Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee

Monday, April 13, 2009 - 6:30pm

Community Board 3 Office

59 East 4th Street (2nd Ave & Bowery)

Other Members:  
Dominic Pisciotta and new members Gigi Li and Allen Strouse
Public Officials/Reps:  
Patricia Olan, representing Councilmember Gerson



Karen He, representing Speaker Silver
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1. Report from Chinatown working group
DISCUSSION:

At its last meeting, the Chinatown working group discussed merging some of the committees. The steering committee will meet Wednesday, April 15.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Discussion of development of Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA)
DISCUSSION:

We began with a discussion of the “five principles” that underlay the Rezoning Plan. During the discussion, we modified them extensively.

The original “five principles” are:


. Preserve the residential character of the neighborhood.


. Preserve its current scale and midrise character.


. Establish a district more in keeping with current planning principles of contextual design.


. Preserve the mixed –income character of the neighborhood through the use of inclusionary zoning.

. Eliminate the opportunity for community-facility overdevelopment allowed under the current zoning.

Some new “candidate principles” were developed:


. Preserve the mixed-use character of the neighborhood.


. Develop the area to maximize its residential potential.


.Establish a district that is in keeping with current planning principles of contextual design.


. Preserve the mixed-income character of the neighborhood.


. Revitalize week-long commercial activity.


. Exemplify good design and thoughtful planning, resulting in a contextual, environmentally friendly area.


. Include an anchor attraction.


. Provide culturally significant amenities that benefit the community, reaching all ages.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

3. CAAAV report on gentrification of Chinatown
DISCUSSION:

Members of CAAAV presented a summary of their report (released in March) “Converting Chinatown: A snapshot of a neighborhood becoming unaffordable and unlivable.”
The report, produced by CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities and the Community Development Project of the Urban Justice Center, illustrates the rapid development of Chinatown (970 new building permits in 2006). They found that much of this was luxury development (25 new hotels, 118 boutiques, and 26 luxury buildings).
Chinatown residents are experiencing increased harassment and displacement.  Small businesses are having difficulty staying in business, because of increasing rents.

The authors recommend more tenant protections and development of truly affordable housing, among other things.

The complete report is available at 

http://www.urbanjustice.org/pdf/publications/CAAAV_Report_Final.pdf
MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)
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