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1. Report from Chinatown working group
DISCUSSION:

Gigi Li stated that there had not been much movement since the last report and requested that we . move on to the resolution in support of the Chinatown working group.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Amendment of  3rd/4th Avenue Corridor Re-zoning resolution to change proposed zoning from C6a to C6-2A and area  should be bounded by 3rd to 4th Avenue, 9th Street to 13th Street

DISCUSSION:

MOTION:  At its September 10, 2009, monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

CB#3 is very pleased that the Department of City Planning has proposed to change the zoning of the area bounded by 3rd to 4th Avenue, 9th Street to 13th Street in keeping with this board’s longstanding concern about overdevelopment in this area.  DCP’s proposal to rezone the area to C6-2A does impose much needed height restrictions, lessens the incentive to build dorms, and introduces inclusionary housing provisions.  However, while moving ahead toward making such changes expeditiously, we encourage DCP to consider lowering the FAR and height caps still further in the mid-blocks of this area. 

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   5 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

3. Support for Chinatown Working Group principles
DISCUSSION:

The National Movement Against Sweatshops raised concerns that the Chinatown Working Group excludes the Lower East Side. David McWater countered that the Group is open to all.
A motion was made by Dominick Pisciotta and seconded by Mary Spink to support the principles of the Chinatown Working Group.
MOTION:  At its September 10, 2009, monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

Whereas the Chinatown Working Group is a community-based planning initiative on the future of Chinatown whose goal is to support the community’s residents, businesses and visitors, and

Whereas the Chinatown Working Group members include Chinatown’s stakeholders, representatives of community groups, Community Boards #1, 2 & 3, which contain portions of Chinatown within their boundaries, and interested parties whose focus is on issues of shared concern throughout Chinatown including but not limited to affordability, preservation, revitalization and the social and economic well being of families, and youths, and

Whereas the Chinatown Working Group’s objective is to articulate common goals for Chinatown’s future and work with City agencies to formulate and implement a community-based plan, and

Whereas the Chinatown Working Group is doing extensive outreach in the Chinatown community including hosting a Town Hall on June 1 at PS 124 attended by approximately 200 people; all Chinatown Working Group meetings are open to everyone and the minutes of its meetings (including a video of the Town Hall) are posted on its website: www.chinatownworkinggroup.org, and

Whereas the Chinatown Working Group conducts the following regular Working Team meetings: Culture, Affordability, Preservation and Zoning; Economics & Transportation; Immigrant Affairs & Parks; Education and Schools, and

Whereas these Working Teams have after extensive review/outreach proposed the attached Guiding Principles to be adopted by the full Chinatown Working Group at its next monthly meeting on September 14, as the basis for future planning recommendations by the CWG , and

Whereas Community Board #3 is a voting member of the Chinatown Working Group, now

Therefore Be It Resolved Community Board #3 endorses the Chinatown Working Group’s Guiding Principles as proposed by the CWG’s Working Teams.

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   5 YES   0 NO   1 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

4. Request for zoning variance for 180 Ludlow St
DISCUSSION:

This topic was withdrawn and will be taken up at a future meeting.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

5. Discussion of development process for Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA)
DISCUSSION:

David Quart of the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) presented alternative ways in which the SPURA planning process could proceed. Basically, there are two alternatives:  

1. Create a master plan, proceed with the ULURP process for the entire site, and then issue RFPs for development of the various pieces
2. Issue the RFPs and then follow the ULURP process for each.

He made a case for alternative 1:

1. The lag time between RFP, ULURP, and construction brings greater risk. Developers often use  this time to leverage their interests and re-negotiate the program. 

2. The current market will not generate viable responses. We can maintain momentum while the market recovers.  A down market provides a great time to plan. 

Current market conditions mean that banks are not lending. The tax credit program used to finance affordable housing is generating greatly reduced proceeds, making many projects unviable. Home ownership projects are the most difficult to finance. The weak market restricts use of cross-subsidization within a project, which is needed to facilitate mixed-income developments.  EDC predicts there will be no closing on major sites before fiscal year 2012.
Timeline for a master plan:

1. Program definition by Spring 2010

2. Begin environmental review Spring-Fall  2010

3. ULURP approval Spring 2011

4. Issue RFPs Spring 2011

The complete EDC presentation will be posted on the CB3 website.

There was consensus among the committee members that we should go forward with the master plan. The committee and EDC will agree on appropriate checks and balances to ensure that RFPs are consistent with the principles included in the master plan. EDC will work with CB3 to create the RFPs. EDC will return with a statement of the levels of specificity that are possible to include in the ULURP.
This topic will be discussed at the October meeting.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

6. City Planning presentation on urban design and development options for Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA)
DISCUSSION:

Arthur Huh of City Planning made a brief presentation showing the current zoning of the area and the kinds of planning concepts that we might consider. A copy of his presentation will be posted on the CB3 website.
MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)
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