


TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABOUT urbancanvas
DESIGN CHALLENGE
COMPETITION FORMAT
AWARDS AND ARTIST CREDITS
urbancanvas PILOT PROGRAM
INFORMATIONAL RENDERING
SPONSORSHIP
ELIGIBILITY
SCHEDULE
EVALUATION CRITERIA
PROGRAM AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS
RULES
REGISTRATION
FAQ
JURY
PARTNERS

1
2
2
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
7

14
14
18
23
24
28
29



ABOUT urbancanvas

The urbancanvas Design Competition is an 
opportunity for eligible artists and designers who 
are United States residents and 18 and over to 
generate creative and compelling public art that 
will enliven construction sites and enhance 
quality of life while promoting safety. A 
distinguished jury of world-renowned artists, 

designers and civic decision makers will select a 
group of outstanding proposals to recommend to 
the Public Design Commission of the City of New 
York (“Design Commission”).  Following approval 

packages will be exhibited online and the public 
will choose the winning designs through an 
online vote. These winning designs will be 
available through the urbancanvas Pilot Program 
(“pilot program”) for property owners and 
developers to install on temporary protective 
structures located on City-owned property. 

The New York City Department of Buildings and 

with support from the Rockefeller Foundation, 
have partnered to create this unique competition.
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The urbancanvas Design Competition is a unique 
opportunity to challenge professional artists and 
designers to create printed artwork for temporary 
protective structures at construction sites that will 
beautify New York City’s streetscape and promote 
maintenance of these structures. The competition 
seeks complementary proposals for artwork to 

structures located on City-owned property: 
construction fences, sidewalk sheds, supported 



DESIGN CHALLENGE 

The urbancanvas Design Competition is an 
opportunity for professional artists and designers to 
develop designs that enliven temporary protective 
structures and enhance quality of life.  By using these 
structures as blank artwork canvases, artists and 
designers can create a more inviting environment for 
residents, businesses and visitors.

Participants must develop individual artwork for 
construction fences, sidewalk sheds above active 
businesses, sidewalk sheds above non-active 

that are compatible in a variety of possible 
combinations and represent a cohesive artistic vision.  

will be called the urbancanvas Artwork Package 
(“Artwork Package”), as detailed on page  7. 

Participants must consider that construction sites 
often have more than one type of temporary structure 
installed at any given time.  Therefore, artwork must 
be able to stand alone or complement another piece 
from the package if installed at the same location.   

Participants must also consider the diversity of New 
York City’s construction sites and generate 

regardless of size or location.  Construction fences and 
sidewalk sheds can span the front of a small building 
within a block, but can also cover a full city block at 
larger construction sites. 

Please note that the urbancanvas Design Competition 
website, nyc.gov/urbancanvas, may include 
additional or more recent information than found in 
the printable version. Potential participants are 
encouraged to check the competition website prior to 
submission.

 

 
COMPETITION FORMAT 

Competitors will submit fully developed proposals in 
accordance with the submission and presentation 
requirements.  The urbancanvas Design Competition 
has a four step judging process:

1. An urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team will 
select up to 100 submissions based on the Evaluation 
Criteria for the Jury’s consideration.

2. The urbancanvas Jury will recommend six to 
eight outstanding proposals to the Design 
Commission for review and approval

3. Upon approval from the Design Commission, 

and will be displayed online for the public to vote.   To 

Public Vote, the Design Commission must approve the 
Artwork Package proposal. 
 

chosen, the three to four competitors who receive the 
most public votes will be the winners of the 
urbancanvas Design Competition.

NOTIFICATION

telephone or email.  Finalists may also be asked to 
meet with the Design Commission. No other 

the competition results.  

All decisions are at the discretion of the urbancanvas 
pre-Jury selection team and urbancanvas Jury.  All 
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AWARDS AND ARTIST CREDITS

The selected winners will each receive a monetary 
award of $7,500, provided by the Rockefeller 
Foundation.

Winners may be required to meet in person with 
representatives of the City of New York following the 
conclusion of the competition to consult on technical 

and from these meetings will not be funded by the 
City of New York and is the full responsibility of the 
winners.

The winning Artwork Packages will be made available 
to owners and contractors for use on temporary 
protective structures on or over City-owned property.  
The winning artists or designers WILL NOT be 
consulted or involved with any property owner or 
developer with regards to the installation of the 
artwork after the competition is complete. Finalists 
and winners may be quoted, interviewed or featured 
in any promotion of the competition

An artist/competition credit must be posted if artwork 
is used on any temporary protective structure on a 
construction site.

These credits will be available for download on the 
urbancanvas website, and they should be posted 
without any alteration such as to size, font or colors.

The artist/competition credit must always be located 
on the construction fence at eye-level.  If a site does 
not have a fence, the credit must be located on the 
sidewalk shed.  Artist/competition credit should 
measure 3 feet by 6 inches as depicted below.
 

artist/competition credits appear in the urbancanvas 
Building Owner Guide. 

PLEASE NOTE: FOR COMPETITION PURPOSES, ARTIST 
CREDIT MUST NOT APPEAR ANYWHERE ON YOUR 
SUBMISSION.  SPACE SHOULD BE ALLOTTED FOR THE 
ABOVE ARTIST/COMPETITION CREDIT AS OUTLINED IN 
THE TEMPLATES PROVIDED BUT LEFT BLANK.  NO 
IDENTIFYING MARK MAY APPEAR ON ANY SUBMISSION 
OR THE SUBMISSION WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.

Designed By:

Jane Doe

3’

6”

Sample Artist Credit / Competition Credit
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urbancanvas PILOT PROGRAM

The NYC Construction Codes currently prohibit, with 
limited exceptions, the posting of any material on 
temporary protective structures.  The Department of 
Buildings is introducing the pilot program to allow 
public art on temporary protective structures located 
on or over City-owned buildings, sidewalks and 
streets. . For example, a privately-owned building with 
a sidewalk shed erected on a City sidewalk is eligible 
for artwork. 

Property owners and developers participating in the 
pilot program will be allowed to install one winning 
Artwork Package on their site.  Winning Artwork 
Packages will include templates for a construction 

Art installed on temporary structures during the pilot 
program may have a single art sponsor displayed 

Building Owner Guide.  

Once the competition is complete, the winning 
Artwork Packages will be available for installation on 
construction sites through the pilot program.  The 
winning artist or designer WILL NOT be consulted or 
be involved with any property owner or developer 
with regards to the installation of the art. On 

will also have the opportunity to install a pictorial 
rendering of the exterior of the building being 
constructed in lieu of the artwork. 

To participate in the pilot program, building owners 
must adhere to the guidelines outlined in the Building 
Owner Guide.  This guide informs property owners, 
contractors and others of the options available for 

how and when art can be displayed on construction 
sites as well as what materials are acceptable for use.  
All urbancanvas installations must comply with the 
guidelines outlined in the urbancanvas Building 
Owner Guide.  

urbancanvas strongly recommends that all 
competitors familiarize themselves with the 
urbancanvas Building Owner Guide when creating 
their submission.

INFORMATIONAL BUILDING RENDERING 

In addition to the artist/competition credit described in 
the Awards and Artist Credit Section, all building sites with 
a construction fence participating in the pilot program will 
be required to post an informational building rendering of 
the project, including the following details:

1. Image of the exterior of completed    
 construction
2. Type of work in progress (i.e. residential,   
 commercial)
3. Anticipated completion date
4. Contact for additional information
5. 311 information

The informational building rendering (sample below) 
must measure 4 feet high by 3 feet wide. No information 
other than that cited above will be permitted.
All fonts must be of the same type and size.  Information 
must be in black font on white background.   

All participating sites must also post a 311 sign and all 
permits as required by Section 3103 and Section 3301.9.5 
of the NYC Building Code (“BC”).  The informational 
building rendering must be displayed on the construction 
fence immediately adjacent to the 311 sign. If there is no 
construction fence on site, the informational building 
rendering is not required.

The urbancanvas Building Owner Guide should be 

informational building rendering and other requirements.

Sample Image of Informational Building Rendering:

4’

3’

Work in Progress:              Residential Building 
Anticipated Completion:   Fall 2010
For more info:                    info@280 Broadway.com

NYCBUILDINGS

To anonymously report unsafe conditions at this site, please call 311
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 The Department of Buildings will pilot the urbancanvas project per Charter Section 645(b) (2) (g) which allows the 

building code….” 

1
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 ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for the urbancanvas Design Competition, 
participants must be:

• At least 18 years old at of the time of entry

• A resident of the United States (including  
 District of Columbia)

• Able to provide three samples of recent art or  

 entrants’ design sensibilities  (as outlined in the 
 Submission and Presentation Requirements)

Competitors may enter as individuals or 
multi-disciplinary teams.  Competitors may only 
submit one proposal whether individually or as part of 
a team.

Each competitor, juror, consultant and assistant 
involved in the organization of this competition 
automatically declares their compliance with the 
conditions and procedures set forth here by virtue of 
taking part in, or assisting with the process of this 
competition.

 

SPONSORSHIP

As a participant in the pilot program, building owners are 
allowed to display a limited sponsorship message with the 
artwork.  Sponsorships can be any entity, including the 
developer, builder or an outside organization, that has 
agreed to defray the costs of posting the public art.

Sponsorship agreements shall be between the party in 
control of the site and the sponsor.  The City of New York 
will not be responsible for securing a sponsor, nor be a 
party to any contract relating to the sponsorship.  
Sponsorships will only be allowed for the duration the 
artwork is on the structure.  If the artwork is removed, the 
sponsorship message must be removed.

Sponsorships must meet the size and location 
requirements as described in Section VII of the Building 
Owner Guide.  Sponsorship signs may include the name 
and corporate logo of the sponsor.  No advertising 
message or product depiction is allowed.  No sponsor 
message may be illuminated.  Sponsorships must include 
the words: “urbancanvas sponsored by:” as depicted in the 
illustrations in Section VII of the Building Owner Guide. 

sponsorship guidelines, please read the Building Owner 
Guide.  

urbancanvas strongly recommends that all competitors 
familiarize themselves with the urbancanvas Building 
Owner Guide when creating their submission.  The 
winning Artwork Packages will be expected to 
accommodate sponsorship messages as described in the 
Guide.

Sample Image of Sponsorship:

TO ANONYMOUSLY REPORT UNSAFE
CONDITIONS AT THIS WORK SITE

CALL 311 

PARA REPORTAR CONDICIONES
PELIGROSAS EN UN SITIO DE TRABAJO
LLAME AL 311 NO TIENE QUE DAR SU 

NOMBRE

Designed By:

Jane Doe
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COMPETITION SCHEDULE 

urbancanvas Design Competition Schedule

Competition Announcement     22 June
Registration Begins      22 June
Registration Ends       19 July
Deadline for Questions                     23 July
Entries Due       28 July  
Jury         25 August
Finalists Announced/Public Vote Begins   20 September
Public Vote Ends      1 October 
Winners Announced      8 October

EVALUATION CRITERIA

The winning urbancanvas Artwork Packages will be judged based on artistic merit, creativity and originality, as well as 

All submissions must comply with eligibility requirements, all technical requirements, and pilot program guidelines.  
The urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team and the urbancanvas Jury will also be evaluating submissions on the 
following criteria:

 • Be sensitive and respectful to the diversity of New York City’s workers, residents and visitors.   
  urbancanvas will consider whether the artwork is suitable for a broad-based audience.

 • Be accessible and appropriate for all ages and consistent with community standards of decency and  
  respect for the diverse beliefs and values of New York City residents and visitors.

 • Be a positive addition to New York City’s urban landscape.

 • Improve the pedestrian experience.

 • Complement multiple streetscapes within residential, commercial and industrial areas.

 •
  sizes.

 • Ability of each artwork to stand alone or with the other elements in the package in a variety of   

 

Please note, submissions that include material that is obscene, religious, political or sexual in nature, or that include 
hate speech will not be accepted.
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PROGRAM AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

THE ARTWORK PACKAGE

The urbancanvas Design Competition requires 

templates, one for each type of temporary protective 
structure.  Each artwork must be capable of standing 

together cohesively with other artwork from the 
package on a site with multiple temporary protective 
structures. 

together are called the Artwork Package.

urbancanvas Artwork Package must include: 

1. Construction Fence Template
2. Sidewalk Shed Template (active business)
3. Sidewalk Shed Template (non-active business)

5. Cocoon Template

Owners and contractors will be able to use only one 
winning Artwork Package at their site but may use any 
one of the templates alone or in any combination.

The overall dimensions of the artwork on actual 
construction sites will vary based on the size of the 

important to aid competitors in scaling.  
  

Artwork Package Templates:
Competitors will receive directions for downloading 
the templates when they complete the competition 
registration.  All submissions MUST use these 
templates.  Please see the Submission and 
Presentation Requirements for a full list of submission 
requirements. 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

All submissions must comply with the technical 

•  Artwork must be designed to be printed on a 

illumination, electronic signage, protrusions or 
projections.

•   NO TEXT OR LETTERING may appear as part of the 
artwork.

•  No commercially recognizable symbols or logos 
may appear as part of the artwork.

• Artwork must be scalable to accommodate 
temporary protective structures of multiple sizes, 

potential varied arrangements.

•  Competitors must consider that artwork will be 
replicated and printed on both small and large scales 
and designs will need to maintain integrity of 
proportions and color over various sizes.

•  
and that the information required on each 

areas of the design.

•  Artwork must be adaptable to accommodate the 
varied sponsorship messages and required signs as 
outlined in the Building Owner Guide.
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MATERIALS AND HANGING SYSTEMS FOR WINNING ARTWORK

All winning urbancanvas artwork must be designed to be produced on either lightweight solid vinyl or mesh materials 
that comply with the NYC Construction Codes, including the BC, and other applicable requirements.  

protrusions or projections.

Materials must be:

• Durable 
• Flame retardant
• Able to withstand all weather conditions such as rain, snow, ice, heat, and wind

Material examples include:

SIDEWALK SHEDS
Artwork can be printed on vinyl material that can be installed on the outer sides and ends of sidewalk sheds (4 feet in 
height) by stretching over the shed and fastening to the back or on self-adhesive panels that adhere directly to the 
outer sides and ends of the shed.  Artwork cannot extend above or below the shed parapet.

CONSTRUCTION FENCES
Artwork can be printed on vinyl material that can be installed on the outside of the construction fence by stretching 
over the fence and fastening to the back or on self-adhesive panels that adhere directly to the fence structure.  
Artwork cannot extend beyond the top of the fence.

SUPPORTED SCAFFOLD DEBRIS NETTING

site.  Debris netting installed on construction sites shall be designed to meet the anticipated loads during 
construction pursuant to BC 3301.6, including wind loads as indicated in BC 1609.  

Debris netting mesh is typically a dense material with smaller openings, usually 1/16 of an inch. The mesh is typically 
sized in rolls 7-8 feet in width. 

CLIMBING FORMWORK (COCOON) / ALTERNATIVE METHODS TO VERTICAL NETTING
There are two types of cocoons that are alternative methods to vertical netting:

Mesh Cocoon:
Artwork must be printed directly onto the mesh material, as approved in the plans for the site.  Mesh material installed 
on construction sites shall be designed to meet the anticipated loads during construction pursuant to BC 3301.6, 
including wind loads as indicated in BC 1609.  

Mesh is typically a dense material with smaller openings, usually 1/16 of an inch. The mesh is typically sized in rolls 7-8 
feet in width.  

Solid Material Cocoon:
Artwork must be printed on vinyl material that can be reproduced and installed on the outside of the solid material 
cocoon by stretching over the cocoon and fastening to the back or on self-adhesive panels that adhere directly to the 
structure.  

Alternative methods to vertical netting installed on a construction site shall be designed to meet the anticipated loads 
during construction pursuant to BC 3301.6, including wind loads as indicated in BC 1609.
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CONSTRUCTION FENCES 
A construction fence is a freestanding structure designed to restrict access to an enclosed construction site. The 
most common assembly of a construction fence involves prefabricated sections posted into the ground. 
Construction fences are usually made of lightweight materials, most commonly in 8 foot by 4 foot sheets of 
plywood.   

Construction fences can span the front of a small building located within a block or can cover a full city block at 

for the fence on the sides and front of the building.  Competitors are challenged to think about the disparities 

high by 4 feet wide. The template blocks should be sequenced, where possible, at the seams to minimize visual 
interruption. 

On large sites involving major renovation or new building construction, the construction fence must also have 
PORTHOLES/VIEW PANELS (12”x12”) for public viewing, spaced every 25 linear feet.  The required informational 
building rendering must also be posted on construction fences.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR TYPES OF TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES

TO ANONYMOUSLY REPORT UNSAFE
CONDITIONS AT THIS WORK SITE

CALL 311 

PARA REPORTAR CONDICIONES
PELIGROSAS EN UN SITIO DE TRABAJO
LLAME AL 311 NO TIENE QUE DAR SU 

NOMBRE

Designed By:

Jane Doe

UrbanCanvas Sponsored by:
280 Broadway Group
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SIDEWALK SHEDS
Sidewalk sheds are structures built over the sidewalk and around the exterior of a building to protect pedestrians from 
falling debris while work is occurring. Sidewalk sheds are often placed over active businesses.  Sidewalk sheds are also 

Sidewalk sheds may span the front of a small building located within a block or cover a full city block at large 
construction sites.  Similar to fences, sidewalk sheds can wrap multiple sides of a construction site, resulting in 

Competitors should consider that sheds over active businesses are allowed to include accessory signs that identify the 

feet wide. Reproductions should be accommodated when possible at the plywood parapet seams. 

1. SHEDS OVER ACTIVE BUSINESSES: Artwork should be designed for blocks that are 2 feet high by 8 feet wide. The 
remaining 2 feet in height must display a solid color bar that is complementary to the colors used in the design. 
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2. SHEDS WITH NO ACTIVE BUSINESSES:  Artwork should be designed for blocks that are 4 feet high by 8 feet wide. 

Designed By:

Jane Doe
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SUPPORTED SCAFFOLDS

although they can be made out of other materials. 

property.   

and the maximum is 5 feet.

material as described in the Materials Section.  Designs should 
be created to scale for 7 foot wide pieces that tile seamlessly in 
height to accommodate multiple building stories.  
Reproductions should be spaced to occur when possible at the 
connecting pipes. 

Designed By:

Jane Doe

Competitors should keep in mind that mesh 
material is typically produced in rolls that are 7 to 
8 feet wide.  For a large site, numerous rolls will be 

structure.  Submitted designs will have to take into 
account mesh connections at pipes and be able to 
span many mesh rolls.
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COCOONS

Typical cocoon systems span approximately 4 stories of a building at one time.  Artists should use the estimate of 40 
feet in height when planning the cocoon design (10 feet per story).
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Please review all registration, submission and presentation requirements carefully.  Submissions that do not meet all 
requirements will be rejected. All submissions will be reviewed for compliance with competition rules and regulations 
as well as compliance with the goals outlined in the Evaluation Criteria.  

If you have any questions regarding the competition, how to register or submit your entry or about the submission 
requirements, please visit the FAQ section at the end of the brief or send your question to 
urbancanvas@buildings.nyc.gov.

CD or DVD Presentation

•   This CD or DVD must be labeled only with your registration ID number.
•   An envelope with a copy of the registration form signed by the Primary Registrant must accompany the CD or DVD  
    submission.

The submission package must be submitted via mail or in person to:

  New York City Department of Buildings
  urbancanvas Design Competition 

  New York, NY 10007

Submissions must be received no later than 3:30pm EST July 28, 2010.  Entries received after this date and time will be 

Submissions become the property of the urbancanvas Design Competition and will not be returned.   Please do not 

entries.

PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS

Your CD or your DVD must include THREE separate folders, as detailed on page 14, and labeled as follows:
A:    Portfolio 
B:    urbancanvas Artwork Package: Design File
C:    urbancanvas Artwork Package: Proposal  

If your project has a title, please write this title following the words urbancanvas Artwork Package on Folders B and C.

on the CD or DVD, other than the required folder labels outlines above.  See the File Naming Section for more details.

PLEASE NOTE: COMPETITOR’S REGISTRATION ID NUMBER MUST BE LISTED FIRST IN ALL CD OR DVD FILE AND 
FOLDER LABELS. 

THE CD OR THE DVD CANNOT IDENTIFY NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS, FIRMS OR ORGANIZATIONS.  ANY IDENTIFYING 
MARK WILL AUTOMATICALLY DISQUALIFY THE SUBMISSION.
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Folder A:     Portfolio 
This folder must contain examples of THREE recent projects, representative of your artwork.  Each example must be 
submitted as a maximum, two-page PDF document that contains the following information about the project:

• Image
• Artwork Title
• Date completed
• Medium
• Size of the artwork (dimensions)
• Where and when it was exhibited.  

Folder B:  urbancanvas Artwork Package: Design Files 

1. Construction Fence Template
2. Sidewalk Shed Template (active business)
3. Sidewalk Shed Template (non-active business)

5. Cocoon Template

All submissions MUST use these templates.  Folder B must contain the Artwork Package: Design Files in a vector 
format chosen from the following:

• .ai 
• .eps 
• .dwg 
• .svg   

Folder C: urbancanvas Artwork Package: Proposal
This folder must contain your proposed design in presentation format.  It must include a short text description of your 

combinations of temporary protective structures.  Folder C must be formatted as one eight page landscape PDF as 
described below.

Please note that all images MUST use the identical template design for each temporary protective structure that 
appears exactly as it does on your individual Design File templates.

Text Proposal - A 50 word or less project statement explaining the project’s intent.

Proposed Design  -
Artwork Package Template Design:

1. Construction Fence Template Design 
2. Sidewalk Shed Template (active business) Design 
3. Sidewalk Shed Template (non-active business) Design

5. Cocoon Template Design

15

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE THREE EXAMPLES MUST BE OF PREVIOUSLY EXHIBITED ART, 
OR PROFESSIONAL DESIGN WORK.

and Adobe Illustrator �les.

Folder C Requirements continued on page 16



template’s instructional text do not need to be included here.  Please leave the Registration ID number on at the 
bottom of the template.

Each template image (each on a separate page) should appear as it does on the template, and no additional context 
(background/foreground) imagery should be added. 

Additional Images: Site Variation A and B

6. Site Variation A: Fence and Sidewalk Shed Image

Site Variation A and B are images that demonstrate each proposal on the commonly found combinations of temporary 

• A PDF drawing of a building facade, called the background image, will be provided along with the Artwork  
 Package templates. 
• Site Variation A and B must use this background image to display the temporary protective structures in  
 context as seen in the sample images below. 
• Site Variation A and B MUST use the same template design for each temporary protective structure from  
 the  Artwork Package. 
• Lift and place the temporary protective structure from your original template design onto the background  
 image in the required combinations.
• Site Variation A and B should each appear on a separate page.

Folder C must be formatted as one eight-page landscape PDF.  The text proposal is to be followed by the seven images 
(each on a separate page) in the order above. The PDF document should be saved in RGB color mode. Folder C will be 
projected for the Jury via digital projector and viewed at roughly 30”x40”; therefore image resolution must be 300 dpi. 

Please note that if all seven images and a project statement as listed above are not included in Folder C, and if Site 

16
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VARIATION A VARIATION B



FILE NAMING:
REGISTRATION ID NUMBER as indicated below:

Folder A:  Registration #_Portfolio.pdf
Folder B:  Registration #_urbancanvas Design File
Folder C:  Registration #_urbancanvas Proposal.pdf

Files on Folder A: 
   Registration #_Prior Work 01
   Registration #_Prior Work 02
   Registration #_Prior Work 03
   
Files on Folder B:
   Registration #_Construction Fence Template
   Registration #_Sidewalk Shed Template Active
   Registration #_Sidewalk Shed Template Non Active

   Registration #_Cocoon Template

File on Folder C:
   Registration #_urbancanvas Proposal.pdf

identifying mark will automatically disqualify the submission.
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RULES
 
To compete, all participants must meet the eligibility requirements, complete the online 
urbancanvas Design Competition Registration Form and agree to comply with the cial Rules of 
the competition. All submissions will be reviewed for compliance with competition rules and 
regulations, and the urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team will only consider competitors who have 
completed and signed the registration form, submitted all required  and meet all technical 
requirements of the urbancanvas brief as detailed above.  The submissions selected by the pre-
Jury selection team will be the only submissions viewed by the urbancanvas Jury. To be selected 
as a  and be included in the online Public Vote, the Design Commission must approve the 
Artwork Package. By submitting a proposal, each competitor automatically rms compliance 
with the competition requirements, rules and guidelines and agrees that any violation will result in 
immediate disquali cation from the competition.  
 
The urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team reserves the right to request additional information from 
any competitor about images used in a submission at any time. 

 
The urbancanvas Design Competition Sponsors and the City of New York are under no obligation 
to assemble, use or install any Artwork resulting from this competition. 
 
The urbancanvas Design Competition Sponsors and the City of New York are under no obligation 
to declare lists or winners or make any award.  The urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team and 
the Jury’s decision shall be  and unappealable. 
 
This solicitation does not commit the urbancanvas Design Competition or the City of New York to 
enter into a contract or award any services related to this document; and any and all costs incurred 
in submitting any materials in connection with this competition are the sole responsibility of the 
competitor. 

 

The City of New York is not responsible for production of the artwork on construction sites, but will 
provide design les for building owners to use.  The City of New York cannot control printing 
vendors and the use of color.  Color speci cations will be provided but the City is not responsible 
for enforcement of color on installations. 

 

 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK AND THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ISSUE 
UPDATES DURING THE COMPETITION PROCESS.  SUCH UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON THE 
COMPETITION WEBSITE AND THEREFORE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL PARTICIPANTS 
EQUALLY.  POTENTIAL COMPETITORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CHECK THE WEBSITE PRIOR TO 
SUBMISSION. 
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Registration Deadline 
The deadline for registration is 5:00pm EST July 19, 2010. After this date, the online registration 
form will no longer be available. 
 
Late Submissions 
All submissions must be received at the o ces of the New York City Department of Buildings 
located at 280 Broadway, 7th Floor, NY, NY 10007 no later than 3:30pm EST July 28, 2010.  This is 
not a postmark deadline.   
 
Submissions received after 3:30pm EST on July 28, 2010 will be considered late entries. Late entries 
will be disquali ed from the competition. 
 
Anonymity  
The urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team and the urbancanvas Jury will not receive any 
information concerning the authorship of submissions.  CD or DVD submissions and their digital 

les must have no name or mark that in any way identify the project or competitor other than the 
registration ID number assigned to the competitor upon completion of registration.  No 
participant may directly or indirectly reveal the identity of any design or communicate with any 
member of the urbancanvas selection team or urbancanvas Jury or the urbancanvas Sponsors 
except as provided in this competition document.  Any competitor or juror found in violation of 
this rule will be ed immediately. 

Jurors and selection team members are required to excuse themselves from discussion or voting 
on a particular entry in the event that they can determine the competitor(s) submitting all or part 
of any entry. 
 
Public Design Commission of the City of New York 
All artwork must be reviewed and approved by the Design Commission to be considered an 
urbancanvas t and to be included in the urbancanvas online Public Vote. 
 
Public Vote 
All nalists selected to participate in the Public Vote will have their work credited on the 
urbancanvas website.  Each entrant by virtue of his/her submission grants the City of New York the 
right to use the entrant’s name and likeness for non-commercial purposes in connection with the 
designs submitted. 
 
Awards 
No prize substitution is available, except at the sole discretion of the City of New York.   
 
All federal, state and local income taxes on prize and gratuities are solely the responsibility of the 
winners.  Payments to potential winners are subject to the express requirement that they submit 
to the City of New York all documentation requested by the City of New York in compliance with 
all applicable state, federal and local tax reporting and withholding guidelines.   The winners are 
responsible for ensuring that (s)he complies with all the applicable tax laws and 
requirements.  If a winner fails to provide such documentation or comply with such laws, the prize 
may be forfeited and the City of New York may, in its sole discretion, select an alternative winner. 
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Announcements, Displays, Exhibitions and Publications 
Competitors, by virtue of their submissions, agree that the City of New York may reproduce, 
publish, exhibit, perform, transmit or otherwise utilize the physical or electronic materials 
submitted by competitors for non-commercial purposes at their own discretion and without 
compensation to the competitor, other than the awards granted to winners.  Competitors, by 
virtue of their submission, also agree that any program created in connection with the 
competition is the intellectual property of the City of New York. 
 
Registrants and all team members, upon entering the competition, agree to credit the 
urbancanvas Design Competition by name in any subsequent exhibition or publication of their 
submission. The City of New York reserves the right to utilize a competitor’s submission, for an 

 period of time for purposes of exhibition and publication or other non-commercial 
purpose.  Reasonable and best e orts will be made to credit the competitor for use of their 
submission materials for such purposes.  
 

 tsitra eht fo   eman eht yalpsid ot deriuqer eb lliw srotcartnoc dna srenwo gnidliuB
and a competition credit when using a winning Artwork Package on construction sites, as 
spec ed in the pilot program. 
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Intellectual Property 
Those competitors submitting the winning designs, by virtue of their submissions, hereby agree 
that the City of New York shall have all rights necessary for the publication and exhibition of 
entries that are selected as winning designs (in addition to the rights set forth in the next 
paragraph).  To that end, competitors whose submissions are selected as the winning designs 
hereby grant to the City a worldwide, perpetual, royalty-free, exclusive license to (1) use, modify, 
and edit entries (including by changing size, coloration, and adapting the entries to t particular 
areas and formats), (2) transmit or display the entries in any medium now known or hereafter 
devised, including the internet, and (3) sublicense to site owners and sponsors the right to use and 
reproduce the entries. 
 
Those competitors submitting the nalist designs by virtue of their submissions hereby agree that 
the City of New York shall have all rights necessary for the publication and exhibition of entries 
that are selected as winning designs.  To that end, competitors whose submissions are selected as 
the nalist designs hereby grant to the City a worldwide, perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive 
license to (1) use, modify, and edit entries (including by changing size, coloration, and adapting 
the entries to  particular areas and formats), (2) transmit or display the entries in any medium 
now known or hereafter devised, including the internet, and (3) sublicense to site owners and 
sponsors the right to use and reproduce the entries. 
 
All competitors hereby grant to the City a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive license during the 
term of the competition to use and/or reproduce the entry in any way, in any medium now known 
or hereafter devised, for any purpose, including but not limited to inclusion in publications, 
exhibitions, and an archive of the competition.  The City and sponsors will make reasonable ts 
to credit entrants at all times. 
 
All competitors, by virtue of their submission, hereby certify that the materials and ideas 
submitted to the competition are original and have not been previously published.  Competitors 
additionally certify that neither their entry, nor the use thereof, violates, infringes or otherwise 

icts with any copyright, trademark or property right of any third party, and agree to defend, 
indemnify, and hold the City and sponsors harmless from any third-party infringement claim. 
 
Entrants acknowledge that the urbancanvas Design Competition partners may exhibit all 
competition entries in an online gallery and a selection of competition entries may be chosen for 
physical exhibition and/or public display.   
 
Entrants acknowledge the existence, if any, of their statutory moral rights as those rights are 
described in 17 U.S.C. § 106A, and knowingly enter the urbancanvas Design Competition on the 
following terms:  (i) the urbancanvas Design Competition is intended to permit temporary 
installation and exhibition of selected designs; (ii) the Entrant expressly and forever waives any 
and all rights under 17 U.S.C. § 106A, and any rights arising under U.S. federal or state law or under 
the laws of any other country that conveys rights of the same nature as those conveyed by 17 
U.S.C. § 106A, or any other type of moral right or droit moral. 
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Ineligibility 
Employees of the City of New York and The Rockefeller Foundation and their iates, advertising 
and promotion agencies and anyone involved in the development or execution of this 
competition, and the immediate families (parents, spouses, siblings, and children and their 
spouses) and members of the households of such employees are ineligible.    
 
Additionally, no partner, associate, employer/employee or immediate families of a Jury member 
may participate.  No member of the Jury shall be eligible to compete in  
the competition, assist a competitor, or act in any other capacity whatsoever to advise or aid a 
competitor in the development or presentation of his or her submission. 
 
urbancanvas shall exclude and declare ineligible any submission which has been received after 
the time limit; is incomplete in its essential elements; submits in graphic or written material to the 
pre-Jury selection team or Jury which carries an identifying mark(s) of the authors; or violates any 
provisions of the competition description, evaluation criteria and conditions.   
 
By entering this competition, competitors will be declaring that the designs in their submission 
have been developed solely for the purposes of this competition and represent no infringement of 
any third party’s existing trademark, copyright, patent or other intellectual property right. 
 
 

tion 
Competitors shall not communicate, in any manner whatsoever, with a member of the pre-Jury 
selection team or Jury regarding this competition prior to any public announcement.  Likewise, no 
member of the pre-Jury selection team or Jury shall communicate to a competitor any matter 
relating to the competition prior to the public announcement of the results of the design 
competition.  Competitors who fail to observe these conditions shall be declared ineligible and the 
Jury shall be so informed by the competition advisor.  The decision of the urbancanvas Design 
Competition with respect to any such di cation shall be  and binding on all competitors. 



23

REGISTRATION 

To participate, entrants must t register online at www.nyc.gov/urbancanvas.  There is no fee to 
register.   
 
The deadline for registration is 5:00pm EST July 19, 2010 after which online registration will be 
closed. Once the registration process is completed, competitors have until 3:30pm EST on July 28, 
2010 to complete and send in their submission.   
 
Upon submission of the online registration form, a new screen will appear.  This screen will include 
a unique registration ID number and a link to download the Artwork Package Templates.  This 
SCREEN CANNOT BE SAVED and MUST be printed.  
 
After online registration, a hardcopy form of the registration form must be  out with your 
registration ID number and signed and returned along with your submission.  Entries that do not 
include the hard copy registration form will be disquali ed. 
 
Registration Instructions: 
 
• Click on online registration at www.nyc.gov/urbancanvas 
• Fill out the online registration form 
• Click submit 
• Print the page that displays or write down your registration ID number  
•     Click on the link below your registration ID number to access the Artwork Package Templates      

and other required documents for your submission. 
• Print hard-copy registration form 
• Fill out with your registration number received online 
• Submit hardcopy of lled out registration form with your submission 
 
Please note that all entries must identify a Primary Registrant.  This person will serve as the primary 
contact for the duration of the competition.  If the Primary Registrant is part of a team, they must 
sign the form on behalf of their team.  All future communication regarding the competition will be 
directed to the Primary Registrant.   
 
ALL REGISTRANTS MAY SUBMIT ONLY ONE PROPOSAL.   
 
Any individual found to have submitted more than one proposal as either a Primary Registrant, a 
team member, or in any combination will disqualify all submissions that carry their name. 
 
 
COMPETITORS SHOULD SUBMIT THEIR NAME ON THE REGISTRATION FORM IN A WAY THEY 
WOULD LIKE THEIR NAME DEPICTED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ARTWORK. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS   
 
Questions about the competition should be submitted electronically to 
urbancanvas@buildings.nyc.gov.  Questions will not be accepted after 5:00pm EST July 23, 
2010. Answers will be posted on the competition website and updated on a regular basis.  Please 
check that your question has not already been answered on the FAQ page before submitting.  
Potential competitors may not approach the Department of Buildings, Department of Cultural 

airs, Design Commission or members of the pre-Jury selection team or Jury, urbancanvas 
partners or sponsors with questions.  Phone inquiries will not be returned.  
 
THE SPONSORS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ISSUE UPDATES DURING THE COMPETITION 
PROCESS. SUCH UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON THE COMPETITION WEBSITE AND 
THEREFORE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL PARTICIPANTS EQUALLY.  POTENTIAL COMEPTITORS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO CHECK THE COMPETITION WEBSITE PRIOR TO SUBMISSION. 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
Q:  Is there a registration fee? 
A:  No. There is no registration fee. 
 
Q:  Can I submit more than one project to the competition? 
A:  No.  Competitors can only enter once. 
 
Q:  Will I receive additional information in the mail? 
A:  No.  All information is available on the website, www.nyc.gov/urbancanvas.  No additional 

printed information will be provided. 
 
Q:  What additional information will I be able to access for the competition? 
A:  Once you have registered, you will be provided with directions to download the Artwork 

Package templates and a background image PDF, which are required for your submission. 
 
Q:  Can I change my registration information or add a team member later? 
A:  Yes. You may change contact information and add team members by sending the 

updated information to urbancanvas@buildings.nyc.gov. 
 
Q:  I do not have access to the Internet.  May I still register and participate in the 

urbancanvas Design Competition? 
A:  Yes.  Public access computer terminals are available at the NYC Department of Buildings 

headquarters, located at 280 Broadway in Manhattan. Registration forms can be sent to 
the Department of Buildings via mail or in person until 5:00pm EST on July 19, 2010.  The 
Department of Buildings will then mail you a response indicating your registration ID 
number and  of receipt of your application. 

 
Q:  What is the last date I may register for the urbancanvas Design Competition? 
A:  Online registration will close at 5:00pm EST on July 19, 2010 after which the online 

registration form will no longer be available. 
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Q:  When I registered for urbancanvas I did not print out the screen with my registration 
ID number.  How do I nd out what my ID number is? 

A:  Send an email with the name of the Primary Registrant to urbancanvas@buildings.nyc.gov 
to retrieve your Registration ID number. 

 

PROGRAM 
 
Q:  What is an Artwork Package?  
A:  urbancanvas requires  separate artwork templates, one for each type of temporary 

construction installation. Considered a group, these ve speci c artworks are called the 
Artwork Package and must include all of the following:  

 
1. Construction Fence Template 
2. Sidewalk Shed Template (active business) 
3. Sidewalk Shed Template (non-active business) 
4. Supported g Template 
5. Cocoon Template 

 
Q:  What are Site Variation A and Site Variation B Images? 
A: Site Variation A and B are images created by the competitor that show the templates on a 

background.  To create, lift your original template design and place on the provided 
background image. 

 
Both Site Variation A and B, each on a separate page, MUST use the identical template 
design for each element that appears on your individual templates.   

 
Q:  Is text and lettering allowed as a part of my design? 
A:  No.  Any submission design that has text or lettering will be disquali ed from the 

competition. 
 
Q:  Are there any guidelines governing the use of color in my design? 
A: No.  There are no color requirements, but speci cations of the colors used in the design 

must be provided on the Artwork Package templates in the Design File.  Entrants should 
consider that art/designs will be commercially replicated and designs will need to 
maintain integrity of proportions and color over structures of erent dimensions. The 
City of New York cannot control printing vendors and the use of color.  Color spec cations 
will be provided, but the City is not responsible for enforcement of color on installations. 

  
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Q:  Where do I submit my artwork? 
A: CDs or DVDs must be submitted via mail or in person to:  
   
   NYC Department of Buildings 
   urbancanvas Design Competition 
   280 Broadway, 7th Floor 
   New York, NY 10007 
 
Q:  Can I submit my art after July 28, 2010? 
A:  No.  Any submissions received after 3:30 pm EST on July 28, 2010 will be considered late 

and will be ed from the competition. 
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Q:  How many projects can I include in my submission on Folder A: Portfolio? 
 A:            You must include THREE examples of prior work.  Any submission that does not contain 

three examples of prior work may be ed.  
 
Q:  How many images for each of the three portfolio projects can I submit? 
A:  Please submit only one or two images of each of the three portfolio projects.  Each of the 

three recent work examples is to be organized as a maximum two-page PDF following the 
directions under Submission Requirements. 

 
 
PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Q:  How technically developed must my proposal be? 
A:  Submissions should be fully developed proposals.  The Artwork Package Design Files are 

to be considered ready for production. 
 
Q:  Do I need to include drawings titled Site Variation A and Site Variation B in Folder B 

of the Design File of my submission? 
A:   No. The images for Site Variation A and Site Variation B should not be included as part of 

the Design Files and should only appear in Folder C on your CD or DVD submission.  
 
 
COMPETITION FORMAT 
 
Q:  What is the competition format? 
A:  The urbancanvas Design Competition is a one stage, limited competition.  Eligible 

competitors submit fully developed proposals that will go through a four step judging 
process as outlined in the Competition Format Section.  

 
Q:  Will the urbancanvas Jury see my submission? 
A:  The urbancanvas Jury will only review up to 100 submissions as selected by the 

urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team.  The urbancanvas pre-Jury selection team will review 
every submission that meets all required technical and submission requirements.  

 
Q:  Who is on the pre-Jury selection team? 
A:  The pre-Jury selection team will be comprised of representatives from the NYC 

Department of Cultural  the Design Commission and the NYC Department of City 
Planning.  

 
 
AWARDS 
 
Q:  Do I get a prize if I win the competition? 
A:  The winners chosen through the Public Vote will each receive a monetary award in the 

amount of $7,500 from The Rockefeller Foundation. 
  
Q:  Will my name be displayed on the artwork on site? 
A:  Yes. Winning artist/designer names along with a competition credit and logo are required 

to be displayed on the construction site art installations.   
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ELIGIBILITY

Q: Is the urbancanvas design competition only for New York residents?
A:   No. To be eligible for the urbancanvas design competition, participants must be residents of  
 the United States (including District of Columbia) who are at least eighteen (18) years of age at  
 the time of entry.  Entrants must be  able to provide three samples of recent art or professional  
 design work that exempli�es entrants design sensibilities. 

Q:  I am not a United States resident. May I take part in the urbancanvas design competition?
A: No. To be eligible for the urbancanvas design competition, participants must  be a resident of  
 the United States. 

Q:  Do all members of my team need to be United States residents?
A:  Yes. All team members must be United States residents.
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JURY  
 
The urbancanvas Jury is comprised of world-renowned artists, designers and civic decision-
makers. A Design Commission designee will also serve as a non-voting advisory participant. 
 

The members of the jury will include: 

 Kate Levin, Commissioner of the Depa airs 
 Robert LiMandri, Commissioner of the Department of Buildings 
 Polly Apfelbaum, Artist 
 Dan Brodsky, Senior Partner of the Brodsky Organization, Real Estate Board of NY 

Ignacio Ciocchini, IDSA, Director of Design and Streetscape Development, Bryant Park Corporation 
 Carl Galioto, FAIA, Senior Principal, HOK, New York Building Congress 
 Sagi Haviv, Partner, Chermaye  & Geismar 
 Jennifer McGregor, Director of Arts & Senior Curator, Wave Hill 
 Eddie Torres, Associate Director, The Rockefeller Foundation 
 

 
Non-Voting Advisory Participant: 
Paula Scher, Public Design Commission of the City of New York 
 
Competition Advisor: 
Susanna Sirefman, Dovetail Design Strategists, LLC 
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PARTNERS 
 
NYC Department of Buildings 
The New York City Buildings Department regulates the safe and lawful use of 
975,000 buildings and properties by enforcing the NYC Construction Codes, 
Zoning Resolution and other rules and regulations.  The Department serves 
New Yorkers by advancing construction safety and compliant development, 
inspecting sites, responding to emergencies, examining plans, issuing 
permits and licensing and registering tradespeople, among other responsibilities.  
The Department is focused on safety by increasing transparency, accountability and ciency in 
its operations. 
 

NYC Department of airs 
The New York City Department of Cultural A airs (DCLA) is dedicated to 
supporting and strengthening New York City's vibrant cultural life. 
Among its primary missions is to ensure adequate public funding for 
non-  cultural organizations, both large and small, throughout the 

ve boroughs.  

DCLA also works to promote and advocate for quality arts programming and to articulate the 
contribution made by the cultural community to the City's economic vitality. The Department 
represents and serves t cultural organizations involved in the visual, literary and 
performing arts; public-oriented science and humanities institutions including zoos, botanical 
gardens and historic and preservation societies; and creative artists at all skill levels who live and 
work within the City's  boroughs.  

 

Rockefeller Foundation 
The Rockefeller Foundation fosters innovative solutions to many of 
the world's most pressing challenges, rming its mission, since 
1913, to promote the well-being of humanity. Today, the Foundation 
works to ensure that more people can tap into the ts of 
globalization while strengthening resilience to its risks. Foundation initiatives include rts to 
mobilize an agricultural revolution in Sub-Saharan Africa, bolster economic security for American 
workers, inform equitable, sustainable transportation policies in the United States, ensure access 
to a  and high-quality health systems in developing countries, accelerate the impact 
investing industry’s evolution, and develop strategies and services that help vulnerable 
communities cope with the impacts of climate change.  For more information, please visit 
www.rockefellerfoundation.org  
 
Public Design Commission of the City of New York 
Established in 1898 as the Art Commission, New York 
City’s design review agency was renamed the Design 
Commission in July 2008 to better re ct its mission. The Design Commission reviews permanent 
works of art, architecture and landscape architecture proposed on or over City-owned property. It 
is composed of 11 members, and includes an architect, landscape architect, painter and sculptor 
as well as representatives of the Brooklyn Museum, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the New 
York Public Library. For more information, please visit www.nyc.gov/designcommission 
<http://www.nyc.gov/designcommission> . 


