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Photo: National Park Service, late 19" century

The celebrated Swedish opera singer
Jenny Lind (1820-87) made her North
American debut at (now
Castle Clinton National Monument) in
September 1850. An early example of
adaptive reuse, this circular stone
building in Battery Park was originally a
naval fortification (1808-11) which was
a theater from 1823 to 1854. Lind’s tour
was sponsored by P.T. Barnum. She gave
93 concerts, earning more than
$350,000, which she donated to
Swedish charities. Interest in her
performances was so strong that the
press coined the term “Lindmania.”


http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/CASTLE-CLINTON.pdf
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Photo: Museum of the City of NY, c. 1910

Among various artworks in

the only piece commissioned as part of
the original Greensward plan was the
Angel of the Waters by Emma Stebbins
(1815-82). Designed in Rome during the
1860s and cast in Munich, this bronze
figurative fountain — a focal point of the
Bethesda Terrace since 1873 —is the
earliest public artwork by a woman in
New York City.
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http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/CEN-PARK-SCENIC.pdf

http://www.nps.gov/thrb/index.htm



http://www.nps.gov/thrb/index.htm
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363 Grosvenor Street, between East Drive and Douglas Road

At least eight houses in the
Douglaston Historic District in Queens
were designed by Josephine Wright
Chapman (1867-1943), one of first
women in the United States to have
her own architectural firm. Originally
based in Boston, she moved to
Greenwich Village in 1907. Chapman
was active in Douglaston from about
1909 to 1917, producing neo-
Classical, -Colonial and -Tudor designs
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Andrew Carnegie Residence, c. 1905
Photo: Museum of the City of New York

The Cooper-Hewitt, National Design
Museum, was founded by sisters
Sarah Hewitt (1858-1930) and Eleanor
Hewitt (1864-1924) on the fourth floor of
the Cooper Union (1853-59), a designated
Landmark, in 1897. Inspired by the Musée
des Arts Decoratifs in Paris, the museum
became part of the Smithsonian, and
moved to the former

, a designated Landmark
at 2 East 915 Street, in 1972. The museum
is currently closed for renovations. For
further information, see:


http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/ANDREW-CARNEGIE-MANSION.pdf
http://www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/ANDREW-CARNEGIE-MANSION.pdf
http://www.cooperhewitt.org/

Turtle
Bay Gardens Historic District



http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/TURTLE-BAY-GARDENS.pdf
http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/TURTLE-BAY-GARDENS.pdf
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The noted interior designer
Elsie de Wolfe (1865-1950) lived at
several Manhattan locations,
including 122 East 17t Street (part
of the East 17t Street /Irving Place
Historic District), which she shared
with theatrical agent Elizabeth
Marbury from 1892 to 1911. During
[[hid| this period, she designed interiors
-~ | for the Colony Club, a designated
Landmark. She later remodeled 131

East 715t Street (located in the

: Upper East Side Historic District),
122 East 17t Street, at corner, ¢.1900 . .
Photo: Museum of the City of New York which she owned until 1921.
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http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/ALWYN-COURT.pdf
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=104606&imageID=482790&total=12&num=0&word=alwyn&s=1&notword=&d=&c=&f=&k=1&lWord=&lField=&sScope=&sLevel=&sLabel=&sort=&imgs=20&pos=1&e=w
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260 Cumberland Street, c. 1978

The acclaimed modernist poet
Marianne Moore lived in two historic
districts — in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, at
260 Cumberland Street from 1929 to
1965; and in Greenwich Village at

25 West 9t Street from 1965 to 1972.
Her poem, the “Camperdown Elm,”
published in 1967, described “our
crowning curio” in Prospect Park, a
designated Scenic Landmark.
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-‘ 26 West 87" Street, c. 1989

Billie Holiday’s last residence, where
she lived from 1957 to 1959, was on
the ground floor of an 1891 row house
at 26 West 87t Street, part the Upper
West Side-Central Park West Historic
District.

Ella Fitzgerald lived for almost three
decades at 179-07 Murdock Avenue,
Queens, part of the Addisleigh Park
Historic District.

Both of these legendary jazz vocalists
made frequent appearances at
Carnegie Hall, a designated Landmark.
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Rising at the southeast corner of
Lexington Avenue and 65t Street, the
former has provided
accommodations for numerous single
women, many who became prominent
actresses or writers. In addition to
Sylvia Plath, who described her
residency in the semi-autobiographical
novel The Bell Jar (1963), tenants have
included Joan Didion, Grace Kelly, Liza
Minnelli, Nancy Reagan (born Davis),
and Eudora Welty.


http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/reports/2499.pdf
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NY Times Building, 229 West 43" Street.
Photo: New York Public Library

Ada Louise Huxtable (1921-2013) was
the first full-time architecture critic at
an American newspaper. A graduate
of Hunter College, she grew up in the
landmarked St. Urban apartments,
and until 1981 worked for the

. In addition, with industrial
designer Garth Huxtable, her
husband, she helped design flatware
and serving pieces for the

, a designated

Landmark Interior.


http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/2001NewYorkTimesBuilding.pdf
http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/2001NewYorkTimesBuilding.pdf
http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/1989FourSeasonsInterior.pdf
http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/1989FourSeasonsInterior.pdf
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=1041681&imageID=1558228&total=178&num=20&word=new%20york%20times%20building&s=1&notword=&d=&c=&f=&k=1&lWord=&lField=&sScope=&sLevel=&sLabel=&sort=&imgs=20&pos=21&e=r

The Rockefeller Guest House



http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/db/bb_files/00-ROCKEFELLER-GUESTHOUSE.pdf
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http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/reports/2391.pdf
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was prepared for Women’s History Month 2013

All photographs are from the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission,
except where noted.

For further information on the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
and to read the various reports on Historic Districts, please see:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/Ipc/html/home/home.shtml
http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/designation_reports/index.php

This presentation was researched and written by
Matthew A. Postal, Research Department


http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/home/home.shtml
http://neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/designation_reports/index.php
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