It’s Tax Time.
Go Get Your
Refund!

Did You Know...?

If you file a tax return, you can claim
substantial refunds:

m With the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), you could be eligible
for up to $7,900.

m With the New York City Child Care
Tax Credit, you could be eligible
for up to another $1,733 if you
have children 3 years old and
younger.

You have the right to:
m File a separate return even
if you are married.
m Refuse to sign a joint return.
m Request a six-month extension
to file your return.

Talk with your advocate or an Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) tax specialist
about your particular situation. You
can reach the IRS at 800-829-1040.

There are safe ways, free or
low-cost, to file your taxes:

m FREE tax preparation by
a certified volunteer.

m FREE online tax preparation.

m ONLY $49 for commercial tax
preparation.

Your tax return is prepared safely
and confidentially when you use
these free and low-cost options.
When you file a return, the IRS
will not share your personal
information with anyone.

Even if you earn cash wages or
are self-employed or currently
unemployed, you can get help
filing your return at a free or
low-cost tax site. You can also
get help in multiple languages.

You may be eligible for relief from

a tax liability that your spouse owes.
Speak with an IRS tax specialist at
800-829-1040 for more information.

For more information, call 311 and ask for “tax preparation assistance” or go to nyc.gov and search “tax prep.”

See the back of this flyer for checklists to help you get ready to file your taxes.
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Before You File Your Taxes:

M |f you don’t have a Social Security number (SSN) or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), go to nyc.gov and
search “tax prep” for the Mayor’s Tax Credit Campaign pages. Under Additional Resources, click “Get information on
your rights and tax filing tips” to learn how to apply for an ITIN. You can use your ITIN to file a return.

® If you live in an area impacted by Hurricane Sandy, go to nyc.gov and search “tax prep” for the Mayor’s Tax
Credit Campaign pages, where you can get tax information specifically for storm survivors.

B Gather the documents you need to file a tax return. Use the links or telephone numbers below to get these
documents if you do not have them:

= Birth Certificate for Self or Children (New York City): nyc.gov/html/records/html/vitalrecords/home.shtmi
= Driver’s License (New York State): dmv.ny.gov/licrepl.htm
= Federal Income Tax Return: Contact the IRS at 800-829-1040.

u New York State Income Tax Return: Complete and submit the form “Authorization for Release of Photocopies
of Tax Returns and/or Tax Information” found at tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/misc/dtf505_fill_in.pdf

m Social Security Card for Self or Children: Call the U.S. Social Security Administration at 800-772-1213
(Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.) or go to ssa.gov/ssnumber

B You can take control of your finances. Gall 311 to schedule a free one-on-one financial counseling appointment
at a New York City Financial Empowerment Center.

When You File Your Taxes:

Be sure to have the following:
B Proof of identity, such as a driver’s license or other photo ID

m Social Security cards for yourself and your dependents, and/or a SSN verification letter from
the Social Security Administration, OR ITIN letters for all names on the return (original or copies)

I Birth dates for yourself and the dependents on the return

B Wage and earning statements from your employer(s): Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R
M Interest and dividend statements from banks (Forms 1098 and 1099)

= A copy of your 2011 federal and state returns, if available

B Proof of any other income, such as lottery winnings

For the New York City Child Care Tax Credit, you will also need:

I Total amount paid for child care provider and the provider's Taxpayer Identification Number or SSN

To arrange direct deposit for your refund, you will also need:

B Bank account and routing numbers, which you can find at the bottom of your checks or on a bank statement

Important:
You have the right to see and understand the entire tax return, including supporting documents, before you sign a joint return.

Call 311 for the 24-7 New York City Domestic Violence Hotline (800-621-4673) for help with safety planning, referrals for
assistance, and connections to emergency housing. If you are in immediate danger, call 911.
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