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1. FY'2011 District Needs Statement & Budget Consultation Agenda

DISCUSSION:

Because of the threat of over-scale development in the area, the Economic Development and Zoning Committee approves the proposed rezoning of the area from Bowery to 4th Avenue, 9th to 13th Street to C6a with a height cap of 120 feet on the avenues and request that the Department of City Planning reconsider the proposed zoning mid-block to lower FAR and height caps, while keeping inclusionary zoning and other provisions set forth in the existing c6a zone.

The Economic Development and Zoning Committee urges a sound planning process for the Chinatown Working group.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Small Business Services Presentation: how to start, operate, and expand

DISCUSSION:

We had a brief presentation by Karen Michelle-Mirko, Director, NYC Business Solutions (a suite of services offered by the New York City Department of Small Business Services. Their mission is to help business start, operate, and expand in New York City. More information is available at www.nyc.gov/smallbiz.
MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

3. Report from Chinatown working group

DISCUSSION:

We had a brief status update on the status of the Chinatown Working Group and its committees.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

4. Discussion of development of Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA)

DISCUSSION:

The committee took up the topic of “size and scope.” There was general agreement that as many of the available lots as possible be included, but that It is not necessary to develop them all at once or with the same developer.  It may be reasonable to trade a little more bulk if there is a positive trade-off.

We need some expert assistance from an urban design firm to come up with alternatives. HPD has some in-house capabilities in this area and will see what can be done. We request that resources be provided to us, based upon our principles. We have come together as a community committed to working together to develop the SPURA and wish to remain integral to the planning process.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

We request assistance in the form of an urban design team to assist us as we move into the next stage of planning for the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area.

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   10 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   1 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

5. Chinatown Manpower request for letters of support: 1) Empire State Development Corp to purchase & renovate 70 Mulberry St; 2) Grant from Empire State Development Corp to use as lending capital for low-income businesses; 3) To become Community Development Financial Institution; 4) To apply to US Small Business Services to provide technical assistance & training to low-income female entrepreneur

DISCUSSION:

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

Community Board 3 supports the request of the Chinatown Manpower Project and will provide the requested letters of support.

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE 10 YES   0 NO   1 ABS   1 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

6. Discussion of  3rd/4th Avenue Corridor Re-zoning proposal
DISCUSSION:

Chairman McWater thanked Councilmember Rosie Mendez for her efforts in bringing this proposal forward to City Planning, and Andrew Berman for his excellent work in organizing information about the rezoning area in such a convincing manner.
At the end of June, City Planning expressed its willingness to consider a C6a zone for the area from Bowery to 4th Avenue and from 9th Street to 13th Street. The committee considers this an excellent step forward, but asks for more flexibility regarding the mid-block areas. We would like to move forward with all possible haste, while pushing for changes in the mid-block zoning.

Members of Bowery Alliance of Neighbors were present. They have been working on a proposal with Councilmember Gerson and may be meeting with the Department of City Planning soon. We will place discussion of this proposal on the September agenda. However, the plan has our tacit support. If there is a meeting with City Planning before our September meeting, either Chairman McWater or President Pisciotta will attend.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

The Economic Development and Zoning Committee approves the proposed rezoning of the area from Bowery to 4th Avenue, 9th to 13th Street to C6a with a height cap of 120 feet on the avenues and request that the Department of City Planning reconsider the proposed zoning mid-block to lower FAR and height caps, while keeping inclusionary zoning and other provisions set forth in the existing c6a zone.

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   10 YES   0 NO   1 ABS   1 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)
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