilton Terrace,

\
“\\‘ the eastern property lines of 49 throuph 32 Hamilton Terrace,

~part of the southern property linc of 39 Hamilton Terrace, the
eastern property lines of 37 through 33 Hamilton Terrace, part
of ‘the northern, the eastern, and part of the southern property
lines. of 31 Iam11ton Terrace, the eastern property lines of
29 through 21 ilamilton Terrace, parts of the successive northern
and eastern property lines of 19-13 iiamilton Terrace, the
northern property line of 409 test 141st Street, St. MHichelas
Avenue, Vest l4lst Street, the eastern property line of
452 tlest 141st Street, the eastern property line of
453 lest 140th Street, 'est 140th Street, the western rroperty
line of 475 Yest 140th Street, part of the southern, and the
western property lines of 474 ‘lest 141st Street, West 141st Street,
the western property line of 475 ilest 141st Street, part of the
southern, and the western property lines of 476 Mest 142nd Street,
vest 142nd Street, Convent Avenue, the northern property line of
2567 Convent Avenue, the western property lines of 4 through 36
Hardlton Terrace, part of the western property line of 38 llamilton
Terrace, the southern property line of 311 Convent Avenue, Convent
Avenue, Yest 143rd Street, the western property line of 475 llest
143rd Street, the western property linc of 474 “est 144th Street,

Yest 144th Street, and the western property line of 475 Vest 144th
Street. “ o
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